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May it fleafe your Grace, 

TAKE this bccafion, as I 
ihall every other,' of publicly 
avowirig^the honour I bear yop : 
although with little advantage to 
you, or diftinCtioii to myfelf; lin- 
lels merely in the manner of pro- 
^ feffing that vienera t ion and elieem; 

i which 15 borne you, alike, by 

J every man of t\m nation ; where 

■^ you are jultly conlidered as a 

public Jiarent^ equally loved and 
honoured.; How well you ^re in- 
titled 'tft' this aji)|ieilation, will 
fufficieriti^ aippki'; "when it i^ 

A % re^ 
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rcmembred, that to you, under 
GoDj this naikm owes -the-- main 

" — * * • • • 

lupport orhef Poor, in their late 
general .^aj^pjity^ Th^SkmrnewsLS 
far extehded'/arid the mortality 

and unbounded charity^ like the 
facred cenfer in the irand,.of 
Aaron, inlferpoled between; ihe 
living andj 1:Be !dea^;," 's^ffd^j^. 
plague was fidy'ed, I' •' ' ' ' 
; T II E pr^feiit' age r^^Iently 

aclil6^'ledge tJ^fe and .' Ppfterity 
wiU^now itu ,\yithout Xm.^id of 
t|iis\ anpn^iiioRS and.\ jfhQrt-tivei^ 
letter ;. !arid jperhaps may "leari^ 
from thiSj.. and, other coeval 
(tho* kfs eijiinehf) initances^ t{jat 
"wealth is fonaetimes more ufefuf 
in the hand? ofthe clergf^'.ttian 

lom^ of t^eir Jl^y-ore^pi^/i jhave 

Always beea wim»g Xo ^aUqw." It 

. • ^nay; 



imy prove an occ^fion of letting 
$Mr pwa eqwal in^uirifis iiifbrui 
^hem, dq what Jistrjcis? lip iiiore vir^ 
tuou%<)j hipqonqjbiyr imployed, in 
the.pr^fjefous daysof tJiiecommiiT 
pity ; or, wltb more pw Wic fpifit, ' 
an4 Gbrift Wi teaejficence, i» thofe 
of its d jftlcefsu , Yoiirsi .my JLord^ 
was tji^ii cbnfeffedly a public Fuiid, 
a pure aqi} fftlutary ifo^ptain, from 
whence 3i that . thirJfted might 
drfw-^fl|]id.:4«nk;,^ did fp^^hy. 
iaaaytiioufands a^day; to tbei 
i^vii^ of ^9h a multitpde oflm^l 

as wiU.^iHt^eJcly-ipcre^ibJi^.wath 
poilerity,, - . ,t . rriivr 

Mai the Providence oFQjq))^ 
^clearly feen in your advancement 
to this higU( Mcibtf)' tSiat Provi- 
dence,, which ha^h » ieem«rkably 
blefled you with very uncommon 
yigbur, both' of body and mind, to 

this 



this advanced age, long continue 
^^/j& to you, and you to us ! And 
may you conclude your blefled 
life, as you have led it, after the 
example of your Lq».p and 
Saviour, ipinggoodi 

This end, and this example^ 
we all fliould have in view, in all 

* • 

our purpoles, as, J tf uft in G b d, 

the author of this book had,' both 

in publifhing it to the world, and 

; infcribing it to you ; for in truth; 

I he expedls no addition, either of 

I honour or intereft, to him, fronj 

! thisunauthentic proof of his being, 

with the trueft veneration and 

\ efteem, - - - 

:. Tour GraceV , 

I; Mofi dutiful, and mofi obedient ^ 

^ » 

bumble Servant. 
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C H A !*. t 

D A V I D, behdlding BdthfheDa hatheing 
herfelfy falls under the Temptation j 
<»%/ i&/a!/i6 criminal ComfnUrce with 
her: Uriah*^ Death the iTUviiabU 
CoTtfe^uence of this Commerce* 

IN the ciofc cif the laft bcfdk, We left 
David in the heighth x>f hdnour and 
happiiiefsj his cdufttry fldurifhing, his 
iirroies fuccefsfiil, and his enemies at his feet; 
But the heighths of fortune and felicity ard 
Vo L. Ill, B ^ not 



2 An Hiftorical Account of 

iiot hen dse &cmtdl and the ikadkil Aat^ 
tempers and temptations encompafs them ; 
which fufFer nothii^'foiene and peraianent, 
in this frail, unftable ftate. 

Th % fe»fon of warfane retiired ; the 
Ammonite$yftxt the enemies; and indignities, 
perfonal «o Daviiy wmsc to he vkidieated ^ 
decency and jdignity more naturally referred 
them to the ohaftilement of others. Joa^ 
therefore, and all IJrael with liim, were 
Xient iniD xhe JGdid^ and David continued at 
home. 

OABy aiiuo nc ciciuic on victorious nitnc 
laft expeditioa, had howesr«r been reduced to 
great flreights > feemingly from fome defeS: 
in his owA caodafh ^And iSaadort^avid 
feems to have been mwrmore than of^kurily^ 
carefiil^ to fend him out well attended. In- 
f^foiuch as he lent outjoot only all. the flower 
of the Ifraelite forces., but likewife his own 
life-guard (his worthies, as I apprehend, in- 
cluded) along with him *. And the efieds 
were anfwerable: for the text tells us, that 
they dejiroyed the children of Ammon, and 

* So I thinfk we are ireH warranted to und«rftan<J 
4hofe words, 2 Stnn. xi. i. David fMje^b^ and hk 
fervants wiihbimy and oM I frail. 

hefie^ed 



kJkgidMl^^b, (their capital) 6ut David 
tarried J0 dt Jerufakm. 

And it p^e to p^fs, that whilft he wa^ 
fhfffe, rififlgpne evening from his afternoon'? 
%^% afi4 walking upoii the rqof of his houfe^ 
toeijjoy the refrefhment of the evening air j 
thfi ttfual relief of warmer cliipate? j h« hap^ 
j^ijed unfortunately to wft his eye upon sj 
Qioft beautiful woman, v^hp was batheing 

> berielf for health and refreihm^nt^ iq that 

pxA and i^fonable hour : hut whether in 
her g^den, or court^yard, overlooked by 
the palace^ or in fome apartment of her 
houf^, whofe windows opened t^t way, is 
not certain. Tradition points out the place 
of a fi^untain, ftill called after her namet 
which ffaouLd make it probable, that fhe 
bathed in a garden, did not Jofeplms esr*^ 
prfidy dedar^, th^t it wajs in her own houfe. 
And inxieed the patural modefly and decency 
of the fex, and circumftance of the time, 
(i^e evening) make hi^ account much more 

/ credible. And k is certain, th^t the declining 

rays o^ ^ fun, {hooting into the inmoft 
rccefTes of her chamber, at that time of thi 
day, and ihrpwing a great luftre around 
h<Jr^ flight difc9ver her very clearly, to very 

^ B 2 dii^nt 
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diflant eyes, without the lead fufpidon OA 
her part, of any poflibility of her being feen : 
and, of confequence, confiflently with all 
the refervc of modefty. However, this only 
is undoubted \ that David^ ftruck with her 
pcrfon and beauty, which, fuppofing it un- 
der the condudl of the mofl guarded modefty, 
might yet, in the adtion of batheing, be, to 
him, a fight new, extraordinary, aiid fur- 
prifing, (and fuch perhaps, as few modeft 
men have ever beheld but by accident) 
fufxered himfelf to be too much tranfported 
with it, and fell at once under the tempta- 
tion. For, inquiring in the inftant, and 
learning who fhe was, he fent, and had her 
brought into his apartment : where he had 
criminal commerce with her 5 and foon after 
fufFered her to return to her houfe. 

All this was a fudden, and, as it ihould 
feem from Nathan's parable, a fecret tranf- 
adtion. 

I SHALL not take upon me to account for 
this quick impetuous paffion, (the ftarts of 
paffion are perhaps the flrangeft phacnomena 
in our frame) and much lefs will I prefume 
either to excufe, or infult it: one thing only 
we know, that whatever in any degree im- 
pairs 
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the Life of King David. 5 

pairs the power of rcafon, adds fo much 
to the power of paffion ; and poffibly that 
numbnefs of reafon, that ftupidity which 
never fails to attend an afternoon's fleep, up- 
on a full meal^ might have been one ingre- 
dient, or fome way or other an addition to 
the extravagance of this ; at leaft, the hu- 
mane reader will pardon me the weaknefs of 
wifhing to alleviate it. 

The woman was Bathjheba^ the wife of 
Uriaby one of the king's worthies, and then 
with Joab in the field. And it was eafy for 
the king to fend for her, undei;; the pretext 
of conveying fome difpatches to her hufband, 
thro' her hands. 

What the ftate of David'^ mind was, 
when the tumult of paffion was laid, Batk-- 
jheba departed, and reafon returned, I (hall 
not take upon me to paint. The calm re- 
fledions of a fpirit truly religious, will beft 
imagine the horrors of fo complicated a 
guilt, upon the recoil of confcience. When 
all thofe paffions, whofe blandifliments, but 
a few moments before, deluded, feduced, and 
overfet his reafon, now refumed their full 
deformity: or ruflied into their contrary 
extremes 3 defire, into diftraiStion ; the fweets 

B 3 of 
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of plcafurt, Into bittcrnfefs of foul ; 16^, 
Inw fclf-deteftatiort ; and ho^,^4lnloft into 
the horrors of defpair! The ^\k of otte 
df hk own worthies, apparently ^h iiinoctttl 
^Ad a valuable Woman, abufed, &nd taitlttd,, 
ahd brought to thfe very brink trf rtim *!fA 
infamy ! A brave man bafely diflbonouitd ! 
and a faithful fubjeA irreparably injured! 
The laws of God trampled under foot -**-' 
of that Goo, who had fo eminently diftin- 
guilhed, exalted, and honoured him ! Well 
might he cry out in the apguifli of this dif-^ 
traded condition ; Fearfulnefs and tremWng 
nre come upon mCy and horror hath over- 
whelmed me. In one word, his condition Was 
how fo dreadful, that it was ijot cafy for 
him to bring himfelf to the prcfumption oF 
feven petitioning for mrercy ! And this I tak^ 
to be thetrut reafon, why We j^nd nti Pfalm 
of David's penn'd upon this occafion. Not 
that ne continued ifty ^e^ and much fcik 
along time, (as fome have weakly imagined) 
in a ftate of impenitence t that is, the ftupi- 
tKty, (ttot of an initiating finhtr, but a feared 
roftfcience, ' 

B:6s IDES, had that been his cafe, the 
intefcourfe had been continued, and thfe 

guilt 
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th Life df King D ay id. 7 

gailt repeated, wtuch there is not the leaft 
coloar of reafon to believe, or even fufped:- 
Qjiite the contrary : I am fatisfied, nothing 
fucceeded this firft ad of guilt, but fincere 
repentance, the; rack of confcience, and a 
religious habit of abftinence from the repe- 
tition of it. The mdu^enttm guilt wa3 ' 
an impetuous, unruly aft of paffion : the 
abftincncc from repeating it, a calm con- 
tinued habit of religion. 

HoLF and blefled abftincncc! fureteftof 

virtue, and proof of penitence I Could any 
merit iii mortals atone for guilt, in the fight 
of God, I own, I fhould fcek no other 
fatisfaftion for this, than the facrifice of fuch 
an abftinence. But, alas ! mortal guilt is not 
ib expiated ; nor its dreadful cbnCequences to 
be evaded, or efcapcd ! 

Batusheba was with child ; the proof 
of hcradultery inconteftable ; and the punifli-. 
ment due to it, inevitable, oilherwife than 
from the cover of a fubfequent commerce 
with her husband. Accordingly Uriah is 
fcnt for, and "Jodb fecretly directed to dif- 
patch him to the king, as from himfelf ; 
probably, as a fit perfon to inform his ma- 
jefty of the condition of the army ; and to 

B 4 receive 
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fcceive his further commands in relation tQ 
the fiege« And it is certam, that if Uriah 
were Joab's annour-bearer, as Jofepbu$ 
afTures us he was, a fitter perfon cx)uld not 
have been chofen. 

When he arrived, the king received him 
kindly; inquired htm Joab and the peopk 
mtb bim did, and htm the war pro/per ed : 
And when he had examined him as he 
^hought fit, diiedo^d him to go home, and 
rcfrcfli himfelf, after the fatigue of his jour- 
pey ; and when he was departed from the 
palace, ordered (as a fingular mark of his 
favour) that a mefs of meat from the king's 
table Hiould follow him to his houfe. It 
followed accordingly, but found him not 
there. For the text tells us, Uriah Jlept at 
the door of the king's houfe y with all the fer^, 
vantt of his lord^ and went not down to hii 
houfe. 

Whe n David heard, that Uriah had not 
gone home to his houfe, but ftayed all night 
in the palace with thofe of his fellow foldicrs, 
who then kept the ward of the king's houfe, 
he fent for him the next morning, and re- 
buked him in a kind manner, for not having 
taken proper care of himfelf after the toi} o^' 

his 
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{lis journey, Uriaby in return, gave the 
king to undcrftand, that eafe and indulgence 
would ill become him, in the prefent fitua^ 
tibn of his majefty's affairs, and hard fervice 
of his troops — Hieanfwer, in the original^ 

is truly heroic : *'^d Uriah /aid unto 

David^ ^tbe Ark^ and Ifraely and Judab^ 
abide in tents^ and my lord Joab^ and the 
fervants Qf my lordy are encamped in tbe 
open fields^ Shall I then go into mine 
boufey to eat .and to drink ^ and to lie with 
my wife ? jis thou li*vejiy and as tby foul 
Hvetb^ J will noi do this thing. 

Th £ reader, I believe, c^n have no doubt| 
that this difappointment threw the king into 
great perplexity : he was evidently at a lofs 
what to do, or how to condud: himfelf : and 
in that doubt, commanded Uriah to cpn-* 
tinue at Jerufalem one day more : I'arry 
bere^ faid the king, to-day alfo^ and tOr' 
morrow I will let thee depart. Accordingly, 
we learn from the text, that he abode there 
that day, and the iiext alfo. David was 
doubtlefs ftill at a lofs what to do : and pro* 
bably not without hopes, that Uriah's being 
fo long in the fame city, with fo amiable a 
yroman as Bathjbeba^ might foften the feve-» 

rity 
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tity of his refolution, and indaoe him to 
make her a vifit *-*^ But in vain: Uriah was 
determined^ and inflexible. 

David had but one thing, left to gain 
hifi point : vid that was, to try what effeft 
wine and good chear might Imve upon the 
foldier'6 fpirit : Men of that profbffion do 
not think themfelves bound (out of their fea^ 
ions of difcipline) to be ftrifUy upon their 
guard, againft fuch occafional refrefliments, 
and reliefs of toil ; which fometimes make 
the wifcft men forget their fevereft refolu- 
tions, and might naturally be hoped to have 
the fame effed: upon Uriah ; efpecially with 
regard to a refolution againft nature, and too 
ftridtly fevere. 

David tried the experiment ; but to no 
purpofe. We are given to undcrftand from 
the text, that he made Uriah drink to iqme 
excefs, enough to diflurb his reafon, but not 
to (hake his refolution : for when he left the 
palace in the evenings he again reforted to 
the king s guard, and pafled his night with 
them : but ivent n$t dcwn to bis boufe. 

What horrors fexzed the foul of Dowdy 
upon hearing this news, the next mornings 
is mudieafier to be imagined, than exprefled. 

He, 
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Ht hiA iB}tti«d A \ytMt maft : to undo^ or 

to fbj^r the evU, w^d ifnpoiTibl^ s dlthat^ 
totdd hope^ wiis, to hide the injury, and 
»dt to aggrairatfe hf exp6iing it. He had 
d06e all i& his pdW«r, toedea that; but td 
«io pbirpofe ^^-^ If tht infamy wefeexpofed^ 
it were in all appearance impoflible to pro- 
tftiSt Bathjhehat it 16 not gkar^ that he cduld 
iptotea himfelf. An affair df that dOik^ 
^nence would doubtlefs be brought befbre 
tite ftiprtme cbundl of the Seventy, efta- 
Hiflwd by Mojis * : from its nature, the 

* Some people infer, from the filence of the Scrip- 
tures, that the Sanhedrim had ceafed under their kings : 
but they forget ho^ abfurd it it to fuppelb, that a 
couikU fo folemnly inftituted by G o P, ahd in thfc coA- 
'tinuahce of which, every tribe was fo nearly interefted, 
thMld ever cseafe, tho* perhaps ks power might, at cer- 
tain periods, have been confiit^ably teffiwied) and pofiUy 
was (b now. 

Befide^ ^ere i», I thiDk^ a plarit pi^ciof 6f it) fu{£^ 
ing, deduoible from (bap^ niu oi Eztkiil^ i^rfaere w6 find 
feventy antients of the people with Paazaniah the Ton of 
^bdphOH (a faihoiie ktfbt ill the day^ of Jtffiah) in the 
midft of them, ofiesing incei^ td idok: who tx>Uld 
thefe feyenty antients be« but the Sanhedrim ? 

What Vk^ pbtri^ iMas im t^e da)« dfi^a^j We ttai^ 
not fay ; but what it was after the captivity, will bcft be 
Jcarn*a from J^JMush Aniiq, JiL xiv. cap. i)r. Where 
wt (lAd thcsn calling Herod ht(^t thMb, !br pirttthg k 
notorious robber to death, without their fentence ; when 
le was tetrarch x>f Galilnj and Jiis ^bcr fr^urvtot of 
Judea. And it \^ as much as king HyrcaiM €OiiM d^» 
to fave his life. ^ 

moft 
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mod: folemn, and powerful aiSembly, that 
;/kt in judgment in any ftate ! made up of 
'the princes and rulers of every tribe. Among 
whom, a man of Uriab*s alliance ^ and 
confequence muft have many friends; altho* 
juflice ihould otherwife fail to have its due 
weight. 

Th e Talmudifis extend the jurifdiAion of 
this council, even over kings. I know they 
^re generally disbelieved in this point ^ but I 
fincerely own, I know not for what reafon» 
cfpecially when it appears from cbaj^. xxxviii^ 
ver. 5. of Jeremiah^ that the princes had a 
power which the king could not controuL 

N A y, altho' it Should be imagined, that 
the Sanhedrim did not then fubfift, I think 
there is fome reafon to believe, that the very 
priefthood could bring both David and 
Bathjheba to public juftice upon this occafion. 
This we know, that they were able to put 
the law of leprofy in execution upon Uz^ 
ssiaby one of the greateft princes of his de- 
fcent ; in the v^ry height and pride of his 
jglory (2 Cbron. xivi. 20, 21.) j for altho' 
he h^d then an army of four hundred thou- 

* He was mairicd to the daughter of Jfn^td the ton 
of Achitophel. 

fand 
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ilhd valiant men under his command^ they 
(hruft him out of the temple, and (hut him 
up in a feveral-boufe^ to the day of his 

death. 

This then I take to be beyond all doubt 
the truth of David's cafe. He had corn-e- 
mitted one great crime ; and he was under a 
kind of necefBty * of proteftuag that, by 
comitiitdhg a greaiter. , He could not beat to 
fee the innocent woman he had injured^ 
brought to public infamy ; and he could not 
fcreen her from it^ but by the death of her 
innocent husband*. And thus adultery begat 
murder. Uriabyros fent for the next morn* 
ing, and charged with difpatches to the 
general, wluch contained his own death** 
warriant-f'. 

It is melancholy to obferve, that whilft 
we are toiled upon the waves of this worlds 
the boifterous waves of pailion and appetite, 

* In the general the rule of duty is obvious. A man 
(hould die rather than commit ftn ; but I cannot take 
upon me to fay^ tiiat there is no poffible exception to 
this rule : I cannot pronounce it impoilible, that one 
fin may draw men into dilemma's of greater. 

f Some have imagined, that Uriah forbore going to 
his own houfe, from a fuipicion of the king's commerce 
with his wife. Had this been the cafe, he had cer' 
tainly examined the difpatches fent by him to yoeL 

the 
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the vtTf beft men arc but too mudi in tlit 
condition of St. Peter in the feaj they walk 
one Aep upright, an4 fink the n^xt. Aqd 
finking one ftep, if the hand of mercy be 
not reached out to refcue them, they muft 
fink deepen Da^d but this moment fadly 
iepented of one great guilt, and is now upon 
|))e verge of perpeQ^ting a greater. 

The readkr will, I believe, be better 
Satisfied, to take the account of this nutter, 
from the facred hiftorian'sown words, tSam. 
si. 14, If, i6y and ijnjerfet. I can throw 
no Ught upon the text by varj^ng them, and 
God fofbid I Aiould wifli to obfcure it Hi 
tells us, that in the miming it came U fif/iy 
that Diwid'wrote a letter to Joab^ gnifent 
it by the hand of Uriah. .And be n^rpte in the 
letter y faylngy 8etyeVri/ih in the forefront 
eftbe hettefi battle ^ and retire ye from him^ 
that he may be fmitfen^ and die^ -^^^And it 
came to pafSy ivbenjoab obfenifd the city^ that 

be affignid Uriah unto ^ place where he knew 

that valiant men v^ere. And the nj^fi ^f^hf 
city went out^ and fought mtb Jpab : and 
there fell fame of the people of theferoants 
of Davids and Uriah the Hittite died 
alfo. 

UjElIAH'f 
4 



) 



tie Life of King David. 15 

Uit I Aft% known bravery made it eafily 
apprehended, that he would be Ibremoft in 
^oger : and of coniequencey being deferted 
in it, he inuil die. 

Thus fell tbk brave man -, a facrifice to 
his own heroic vertue, and his prince's guik. 
He fdft, but not alone ; fome of his brare 
companions in arms ^ Hood by him to the 
laft, nor defected hinx in death. 

Whbm this btadc and horrid deed ws^ 
pei^trated, a mc^knget was ioMnediatdy 
difpatched, to carry tine news to Davids 
aidicT under colour •of ialbnning iaim 4)f the 

ftate of tbe war Ml general, and the ill Axx^eis 
of "the laft attack. ' Aad the noe^Mmger 
was pi^tiGidarly MlAruded, that if he found 
<he kin^l^ wradi r^e t^ a hi^ degree, on 
aeeowvt of the rafl^nefs of dieir aMcQipt, and 
too near approach to thexity walls, he Hiould 
fhen add, th^t Uriah the Hiitite was dead 
al/of. 

• An4 thire fell lb\xh 4p t€ixt) cf thi people of the 
fervants of David ; by whicb I ujiderftand ibme ot his 
worthies, tbe companions of Uriah. 

i- Is the text it 18, Thyjerwnt Uriahs &c. This ex- 
preffioo is, J think, a plain proof, that David^s worthier 
were particularly diftinguiihed by the name of David's 

Joab's 



1 6 An Hifiorkal Acc(mAt of 

Jo A b'8 mefienger feems to have been 1 
man of uncommon addrefs : who judging it 
more advifeable, to prevent the king's anger^ 
than to take upon him how to appeafe it } 
when he had given his majefty a general 
account of the army, added a relation of the 
late unlucky fkirmifli^ in the followmg 
manner I That as they were carrying on their 
approaches to the city, the enemy (allied 
upon then), and repulfed them to a coniider- 
able diftance : but were foon beaten backj 
and purfued to the gates of the city. That 
in the ardour of the purfuit, fome of the 
Ifraelite forces, approaching too near the 
walls, fuffered by the (hot of thofe who 
defended them : That fome of his majefty's 
fervants were unhappily (lain upon that 
occafion, and among the reft Vfriab the 
Hittitc. 

The king, having all he wanted in the 
account of Uriah's death, bore the reft of 
his lofs with fufficient patience ; and direded 
the mefienger to cofifole his geiiefal upon 
this occafion, by letting him know, that thi$ 
misfortune muft be numbered among the 
common accidents of war : that the fworci 
made no diftin^on between the hcFO and 

th« 
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^e coward ; but devoured all alike : diat he 
muft make his battle ftronger ; and perfever^ 
in aiTaulting the city, till he took it. And 
fo the matGsr ended. 

Whoever reads the account of this affair 
m the original relation, will eafily be led to 
make this plain obfervation upon it ; That 

David was wont to conduct himfelf in his 
wars, by the examples of the good or ill 
£ucce& of the captains of his own nation, 
(in former ages) according to their good or 
ill condud:. And therefore it was, thxtjoab 
apprehended^ he fhould be upbraided, for 
fuiFering his men to come within the reach 
of the enemies arrows from the wall, with 
the example of Jbimelech\ fate, who fell, 
as Pyrrbus did, (and, what is pretty extra- 
ordinary, in a city of the fame name) by a 

like inftance of rafhnefs 2 Sam. xi. ip, 

zo, 21. And therefore Joab charged the 
fnejfengen^ fayingy When thou haft made an 
end of telling the matters of the war unto the 
kingy and if fo be that the kings wrath 
arifey and he fay unto thee y Wherefore ap-^ 
proached ye fo nigh unto the cityy when ye 
did fight ? Knew ye noty that they would jhoat 
from the wall? Who f mote Abimelech the Jon 
Vol. III. C of 
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of Jerubbejheth ? ^id not a nvoman caft a 
piece of a milfione upon him from the ntoall^ 
that be died in TCbehez f Why noent ye nigb 
tbeivallf tbenfay tbou^ iTy fervant Uriah 
theHittite is deadalfo: 

As I have long been of opinion, that the 
Greeks borrowed moft, if not all their my- 
thology from the facred hiftory, the fcheme 
of this work will, I hope, bear me out, in 
adding, that the fable of Belleropbon is, I 
think, founded upon the ftory of Uriah. 

Bellerophon, who, as fome fcholiafts 
think, fhould be read Boulepberon (a council* 
carrier) was a Aranger at the court of Pne- 
tus, as Uriah (being a Hittite) was at the 
court of David. He declined the embraces 
of Sthenobaay as Uriah did the bed of Bath^ 
fheba-, and was for that reafon fent to 
y abates^ general of Prcetus's army, with 
letters, which contained a direction to put 
him to death : as Uriah was fent to Joab^ 
David's general. And was fent by Jobates^ 
with a fmall guard, upon an attack, in which 
it was intended he fhould be flain ; as Uriah 
was by Joab^ to that in which he fell. The 
main of the hiflory is the fame in both : and 
the variations, fuch, as might naturally be 

ex- 
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expeded in fabulous imbellifhments. Hence 
it is that the mythologift, not being tied to 
truth, thought himfelf bound, in point of 
poetic jufticc, to deliver the virtue of Belr 
lerophon from tlie evil intended him : and fo 
his hiftory ends happily in this world j as, I 
doubt not, Uriah's does in the next. 



CHAR IL 

David takes Bathflieba to his houfe^ 
and makes her his wife. Got> fends 
Nathan the prophet to rebuke him^ 
and denounce the divine vengeance 
upon his guilt. 

WHEN Bathjheba heard, that Uriah 
her husband v^as dead, (he noiourned 
for him, according to the cuilom of her 
country : which is generally fuppofed to be, 
by the keeping of a faft for feven days fuc- 
* ceffively ; eating nothing each day, till the 
fun was fet And when her mourning was 
over, David fent and took her to his hdufe ; 
and ihe became his wife, and bare him s^ 

C 2 fon. 
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fon, the IfGie of his criminal commerce with 
her. 

It cannot be denied^ that there was 9 
manifeft indecency in DaviS% taking Batb^ 
Jbtba to be his wife, fo foon after her hu£* 
band's death. And fome think her com^* 
pliance a proof of her indifference and dif- 
regard for her husband. 

Thi$ conduct will, however, bear this 
excufe, that they were anxious to hide the 
infamy of their commerce ; and to efFedt 
that, no time was to be loft. If Bathjheba 
Mifcarricd, their guilt was concealed ; at 
leaft, could not be proved. And if (he 
came to. her full time^ it was eafy to pre- 
tend (he came before it ; at leafl fo far 
as to fcreen her from any criminal pro- 
cefs : which could not be done, had the 
marriage been delayed. And in this cafe, 
Bathjheba may be pardoned tlie facrificing 
not only decency, but even a real efteem and 
afFedion for her husband, to the neceflary 
care of her own fame and life. Prefumptioos 
indeed. lay againft them ; and, in all appear-* 
ance, this whole .affair could now be no 
longer a real fecret. It pailed through too 
many hands ; an4 is but too probable, that 
I David's^ 



the Life of King David* 21 

Davfd'^j Bathjheba\ and Joab's meflengcrs, 
were in cffeft privy to it. And the birth of 
a child begotten in the time of Uriah's ab- 
fence, the notoriety of that abfence, and his 
fubfequent abftinence from Bathjbeba's bed^ 
ftrongly publifhed lx>th the guilty and the in- 
famy, to the thinking part of the world, how- 
ever it might be difguifed to others. David 
was too knowing, not to be fufEciently con- 
fcious pf all this 5 and too honourable^ and too 
confcicntious, not to feel the inherent, and 
fubfeqaent flings of guilt, and in£uny, deep 
at his heart. But what fhould he do ? Could 
he publifli his own fhame ? Could he proclaim 
his own infamy ? Private penitence was all that 
was in his power $ and that could mike no 
reparation for the public fcandal, which he had 
brought upon the religion and people of God ; 
which yet would be more public, and much 
more notorious, if he himfeif proclaimed it : 
and after all, poffibly the fecret was yet but 
in a few hands, 

I N this rack of confcience, and diflraflion 
of diftrefs, the Providence of G o d fea- 
fonably and mercifully interpofed : and the 
Lord fent Nathan the prophet to David ^ 
to admoniih him of his guilt, and to bring 

C 3 him 
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him to a public confeflion of it. And in* 
deed a fitter perfpn could not, in all hu« 
man appearance^ have been chofen for fuch 
a commifTion. He waited upon the king, 
with the air of a complainant, who brought 
a cafe of great commiferation before his 
majefly, and fubmitted it to his' arbitration. 
He told him, in the words of the facred 
writer, for no other can do him juftice. 
That there were two men in one city ; the one 
rich, and the other poor. The rich man bad 
exceeding many flocks and herds : but the 
poor man had nothing fave one little ewe^ 
lamh^ which he had bought^ and nourijbed 
up : and it grew up together with him^ and 
with his children ; it did eat of his own 
meaty and drank of his own cup^ and lay in 
bis own bofom^ and was unto him as a 
daughter. And there came a traveller unt^ 
the rich tnan^ and he /pared to take of bis own 
flacky and of his own herdy to drefs for the 
wayfaring man^ that ivas come unto him ; 
but took the poor man's lamby and drejjed it 
for the man that was come to him. 

jtid David's anger was greatly kindled 
againfl the man^ and hefaid to Nathan^ As 
the Lord Kveth. the man ihat bath done this 
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tbingy jhallfurely die. And be jhall reft ore 
the lamb fourfold ^ hecaufe he did this things 
and becaufe be bad no pity. 

^d Nathan faid to David, Thou art the 
man. 

It is eafy to imagine, how deep thefe 
words of Nathan^ pronounced in all the 
dignity and authority of his charafter, funk 
into Davids foul ! efpecially, when the 
prophet proceeded to a farther explication of 
them, in the following manner, ver. 7, 

Sjbus faith the Lord God of Ifrael J an^ 

ointed thee king of Iff^ael, and delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul : and I gave 
thee thy majler's wives into thy bofom, and 
gave thee the houfe of Ifrael^ and ofjudah ; 
and if that bad been too little ^ I would more-- 
over have given unto thee fuch and fucb 
things. Wherefore baft thou defpifed the com^ 
mandment of the Lord, to do evil in bis 
fight ? Thou haft killed Uriah the Hittite 
with thefword, and haft taken his wife to be 
thy wife, and baft ftain him with thefword 
of the children of Ammon^ Now therefore 
the fword fhall never depart from thine 
houfe. Becaufe thou haft defpifed me, and haft 
taken the wife of Uriah to be thy wifo, 

C 4 thus 
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thus faith the Lord^ BebtfUy IviU raife up 
evil againji thee out of thine own houfe^ and 
I will take thy wives before thine eyes^ and 
give them unto thy neighbour^ and he Jhall lie 
with thy wives in thefght of this fun : for 
thou didft it fecretly j but I will do this thing 
before all Ifraely and before the fun ♦. 

Here he paufed And David ^ over- 

whelmed with fhame, ftung with remorfe^ 
and oppreffed with a dreadful fcnfe of the 
divine vengance, impending, and ready to 
fall down upon himfelf, and his family, 
(^uld only give utterance to this (hort fen- 
tence - — / have finned againfi the Lord-^— 
To which Nathan immediately fubjoined— — 
^e Lord alfo hath put aivay thy fin ^f i thou 

* Here is a long train of temporal calamities and 
chaftifements to be iniiiSed upon Davids on the fcorc 
of hb guilt ; but the candid reader will pleafe to ob- 
ferve, that they are all to be inflifted upon him in this 
world : that there is not the leaft hint of any part of 
his punifhment's being defi^rred to the next : even m0rtaf 
guilt (the eternal vengeance due to it being remitted) 
had all its remaining punifbment in this world : and 
{hall what fome cal} vMtal guilt be chafUfed in the next? 
The inference is obvious : Nathan knew nothing of 
purgatory ! or, if he did, he dipt the faireft occ^oq 
of revealing it to the world, that ever offered itfelf. 

+ That is the mortal guilt, and eternal punifhment | 
together with the temporal punifljment of death due to 
dttt o£^ce by the Afofaic law. 

Jhal^ 
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Jhfilt mt die. Hffwkeit^ bifaufe iy this deed 
thmbafi givin grest occafion to tbe enemies rf 
the Lord to blaj^heme^ the child alfo f , that is 
born unto tbee^ JhaUfurely die. 

The&b is folne thing unfpeakably gnu- 
fuous in this fudden fentence of pardon pro- 
nounced by the prophet^ in the inftant of 
Davids cQnfeiSon of guilt, and humiliation 
before God. But I ^hink we may fairly 
infer from it, that this pardon was not 
purebred by that in(bntaneous fubmiffioo ; 
but that in truth it was now only declared, . 
but purchafed ^t the price of a long pre- 
/ceding penitence. Nor is it otherwife to be 
accounted for, confidently with God's in- 
nate abhorrence of guilt, and eftablifhed ex- 
traordinary methods of reconciliation and for-* 
givenefs : which they would do well ferioufly 
to revolve, who imagine that David was in 
a fbte of impenitence, from the day of hi^ 
firft conunerce with Bathjheba^ till this in- 
fiant A fuppofition (in my apprehenfion) 
^ injurious to D^vid^ as it is dangerous tq 
true religion. 

f The chaftiitement of this guilt {hall be feen alfo v\ 
the child who was the offspring of it. 

That 
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That he had in faft forrowcd for thcfe 
fins^ confeiled to Almighty God> and ear- 
ncftly implored forgivenefs, before the par- 
don pronounced by Nathan^ is to me evident- 
from Ffalm xxxii. in which^ now reinftated 
in the favour of G o d, and happy beyond 
expreffion upon that account, he moft beau- 
dfblly and feelingly defcribes the diftrefled 
condition he was in, before that pardon was 
pronounced ; his body diflempered, and 
wafted with grief, and his mind upon the 
rack. 

When I kept ^lence^^ my bones waxed 
oldy thro' my roarings all the day long. For 
day and night thy band was heavy upon me — - 
I acknowledged my Jin unto thee : and mine 
iniquity have I not hid : I/aid I will confefs 
my tranjgrejjions unto the Lord. And thou 
forgaveji the iniquity of my fin. Selah — ^ 
And what was the confequence ? - 
His moifture was turned into the dry^ 

f Some have inferred from thefe words. That David 
continued ibme time impenitent ; but, for my own part, 
I can only infer from them, that he was for fome time 
under fuch a fenfe of guilt, as would not let him pre* 
fume to pray : and fuch a filence is the beft proof of true 
compunction of confcience. Had he been long tmpeni* 
tent, it were impofllble for him to fay \ Mine iniquity 
have I pot hid. 

nefi 
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nefs -f- offummer The change was, as 

if he had been removed at once from the 
depth of winter, into midfummerj as if all 
the ftorms, and rains, and clouds of that 
gloomy feafon, (the fineft emblems of grief) 
were changed, at once, into ferenity and fun- 
fhine : all heaven clear, unclouded, and 
fmiling upon him. 

The feme thing is alfo evident, as I ap- 
prehend, horn Pf aim Qxxx. plainly written 

in the fpirit of a penitent who trufti^d in the 
Infinite mercy of Gop, and hoped for for- 
givenefs, but had not jret obtained it *, 

But to proceed 

Davi D, being now folly fatisfied, that his 
guilt was too well known to the world, and 
that God would purfue it with public venge- 
ance, found it high time to do every thing 

t So the word (hould be tnuiflated, 
* 3. i/* thou^ Lwriy wilt be extreme to mark wk^^t is 
done ami/s : O LorJy who may abide it f 

4. For there is mercy with thee : therefon Jbalt thu 
be feared. 

5. / look fir the Lardy my foul doth wait fir him : in 
bis word is my trujt, 

6. My foul fleeth unto the Lord: befbr^e the mo/nir^- 
watch, Ifayy before the moming^waicb. 

7. O Ifrael^ truA in the Lord j for with the Lord 
there is mercy : and with him is plenteous redemption. 

8. And he Jball redeem ifraet from all his pu. 

that 
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that in him lay, to wipe c^ the reproach he 
had brought upon his holy religion, and niake 
all poffible reparation for the offence he had 
given to Go D and nun ; and (I doubt not) 
rejoiced in the occafion of taking public 
ihame to hinifelf> for fuch complicated and 
aggravated guilt ; and making a public con- 
fcffion of it before the whole world, — 
And to this purpofe, he then compofed and 
publifhed the fifty-firft Pfalm^ direfting it 
To the chief mufician j and, without doubt, 
i:ommanding it to be publicly fung in the 
tabernacle, in the prefence of all his people : 
himfelf attending, and proflrate before the 
throne of mercy. 

I T is furely matter of uncommon curiolity 
tto contemplate upon David^ in this con-^ 
dition. Behold the greateft monarch of the 
earth, thus humbled for his fins before 
God! confefling his (hame, with contrition^ 
^d confufion of face ! calling out for mercy» 
gnd imploring pardon, in the prefence of his 
meaneft fubjedls ! There is fomething in fuch 
an image of penitence, more fittcd^to flrike 
the foul with a dread and abhorrence of guilt, 
than it is pofiible to exprefs : fomething 
nipre edifying) more adapted to^the human 

infirmities, 
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infirmities^ and more powerful to reform 
them, than the moft perfect example of un- 
finning obedience ; efpec^Uy, if the fuppli-> 
cations and petitions he pours out to God, 
be throi^Uy foited to the folemnity of the 
occafion^ ;and condition of the penitent ; as 
thejr undoubtedly are iathis fif ty-firi): P/2r/f^. 
Here the penitent humbly and earneflly begs 
for mercy -^—^He acknowledges his fin, and 

his innate depravity, the fource of it He 

b^s to be renewed in the grace of God — * 
and in that health which the horror of hi$ 

wickednefe had impaired. Above all^ he 

earneftly befeeches Gox>, not to cafi: him 
off, nor dfeliver him up to a reprobate fenfe: 
— ^^ Cafi me not away from thy prefence^ 

and take not thy holy Jptrit from me 

give me the comfort of thy help again -— • 
deliver me from hlood^guikinefSy O Gody thou 

God4>f myfalvation - ■ ■ In one word, the 

foul of IQiame, of ibrrow, of neoKirfe, of 
fincere repentance^ and bitter anguifh under 
the agonies, of guiit, breathfcs AiDng, and fer- 
vent, through evei^ line of this halbwed 
compofition. And it is (I doubt not) Da-^ 
vids greateft confdation at this moment, 
when he blefies Gob. for &c. providential 

effects 
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cfie6b of his fall» that thofe crimes^ which 
wrought his ihame^ and forrow^ and infamy, 
have in the humility, the piety, the con- 
trition of confeffing them, (in this and feveral 
other Pfakns compofed upon the fame oc* 
caiion) refcued, and reformed, millions. 

Give me leave to add, that there were 
two circumftances of diftrefs, which attended 
upon DaviJ^s Ml ; and have not (as I appre- 
hend) been fufficiently coofidered by any of 
the commentators : and yet, they are, be- 
yond all queftion, the greateft, and the fe<* 
vereft, that human nature can fufifen 

The firft is ; The diftrefs he endured, 
on account of the obloquy and reproach 
brought upon thci true religion, and the 
truly religious, by his giiilt : And the fecond ; 
The reproach, and endlefs infults, brought 
upon himfclf, even by his repentance, and 
humiliation before God and the world. 

Both thefe are fully fet fb|th in the 
fixty-nihth PJalm. 

Ver. 3. / am weary of my crying^ m^ 
throat is dried : mine eyes fail^ mobile I wait 
for my God. 

f . O God ! thou knowefi my foolijhnefs ; 
and my Jins are not bid from tbee. 

6. Let 
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6. Let not them that wait on thee^ Lord 
God of hofis^ be ajkamedfor my fake : let 
mi ihofe that feek ibee^ be confounded for my 
fake, OGodof Ifrael! 

J. Becaufe^ for thy fake I have- borne re-- 
proacb : Jbame bath covered my face. 

.8. I am become a Jir anger unto my 
brethren, and an alien unto my mothers 
children. 

5>. For the zeal of thine houfe hath eaten 
me up ; and the reproaches of them that re-- 
proached thee are fallen upon mn,. 

10. fFhen I wept, and chajlenid. my foul 
withfafing, that was turned to my reproach. 
. n. / pade fack'Cloth alfo, my garment : 
and I became a proverb unto them. 

J 2 . They that ft in the gate^ fpeak againft 
me ', and I was thefong of the drunkards. 

13. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, 
O Lord, in an acceptable time : O God, in 
the multitude of thy mercy bear me, in the 
truth of thy fahation. 

14. Deliver me out of the mire, and let 
me not fink : let me be delivered from them 
that bate me, and, out of the deep waters. 

If. l^t not the water^fiood overflow 
me, neither let the deep fwallow me up, 

and 
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and let not the pit Jbut ber mouth upon 

i6. Hear me^ OLffrd-, for tfy hoh^ 
kindnefs is good : turn unto me according to 
the multitude of thy tender merfies. 

17 • And hide not thy face frtm thy for^ 
vant^ for lam in trouile: hear mejpeedify. 

18. Draw nigh unto myfouly and redeenk 
it : deliver me^ hecaufr oj mine enendei. 

19. l!hm hafi known my reproach^ andmy 
Jhame^ andmy dijbonour: mine adverfaria 
are all beforj^.me. 

20. Rfproach hath broken my hearty and I 
amfidU of heavinefs. And Ihokedfor Jhmi 
to take pity^ but there was non€ % and for 
comforters y but I found none. 

Let any ixigeauoas man, who feeh for 
virtue, and is not feared to (hame, put tiie 
queftion to faimfeif : I appeal to his own 
heart, whether hd would not infinitely rather 
die, than endure the flate now defcribed ) 
one day forfaken by his firiends, fcomed fc^ 
bis enemies, in£ulted by his inferiors.; ^the 
icoff of liberianea, aad the fong of fots ? 
What then nmft we think of the fortitude 
and magnaninHty of that man, who could 
endure all this^ for a ieries of years ? Or ra* 

ther. 
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tiier, how (hall we adore that unfailing 
mercy, and all-fufficient goodnefs, which 
could fupport him thus, under the quickeft 
fenfe of fhame and infamy, and deet)eft 
compun^ons of confcience; which could 
enable him to bear up fteadily againft guilty 
infamy, and the evil world united s from a 
principle of true religion ! And in the, end, 
even rejoice in his fad eilate ; as he plainly 
perceived, it muft finally tend to promote 
the true intereft of virtue, and glory of 
God ; that is, muft finally tend to promote 
that intereft, which was the great governing 
principle, and main purpofe, of his life 1 



\ 
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CHAP. III. 

Some Account of Nathan the Prophet. 
The Child horn of Bath(heba^r/5«w. 
David fajisy and humbles himfelf 
before God in his behalf \ but to no 
furfofe. The Child dies. DavidV 
remarkable Refgnation to the Will of 
God. S<AoTnon is born^ and bkjfed. 

THat very curious and exquifite para- 
ble of Nathan\ recounted in the laft 
chapter, which placed David's guilt in fo 
clear a light, and at the fame time fo hid it 
from himfelf, as to extort his own fentence 
of condemnation, from his own mouth 5 at 
once fo well concealed the criminal, and in- 
flamed the crime, as to irritate the king's 
refentment beyond all the bounds of jufticc*. 
The author of fo mafterly a parable naturally 
awakens the reader's curiofity, to learn fome-^ 

♦ By the law of GoU, the Cheep- thief fliould, at 
moft, but reftore four-fold, Exod. xxii. i. If a manjhall 
fieal an ox^ or ajheep^ and kill it^ or fell it ; he jhall reflon 
five oxen for an ox^ and four Jheep for ajheep. 

thing 
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thing of fo extraordinary a perfon. But 
before I proceed to that head, it will be pro- 
per to obferve to the reader, ttiat there is one 
difficulty in Nathan's charge againft David^ 
which none of the commentators have 
cleared. It is this : It feems to be made a 
part of David's accufation, That he married 
Bathjheba ■» Thou baji killed Uriah the 
Hittite with the fword^ and hast taken 

HIS WIFE TO BE THY WIFE. Now, I 

own, I can fee fto guilt in this, other than 
that of multiplying wives, which the kings of 
Ifrael were exprefly forbidden to do^ Deuf. 
xvii, 17. inafmuch as no law of God, or 
natare, prohibit fuch a marriage, any other- 
wife than as they prohibit polygamy. Unlefs 
the prophet means, that he murdered Uriah 
in -order to make Bathjheba his wife ; which 
muft be owned to be a very crying guilt. 

Th e r £ is therefore, I prefume, no room 
for any other cenfure upon this part of 
Davids condudt. He had injured (as I ap- 
prehend) an innocent, and a very valuable 
woman : and the only reparation in his 
power, and proof of his efteem, was, to 
make her his wife. But, alas ! this reparation 
to her, was none, either to Uriah or his 

D 2 family. 
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family, or the righteous Arbiter of the earth; 
or the reproach brought upon the true reli- 
gion, by this infamous behaviour^ in a prince 
who was the great example, teacher, and 
guardian of it. 

B u T to return to Ntitban : 

We learn little more of this great man, in 
the facred writings, than that he was David's 
prophet, intimate counfellor, and hiftorio- 
grapher : and the knowledge of him in this 
laft charadter, muft raife the reader's efteem 
of his modefty to the higheft degree : in- 
afmuch as he hath been very careful not 
to make himfelf his theme ; nor fo much as 
to mention his own name, where it could ht 
avoided with juftice to his hiftory. Jofephut 
fays of him, that he was a polite and a prtu 
dent man : one who knew how to temper the 
feverity of wifdom with fweetnefs of man- 
ners. And Grotius compares him toManius 
Lepidus : of whom Tacitus fays, That he 
found him to be a grave and wife man, 
in thofe times ; who had a talent of turning 
away the emperor's mind from thofe crael 
purpofes, to which the vile flattery of others 
inclined him ; and was, at the fame time^ 

in equal favour and authority with Tiberius. 

Hb 
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H E next finds fome refemblance in him, 
toPifo^ the Roman high-prieft under Ti- 
berius ; of whom the fame Tacitus fays. 
That he was not author of any fervile 
(entence ; and could upon occafion moderate 
with wifdom. But it muft be owned, that 
the negative part of this kfl character is 
very far from doing juftice to the genius of 
Nathan 5 who fufficiently appears, in the 
facred writings, to be rather an infpirer of 
noble purpofes, than a mere non-advifer of 

fuch as were bafe and fervile Witnefs his 

ftrong encouragement to David^ to pot hja 
noble defign of building the temple of G o d, 
into immediate execution. And it were hut 
juftice to add, Th^t he could do more, than 
moderate wifely j iox it is evident, that he 
knew alfo how to reprove princes with au- 
thority, and yet without offence 5 which 
muft be allowed t;o require very uncommon 
talents^ with a dexterity of addrefs perhaps 
yet rarer. And this Nathan did, without 
bemg inipaired in any degree, either of fa^ 
vour or affedlion, with David : quite other- 
^ife ; he feems to haye in^reafed in both, his 
whole lif? long. But it muft be owned, 
^ that his known character of being infpired 

D 3 by 
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by G o D, bore him out in this conduA beyond 
the lot of other mortals, and fo juftly en- 
deared him to David^ that tradition tells us^ 
be named one fon after hini, and committed 
another to his tuition. And it muft be 
owned, that Solomon^ in all probability, could 
not have been placed under abetter preceptor, 
nor one whofe inftruftions would better in- 
title him to that blefled appellation of Je^ 
did) ah J or the beloved of God. 

Whoever confiders the predidtions of 
divine vengeance now denounced againft 
Davidj on the fcore of his guilt, in the 
matter of Uriabj muft furely find them to 
be in their nature very extraordinary — • His 
femily to continue beyond any other regal 
race in the known world ; and yet the fword 

to continue as long never to depart from 

it! 

A K I N G the greateft of his time f 

his dominion throughly eftabliflied, and his 
enemies under his feet ; highly honoured 
and beloved at home, and as highly awful to 
all the neighbouring nations ! - — Such a 
king threatened to have his wives publicly 
proftituted before the face of all his people ! 
And what is yet much ftranger, more (hock- 
ing. 
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ing, and more incredible, by one of his own 
race ! and, as a fure proof of this, the dar- 
ling offspring of his guilt to perifti quickly,- 
before his eyes ! He alone, who fills futurity, 
could forefee this ; he only who fways the 
world, and knows what evil appetites and 
difpofitions, unreftrained, will attempt and 
perpetrate, could pronounce it : and to put it 
beyond all doubt, that he did forefee it, he 
immediately fmote the child which Bathjheba 
bare to David^ with a mortal difeafc. 

David had, upon his humiliation and 
repentance, juft experienced one fignal mercy 
from God; he could not tell how far the 
continuance of thofe holy offices might pre- 
vail yet further, upon a Being of infinite 
benignity. It is true, the denunciation of 
vengeance was pofitive ; but many fuch de- 
nunciations in fcripture, feemingly pofitive, 
are yet really conditional. Or, fuppofiqg it 
pofitive, like the fentence of death upon 
Aiam^ yet might it not be immediate ; but 
refpited, as his was. At worft, he could 
^ neither err, nor offend in that extreme. And 
for thefe reafons it was, as he himfelf gives 
us to underftand, that David (as the text 
tells us) bef ought God for the child ; and 

D 4 David 
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David faftedy and went in^ and lay all nigbt 
upon the earth. 

jind the elders of his houje arofe^ and went 
to him, to raife him up from the earth : but be 
would noty neither did he, eat bread with them. 

Thus he continued fading, mourning, 
and imploring God, for feven days fuccef-* 
fivcly . jhd it came to pafs ("fays the facred- 
hiflorian, % Sam. xii, i8.) onthefeventhdayy 
that the child died : and the fervants of 
David feared to tell him, that the child was 
dead: for they f aid. Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we fpake unto him, and he 
would not hearken unto our voice : How will 
be then vex himfelf, if we tell him, that the 
child is dead I But when David f aw, that his 
fervants whijpened, Davidperceived that the 
child was dead : therefore David faid unto 
his fervants. Is the child dead? And they 
faid. He is dead, lien David (with a 
refignationi and a refolution, never to be 
enough admired and imitated) arofe from the 

earth, and wafhed and anointed himfelf , and 
changed his apparel, and came into the houfe 
of the Lord, and worjhipped : then he came 
unto bis own houfe, and when he required, they 
fit bread before him, and he did e^ft. 

fhen 
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^en /aid his fervants unto him^ What 
thing is this that thou hafi done ? Thou didji 
faji and Kveep for th( child y while it was 
alive ; but when the child was dfiad^ thou^ 
didJi rifcy and eat bread. 

To this queftion David made the mofl: 
truly heroic, philofophic^ and religious an- 
fwer, recorded in hiftory : And be faidy 
While the child was yet alive^ Ifajied^ and 
wept : for I faid^ Who can tell, whether 
God will be gracious to me, that the child 
may live? But now he is deadj wherefore 
Jbould If aft? Can I bring him back again ? 
IJhall go to him, but he Jhallnot return to 
me. This, I will venture to fay, is the 
nobleft leflbn upon all that is reafonable and 
religious in grief, that ever was penned. 

I QANNOT but obferve upon tlus occa- 
iion, that the thinking reader muft find it 
very furprifing, to fee fo wife a man as 
David^ failing and mourning in fo extraor-* 
dinary a manner, for a child, who, being 
yet an infant, could not poflibly have been 
endeared to him, by any of thofe blandifh- 
ments which fo ftrongly engage the parental 
^fiedlions to their oflfspring ; and who, as he 
was a dreadful monument of guilt;^ ouq 

would 
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would imagine, ihould be^ to fo good a man, 
more an objed: of deteftatlon than defire ; 
and muft moreover, if he lived, be a per- 
petual brand of infamy upon his parents. 

The true way of accounting for it is, 
by afcribing it, as i> C/^rr docs, to David's 
cxcefs of paffion for Bathjheba 5 which fo 
ftrongly attached him to every offspring of 
hers, and made him forget every thing in 
this child, but that motive of indearmcnt. 
Befides this, there is fomething in human 
nature, which prompts us to rate things 
after a manner feemingly unaccountable ; 
and to eftimate them, not according to their 
real worth, but according to the expence^ or 
trouble, or even the diftrefs they have coft 
us. However, all this availed nothing at 
prefent : dear as this child had coft David^ 
he now was deprived of him. 

Thus was the firft inftancc of the divine 
vengeance upon Dtfw/s guilt, fpeedily and 
rigidly executed : other inftances of it were 
fulfilled in their order, before his own eyes j 
as will abundantly appear in the fequel of this 
hiftory 5 and the dreadfullcft of all the reft, 
fthefwordjhall never depart Jrom thine boufe^ 
fadly and fuccefllvely fulfilled in his pofte- 

ritys 
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rity 5 from the death of Amnon^ by the or- 
der of his own brother, to the flaughter of 
the fons of Zedehahy before his own eyes, 
by the king of Babylon. 

GiYE mekaveto add, (and let the rea- 
der make his own inferences) that Davitf^ 
guilt was more fignally and dreadfully 
punifhed, in his own perfon, and in his 
pofterity / than any guilt I ever heard, or 
read of, in any other perfon, fince jidam *. 

The yews are of opinion, that his own 
decree of repaying the robbery four-fold, 
was ftridly executed upon him. And as he 
was profeflcdly punifhed by the death of 
one of his fons, for the murder of Uriahs 
they imagine, that the other three alfo, who 
died violent deaths, fell fo many facrifices to 
the divine juftice, upon the fame account. 

Wh e n David had fufficiently humbled 
himfelf, under this firft chaftifcment of Go d 

♦ The deflowering of Tanunr by her own brother ; 
the death of four fons, three of them before his own 
eyes, and one by the hand of his own brother ; the un- 
natural rebdiion of one fon, which brought him almofl 
to the brink of ruin ; the proftitution of ten wives in 
the fi^t of all his fubjeib ; and the fucceffive and 
fignal mailacre of his pofterity ; befides the diftreis of 
his own public fljame and infamy, added to, at Icaft, 
one cruel diieafe. 

upon 



44 ^^ Hifiorical Account of 

upon him, for his fins ; and fupported him- 
felf under the Ipfs of his child, by the pro^ 
fpedt of finding him one day again in a bet- 
ter world ; his next care was, to comfort 
Batbjheba the beft he could, under their 
common calamity : and as (he appears to 
have been a meek and reafonable woman, 
his tafk (we may well prefume) was fo much 
the eaiier. She alfo, without doubt, re- 
figned and fubmitted, and her refignation 
was rewarded accordingly; for (he foon after 
conceived by David^ and bare him a fon ; 
and David, as he was now in peace with 
Go D, and forefaw in the fpirit of prophecy, 
that this fon would be a pacific pringe, he 
called his name Solomon, or Peaceable. 

And as this fon was conceived in innb- 
cence, in the happy feafon of God's recon-^ 
dlement to his parents, and their eftablifh- 
ment in tme religion, by ii(icere repentance 
and humiliation before him; it pleafed God 
to accept him, in a Angular m^ner. Which 
is iignified to us in the text, by that re^ 
markable expreflion : And the hord loved 
him. And to manifeft his favour to hini^ 
for the confolation of David^ he conveyed 

his benedidion to the fon, by the fame h^qd 

which 
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which had before conveyed his chatlifements 
to the father : he fent Nathan to David to 
beftow upon his fon^ in his name, the moft 
bleffed of all earthly, the moft bleffed, but 
one, of all heavenly appellations, Jedidjab^ 
or, The beloved of God. 



CHAP. IV. 

l%eFooliJhnefs of wicked Policy. David, 
upon ^o?}y s Exhortation^ goes to the 
Siege ^Rabbah, and takes it. De- 
pofes Hanun : and puts the remainr 
7^^ Ammomtes to Death. His Con^ 
duB in this Point jujiijied. 

WHILST things flood thus with Da^ 
vid at yerufalemy the iiege of Ra^ 
bah ftill continued, being now far lengthened 
out into a fecond year. David had hitherto 
gone on with uninterrupted fuccefs, till his 
fins arrefted his profperity, and flopped him 
fhort. The truth is, all wickednefs, befides 
thofe curfes and judgments it- draws down 
from heaven, hath a natural tendency to 

defeat 
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defeat' the wifeft fchemes, and check the 
progrefs of the beft purpofes ; as in the cafe 
before us : the Ifraelites Vfztt to make an 
attack, to fly, and to be defeated, that Uriah 
might fall : Could any thing more naturally 
raife the courage of Ammtm^ or deprefs that 
of Ifrael^ than fuch a proje6t ? Doubtlefs, 
there were many men in the army, ac- 
cuflomed to be led out to battle by Uriab^ 
and thofc brave companions of his who fell 
with him 5 and brought back widi vi£tory, 
and glory: Would thefe men be eafily 
brought to follow other, inferior, or untried 
leaders, with equal ardour? Or would thofe 
jimmonites have any terror upon them, to 
'meet thefeleaders, who liad defeated- and 
cut off Uriahy^ and his^ br^^re •ctMnpariiDns ? 
And did not all this naturally tend to dejcfl: 
Ijfrael, and infplrit their enmiifes ? Such is 
rfie accurfed policy of guilt : felfifh, and 
ftort-fighted ! And fuch the truth and wif- 
dom of that noble maxim in the fchools. 
That evil is not ordinate to good. 

The dejeded fpirit of the Ifraelite army 
naturally tended to make their meafures 
flower, and more cautious ; and of confe- 
quence, to draw the fiege into greater lengdi. 

How- 
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However, the lower city^ otherwife called 
the Royal City ^ or the Cify (f Waten^ vf^% 
^\ length taken : and the up|)€r city, altho' 
in all probability much ftronger, from the 
advantage of its .fitualbn, on the top of a 
hill, could not hold oikt long^ when< its fup- 
ply of water was. iwhoUy cut oC Of this, 
"^oab^ in all the gencrofity of a brave foldier, 
and all the aiFe(£tiQn of a faithful fubjeft, 
immediately informed hi$ king ; exhorting* 
him. That he would come in perXon, and 
put die iiniihing liand to the iiege : Left I 
take the city^ £sddihe^ .anJit ie called after 
my name. 

TiiER'E is a 'gana;ritry, and a hia^nifi«- 
ccnce. in thSs pt<:^pdla}, capll)k of creating 
li^tatfii^bn ih fl3ie^M!i;ai^ft fot»ds. ^he m^h 
Ihrt &>ttld tt-aftsfbr the glei'y^ his ew^i con^- 
<^€^ tipon.his ^nize, . n6ed^ no l)igher m 
tlbgy. ' >And it i& Imt jiiftice to the diarader 
of Joab^ to declare, that he is, as for as I 
aminfoYmed, fupreme, if not unrivaled*, 
in this fingular in (lance of heroifm. 

David 

* It Is true, Curtius mentions a like condud: in 
CruUrus^ in relation to the fifege of Artacam (lib. vi. 
cap. 6.) ; but this condu A of Ov^^^mj was evidently the 
i^e& of fear, not generofity* He well knew, that his 

_ mafter. 






48 An Hiftorkal Accmnt of 

David readily complied with his gene-* 
ral's monition } and immediately aflembling 
his people^ probably thofe troops of his militia, 
then on the duty of their monthly courfe, 
he marched diem to Rabbab. , 

And here I beg leave to obferve, that 
David had, from the inftitution of his 
militia, greater advantages for continuing 
fieges, and being fuccefsful in them, than 
any other monarch we read of in hiftory : 
inafmuch as he could fend a monthly re- 
emit of twenty^-four thoufand men to his 
army, without departing from the eftablifhed 
order of his militia, or putting his people to 
any new trouble or expence ; which could 
not but be a vaft relief to the weary and 
wounded of the army, and raife the courage 
of the reft ; and at die fame time, a vaft 
difcoungement to the fsnemy, to haye fa 
many frefti men to encounter with every 
month, whilft they themfelves were every 
day in a more weary and wafting way. And 

matter, AUxander^ was the vaineft and moft ambitious 
of all mortals \ and, at that time, tyrannical to a 
high degree : and therefore he did not dare to tak9 
the city before his arrival. AUxandtr now fet up 
fbr a God ; and fo bx aped that chaniSer, as not to 
give his glory to another. 

thefc 
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thefe I take to have been the people which 
. David took with him to Rabbab ; and with 
which he now^ as the text informs us, 
fought againfi ity and took it. For if it were 
not to relieve the foldiers who were ori that 
fervice, there^ feems to have been no neceflity 
of carrying new men thither, when the 
difficulty of the ficge was over. 

The reader will najturaHy obferve, that 
this was an expeditlbh^ and a conqueft, 
which caiiie very feafonably to remove 
David's melaficholy, to relieve his diftrefs, 
to hlot out the memory of his guilt in 
relation to Urtaby and to revive his glory in 
ivtm. And if Joab confidered it in this 
Kght, (as in all probabflity he did) the praifc 
of his generofky is Ml more ennobled in 
tliis vicfw; 

R A B B A H was a royal, a large, and a po« 
pulous city ; the metropolis of Arabia felix : 
watered, and, in fome meafure, enqom- 
paiTed, by the river Jabbok. It had its name 
from its grandeur, being derived from a 
Hebrew word, which iignifies to incrcafe 
and grow great ; and was cow in the heighth 
of its glory. 

Yql. III. E Poly- 
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Pol TBI us defcribes this city *, as built 
upon feveral little eminendes, on the top of 
a hill. It was a confiderable city when An^ 
tiocbus took it, yet it then only cohered the 
top of the hill i whereas it now not only 
covered, but encompaiied it. And therefore 
it is natural to think, that the taking of this 
royal dty brought David a great acceffion 
of glory, as the text afliires us it did of 
wealth. For we are told, that he not only 
took a crown of gold (adorned with predous 
ilones) of a great value -f* from the king's 
head, but like wife, thsx be brought forth the 
Jpoil of the city in great abundance. 

The king, JD^wV formally depofed ; 
and Dr. T^rapp thinks, that the form of his 
depofal was, by arraying him in his royal 
robes, (and probably placing him on his 
throne) with his crown upon hjs head, and 
then formally divefting him of all his en- 
iigns of royalty, fomewhat in the fame 
, manper, that the duke of Lancafter depofcd 
Richard 11. concerning whom Dr. Irapp 
adds this obfervation from his hiftorian,iVw^r 
ims prince fo gorgeous ivith lefs glory ^ or 
more grief 

* Hift. lib. V. f A talent. 

And 
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And it muft be owned, that the text 
feems to countenance this opinion of Dr. 
Trapp\ in that expreffion, jind he took ibei^ 
king's cro^nfrom off his head — *— and it 
'wasfet on David's head. 

The king nowdepofed was Hanuhy xkit 
fon of Nahajh : and inafmuch as we find 
Sboii of Rabbahy another fon of Nahajh^ 
fome time after this, in friendfliip \vith 
Davidy and (hewing him fignal kindnefs, 
at a feafon when nothing but friendship could 
exadt it firom him ; there is all the reaibn in 
the world to believe, that David, upton de^ 
pofing Hanun^ made Shobi his viceroy at 
Rabbab ; and treated him with fignal kind- 
neis upon that occafion. 

We now come to tibat part of David's 
cofidud^ ftetxungly the mdfi: exceptionable, 
after the afiail- 6f Uriah j and moft bitterly 
objeAed to, of all others : and that is, the tor-^ 
ttrrei which; the text gives us to underftandj 
he inflided oh the peoplb taken in Rabbah : 
fawing fome of them afunder, tearing others 
to pieces by harrows of iron, and burning 
others in brick-kilns. Commentators alfo have 
been, in fome meifure, tortured upon this 
point : fome interpreting the text, fo as to 

E 2 clear 
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clear IMvids charafter of the cruelty fcem- 
ingly charged upon him, in this account ; 
others allowing die fad, but poorly vindi- 
cating hia condu^ in that point ; ^id others 
charging it upon the hardncfs of his heart, 
in that ftate of impenitence in whidi they 
fi]|^K>fe him to have ftiil continue, from 
his ainainal commerce with Bati^eha. 

Before I presume to pafs any jqdgment 

upon thefe ofHnions, give me leave to pre- 

mife, <hat when David left Sboii in die. 

government of Raiifah^ it muft be prefuifted^* 

that h^ left fome, befides female fubjefts^ 

iJlQdcr his dominion : aiid therefore it is no 

way unreafonable to foppofe, that ^hw^Jaai 

took the royal city, . or City of, Wattrs^ it wasi 

i^ao,d?rfl!d to hinf> Ijy thebult of th* into- 

ple^ who fubmktedi ^ftd we^o reqeived volfst 

mercy : inafmuch as we find t^o% the feafc 

U>^tipij or hint of any one huinwi Qi1fe%ture^ 

b^ng either chajftized, or put to death, on 

thatoccafion. ^y we not jthen naturally 

itifcr, from this filence of the faf red writers, 

that the king, who was taken in the upper 

city, retired thither upon the furrender of 

the royal ciiy^ with the accomplices a^d in- 

ftruments of hi^ tyranny ^ ^d that ihcy 

only 
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only fuffer^d the cbaftjfemcnts due to their 
guilt, from the hand of David ? 

I N o w proceed to examine the opinions 
of commentators upon this point. 

And firft, Th^t David's fuppofed cruelty 
to the jimmoniteSy was the confequence of 
his having ftill continued in a flate of impe- 
nitence^.ris an opinion which, I think, I have 
already iliewn to be wholly without foun- 
dation : and., altho' the other opinion, that he 
infiiiS^d no oapital punishment upon them, 
is, I think, juftifiable * from the text, and 
hath been fhewn to be fo ^ y^t that he did 
chaftize them with the fevereft kinds of 
death, generally underftood by the text, I 
take to be the true opinion 5 not only, be-^ 
caufe the text hath always been underftood 
in that fenfe, by all y^wijb writers 5 but be- 
caufe I apprehend that condu<^ in David to . 

* Tlie expreflion in i Chron. xx. ?. is, in our trahf 
lation, And he cut them withfaws. Now the ^rd them 
is fiot ia the original \ and the expreffion might, in my 
apprehenfion, be as properly tranuated, And they (i, e. 
the peopler -whom David brought out of the city) cut 
withfaws^ &c.*— In the fecond book of Sam, xii. 31. 
the text is, And put them undit faws^ &c. Now fub- 
je£Kng men to labour, may, «s 1 apprehend, be as 
properly exprefled, by putting them under it, as fub- 
jedtBg them to tribute is ; end is the known idiom «f 
the Irijb language, and perhaps of others, 

E ? be 
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be more agreeable to the command of Go d ji 
the command of extirpating all the males o% 
every city that reiifted ; and the command 
of retaliating, upon every offender, the evik 
be was guilty of. 

That the puniihments now inflidled 
^jpon Ammony were Jfrnelite ponifhments, is - 
not pretended : that they were puniihments 
known in fome other countries c^ the Eaft, 
(in Perfia^ and in Damafcus) is undoubt* 
ed ; that the Ammonites were monftroufly 
cruel, cannot b? denied. The IJraeUteSy it 
is confefJed, received all people to mercy, 
that fubmitted to them. The Ammonites 
refufed the fubmiffion of the people of Ja^ 
beJh-Gilead (who offered to become their 
fervants) upon any lefs cruel condition dian 
that of tbrufting out every one of their right 
eyes *. If thefe were the gentleft terms, 
on which they would receive Ifraelites in^o 
protection, what treatment might they ex* 
pedl, if the Ammonites had obtained an un- 
conditionsil dominion over them ? In fhort : 
this one inftance (to fay nothing of their 
brutal behaviour to Davids embaffado^s) is ^ 

I 4 

* I Sam.'xi. i, 2. The very expreffion carries the . ' 
idea of the greateft cruelty in it. 

in 
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in the place of ten thoufand proofs, to de- 
monftrate that people very monfters of cru- 
elty ! What then can we fo naturally infer' 
from this conduft of David's towards them, 
as that he now retaliated, upon them, every 
inftance of their own cruelty to others ? Nor 
can we have the leaft doubt of this, when 
we confider, that this was the eftabliihed 
praftice of the people of God, towards all 
thofe of their enemies whom they conquered. 
Let me mention two inftances :, When Samuel 
hewed ^^^ to pieces before the Lord, (facri- 
ficed him to juflice) his reafon was, that he 
retdrted his own murders upon him : As thy 
/word bath made women cbildlefs^ fo Jhall thy 
mother be cbildlefs among women. When 
yudab and Simeon cut off Adonibezek's 
thumbs and great-toes, he himfelf acknow- 
ledged the divine juflice, in that righteous 
retribution of his own cruelty upon himfelf, 
crying out, {Judg. i. 7.) Three/core andten^ 
kings ^ having their thumbs and great" toes 
c^t ^ffy gathered their tfieat under my table ^ 
As I have done^ fo God bath requited me. 

I AM fenfible^ that fome {hort-fighted, 
fuperficial people have looked upon the Jews 
as the cniclleft of all coqquerors j little con« 

£ ^ fiderin 
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fideriog that they were raifed by G o d, on 
purpofe to be a fcourge upon every vice and 
villainy all around them. And perhaps no 
imaginable method could be found out^ more 
efTedtual to reprefs the enormities of a people 
every way profligate, and utterly abandoned, 
as the Canaanites then were, than to raife up 
a people eminently diftingui(hed by the divine 
favour and protection, to whom it Ihould be 
an inviolable law, and a fixed point of duty 
to God, tochaftize, in every man that came 
into their power, every enormity which they 
themfelves had committed ; and to retort, in 
a particular manner, their cruelties upon their 
own heads. For this was, in cfFcft, little 
lefs than if God himfelf had bared his arm, 
to take iignal vengeance on their monftroua 
enormities. 

Now, it is beyond all doubt, that this 
was the cafe of the Ifraelites in the midft of 
the abandoned world about them : and it 
is alfo beyond all doubt, from Pfalm xxi. 
unqciefltonably written upon this occafioo, 
that this was the Vety roafon <^ David^^ 
conduct in the cafe before us : Tbiw band 
Jhall fini 9Ht ail thine entmiei^ thy right' 
band faAU find, nut th^ that b§te tbee. Thu 

Jhalt 
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Jhalt make them as a fry ywin\ in the time if 
thine anger : the Lord Jhall /wallow them up 
in his wrath ^ and the fire Jhall devour them^ 
Their fruit Jhak thm dejiroyfrom the earthy 
and their feed from among the children of 
men. For they jntended evjl against 

THEE : THEV ZMAGitNBD A MISCHIEVOUS 
DEVICE, WHICH THEIT ARE NOT A8X*E TO 

PERFORM. Therefore Jhalt thou fet 

them as a butty ficQ.. 

And now what was Davids cruelty? It 
was evidently thip : He inflidcd thofe evils 
upon the Ammonites^ which they were wont 
to inflift upon others ; and which they, at 
this very time, intended to have inflicted 
upon Ifrael. He punifhed the iniquity of 
their own cruel prafiioes and purpofes. He 
executed that nioft equitable law of God 
upon them. And it is certain, that this 
alone were a fufficient juftiftga^tion of his 
conduft, that he made them fuifer the evil 
^hey meant to do *. A law, which it were 
the mofl: valuable intereft of mankind, to 
have equit^ly executed, in every fociety 

* J9<«f..xix. 19. TIw kw IS here limited to the evil 
intentions of ialfe witnefles, but the equity of it extends 
to all evil intentions wbatfoever : life mufit g^for lifcy 
iji for eycy &c. 

under 
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under heaven! and would at once prevent 
more evil, and puni(h it in a more rational 
and juftifiable manner, than all the penal 
lav^rs that ever were devifed *! 

To confirm this reafoning yet further, 
we fliould rcihembcr, that the Ammonites 
were early initiated into all the Canaanite 
cruelties : arid therefore, when I find David 
retorting their own cruelties upon them, I 
dare no more cenfure or revile him upon 
this head, than his enemies dare revile the 
people of Agrigentum^ for burning Phalaris 
in his own bull ; or ^hefeus the hero, for 
ftretching Procrujies beyond the dimenfions 
of his own bed. Even heathen cafuifts have 
determined, that no law could be more juft,^ 
than that which decreed the artifts of craelty 
to perifti by their own arts. What death 
then could be cruelty, to a people who could 
thraft out the eyes of a fubmitting, un- 
conquered enemy ? who ripped up the wo-, 
men with child of Gilead * ? a people who 
could bear the butchery of human vi<9ims 
to Baalpeor? What faw, what harrow, or 
what brick-kiln, could be punifhment encm^ 

* Amosu 13. 

to 
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to a people who could make their own chil- 
dren pafs thro' the fire to Moloch ? And 
therefore, whilft others, either from an 
affedtation of more gentlenefs and com- 
pafiion in their nature^ or the influence of 
falfe and fantaftic notions of mercy, confider 
Ddvid^ in the charadter of a tyrant, exer- 
cifing his cruelty in his conquefts, I, for 
my own part, confider him as the man (ifter 
God's own heart j ihflidting the righteous 
vengeance of heaven upon a mifcreant race i 
executing that vengeance upon guilt, (upoij 
thcfe enemies of God and goodnefs *) which 
Saul was dethroned for not executing : cm^ 
ployed in an office, the moft abhorrent from 
his nature, when viewed in the light of 
affliction to others ; and pleafing only, in 
the light of executin]g the righteous fentencc 
of God upon guilty 

So when an angel^ by divine command, 
Widi rifing tempefts fhakes a guilty land ^ 
Such as, of late^ o'er pale Britannia paft. 
Calm and fe^ene, he drives the furious blaft ; 
And, PLEASED th* Almighty's orders to perform. 
Rides in the whirhvind, and direds the ftorm. 

f Pfal. xxi. 8. Thins band JhaJi $nd ivt all ihint 
fmmiis : thy right-hand Jhall find out tbof^ that hate thee. 

If 
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I F I may be indued a conjo£h»rf ^ «n- 
^^tt reafon (or rather, circumftance) of this 
particular puniihment of makii^ the Ammc- 
nites pcfs tbrcugb the brick^kih^ I take to be 
this : it was well ki;iown» that the ^^fitf weee 
flaves in E^/pt ; \and particularly enflaved in 
brick-making and clay^JSw^/. i*:i4. ^^^ 
natural with all people at enmity, to reproach 
one apo);}ier with the meapnefs and;b^rei>efs 
of their . original* The Aamanites wero a 
cruel and infolent enemy^ ^d nothing could 
be more natural to fuch fpirits, when they 
had got wiy Jews in their power, than to 
cry out. Send tbejlaves tv tbeir brick-kilns % 
and fo torture them to death. And if fo. 
nothing could be more natural than for the 
yews to return them the. fanje treatment. 
And very probably it was in ^uiion to this 
reproach of their enemies, and to fupport 
his people under it, that David tells them, 
Pfalm }xvm. tct. i 3 . ^T^* fe iave lien Among 
tbe pMSy yttjhaHje he as the^ngs of a dove 
covered mthjiher -^— ^ That is, tho* ye wef e 
formerly obfcure and opprefled Haves, tied 
down to the drudgery of hrick<>making and 
pottery in Egypt y you fhall now be as glo- 
rk)U8 as you then were contemptible. T^ho" 
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ye have lien among the pots^ yetjhallye be as 
the wings of a Jove 4:owred wkhjilver^ and 
her feathers with yellow gotd. 

Axmnow tr.w^s, te;pnd all doobt^ 
(as { hiHAbly . ^^^^^hend )[ that Dasidy 
reaolled^ng ^e kte traini of God's %nal 
mercies and. delivecancea to hiiii, fuQg out 
the twehty.fitft' Pfalm in « tranfport oiF joy 
and thankfgivitig : ^he kingjhall joy in thy , 
firength^ O Lord^ and in thy fahationhow 
greatly Jhall he rejoice ! Thou haji given him 
bi^ bearf4 ds^e^ and' beffi not mtk-boldem 
the rtqtiefi of his lips. &elab. For fhou pre^ 
vmtejH bim^ wtk the hlejfings of goednefs : 
thou fetteft <i oro'm of pure gold upon bit 
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CHAP. V. 

Tamar is ravijhedy and inhumanly 
treated^ hy her ffwn Brother. That 
Rape is revenged by bis Death, Ab- 
lalcmi, who Jlew him^ flies to Go 
ihur. Nathan'^ prophecies further 
fulfilled. 

WH IS N JDoDtd had t^en RaMah, and 
all the o^er Qticsof^hmofty andpu- 
nifhed all the unfubmitting mifcreants which 
he found in them, as they deferved ; . he re- 
turned, with all his people, to Jeru/akm y 
but had not been long there, before anothec 
part of Nathan's prophecy, / will raife up 
evil againji thee out of thine own houfe^ 
began to be fadly fulfilled upon hitxi. 

Absalom, the fon of David by Maacab 
the daughter of Talmai^ king of Gejhur^ had 
a fifter by the fame mother, of fuch Angular 
beauty, that Amnon^ another fon of David's 
(the firft-born of his family) by Ahinoam 
the JezreelitefSy fell deeply in love with 
her J and being confcious, that his paffion 

WM 
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was very criminal^ he concealed it for fome 
time, but at the expence of his health and 
happinefs ) radced by the violence of aftrong 
defire, and the tenor of indulging it. Am- 
mn^ faith the facred writer, (zSam. xiii. z.) 
m^as fo vexed^ that be fell Jick for bis jyier 
^amarifor fhe was a virgin^ and jimnon 
tbougbt it hard for him to do anyjbing to ben 
It is natural to think, that tliis paffion is no- 
where fo wafteing and vexatious, as where 
it is unlawful. A quick fenfe of guilt (efpe« 
daily where it is enormous, as in the inftance 
before us) ftrikes the foul with horror ; and 
the impoflibility of an innocent gratification, 
loads that horror with defperation. A con- 
Aid too cruel, and too dreadful^ for human 
bearing ! Witnefs the two moft remarkable 
inftances of it, found in hiflory ^ that of 
AntiocbuSy for Stratonice his mother-in-law i 
zriAxb\soiAmnony for T^^^r his fifter. In- 
deed that of Antiocbus appears the lef^ cri-^ 
minal of the two ; inafmuch as he feemed 
determined to conceal his, to death*; and 
at the fanie time to haften that death, to pre-> 
vent its publication, had not the fagacity of 
EraJiJlratuSy his phyfician, difcovered it. 

* Plutarchy In the life of DeTnetrius. , 

Altho' 
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Altho' poffibly Amnm bad done the fame, 
had not the importmutjr of hifl falfe and 
ibbtile friend, J^nadai the fon of Shimea^ 
Davids brother, dxM^n die fecret from him. 
He pkkily pCTGeived, «hat Ammn^ difeaie 
"VfKA jfome fhx)ng ddfire tmgratiiied ; and in- 
fintated to him^ that he, who was a king's 
fbn, might give a loofe to bis defires, and 
defpife the reftramts of ordinary men. How 
vHe was this advice ! and how lamentable is 
h, that the heirs of rojraltjr, wbofc virtue isr 
of ininritelyxnoroconifeqncncethan that of 
meaner men, fliould yet be under more 
temfptation to taint it, from the poifon of 
infeAious fkttcrer* ! How much happier wasr 
Jinti^mns^ in the advice and friendfliip of 
MenedemuTthc phitofqpher ; when being in-* 
vitcd to 2 feaft, where a very beautiful cour- 
teian was to make a part of the entertain- 
ment, and afkingAf(pw^/?^w, What he fhould 
do ? he anfwered, Remember thou art a 
king^s fon^ '' and Jhouldji da nothing unwortfjy 
of thjfelf t "Jonadab was of a charadler 
diredHy contrary to that of Menedemus : he 

was of that fpecies of courtiers iiientiohed 
by Tacitus*, who can applaud all the a(ftion8 

* Annal. lib. iii. 

of 
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of princes, whether good or evil. And 
Amnon feems not far removed from that 
charader of Domitiatiy mentioned by the 
fame Tacitus 5 thgt be played the prince's fon 
in whoredoms and adulteries. And there- 
fore it is no wonder, . if Jonadab\ deteftable 
flattery * had its effeft upon fuch a fpirit. 

Amnon opened his whole heart toJblm,' 
smd told him his paffion for Tafnar - — ^ 
/ love Tamar my brother Abfalom's Jifier ) 
(he was afliamed to fay his own) j the fubtile 
and fupple courtier, whofe confciencc was his 
leaft concern, immediately furniflied iiitiv, 
with an expedient to gratify his pamOn^- 
He advifed him to t^ke his bed, and feign: 
himfelf fick ; and when his father fliould 
come to fee him, tp beg his prmiffion, 
that Tamar his lii^dr might attend him in 
his ficknefs, and prcpare^ him fome fufte-. 
nance ; which he believed he could take, if 
he faw it prepared by her. own hands. Tha 
defires of fick people are often fantaftical, 
and unaccountable ; yet muft often be in- 
dulged. The train took : David's patetiial 

* More criminal even than that of thePerfians to 
Cambyfes in the t^ like cafe, tho^ not altogether fo 
jnonftrousas (hatof Julia to, Caracalki 

YoT,, in. F • {tffeftioa 
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a£Fcdion did not fuffer him to be long abfent 
from a fick fon, his fiivourite, and his firft* 
born s nor allow him to hcfitetc upon grant- 
ing his petition. l!amar wa? inamcdiately 
ordered to attend him^ and did fo according- 
ly 5 and when flie had learned what food was 
moft agreeable to hhn, fet herfclf inftantly 
to prepare it for him, with all the houfc- 
wifely fkill of thofc Ampler ages \ where 
an utter infignificancy to all the purpofes of 
domeftic life made no part even of a 
princefs's praife. For the text tells us, that 
Jhe tookJlQur and kneaded it^ and made cakes 
in Irisjigbty and did bake the cakes j and 
added another preparation of them in a pan, 
and then ferved * them up to himj hut be 
reft^fed to eat. The infinuation was. That 
he was grown worfe. And, to cover the 
deceit the better, he ordered every body to 
go out of his room, as if he could bear 
neither the fight, nor the noife, of company. 
And when they were gone, he defired his 
fifter to bring the vktuals into an inner 
chamber, where he might eat unmolefted. 

* In tbe text it is. And fii Mi a pony and pwttd 
them cut brfkrg binu Which fiukes it probaUe, that 
ihc fried them in oiL 

She, 
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She, fufpe^ng ho evil, did ^ he defired. 
And w&en he found himfelf Oiut up with 
Iter, aiKt sufficiently retked itom his at^ 
tondaats, he then threw off the diiguife^ 
difcovered hi& wicked iateations, and quickly 
\ttpiSk toi^fe vioUncewkh her; from which, 
fiie^ ftrock with abhorrence of the j^ilt^ 
earneftly kboui^d tD difiuade him^ as from 

a crime unheard of in Iffael Wonki he 

expoie a fifler ta infanty? ^Woukl he cx- 

pofe himfelf ta indelible reproach ? The 

pka for hirfelf is inexpreffibly beautifiij — r 
And ly iobitbefJhaU Icaufe myjhame to g& / 
liow fliall I drive it ^way frorh me, and 
where (hall I hide it ? And finding th^t had 
per Weij^ widi him, ihe pceiTes hini, fromi 
ibt motives of im own flianid and irifan^ : 
And asfet thee^ ibau fibalt Be as me df the 
fools in Ifrael '■ You will, from this mo^ 
imaiit, l:« tceatkxi asf a bratey and a fooh loft 
to all fdnfe of humanity, ^ well as virtue i 
vtiU be degraded from the honoiif of heii* 
apftesent to the csbwti, inti) the lov^elb de^ 
groe of derL(k)ii aokl reproach -^-^ ' 

I T is remarkable, that the Greeks called 
every thing ^t was foolifti, by the name of 

fa Venus: 
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Venus * : and therefore they denominated 
folly, by a word derived from her name -f*. 
And it (hould feem from this paiTage, as if 
the Hebrews had fallen into the fame way of 
thinking. But the truth is, they were in a 
wifer way of thinking ; and denominated all 
iin, folly : which is its fofteft name. And 
poffibly Tamar now called tjiis guilt fo, for 
fear of too much irritating her brother. 

When this would not do, (he changed 
her tone, and tried to flatter him into forbear- 
ance. He was her father's darling, who 
could deny him nothing : he had only to 
fpeak to the king for her^ and his requeft 
would certainly be complied with. ■ But 
he, deaf to all intreaty, as well as to reafon, 
Kfteiied to nothing but theimpetuofity of his 
own brutal paffion ; and, beingftronger than, 
Jhey forced her. 

And here the flux and reflux of pafHon 
in a brutal breaH, is finely painted in the 
text. His brutality was no fooner gratified, 
in this inftance, but it broke out in another 
as extraordinary. The tide of his blood was 

Hecuba in TrosuL Euripidis. 
* f 'Af pwt/V>?, or rather, from the radix of it, i^fif. 

. * turned. 



the Life of King David. ^9 

turned, and it now ran back with 4$ much 
violence, as it had prcfled forward, before. 
Then Amnon bated her exceedingly^ faith the 
text, fo that the hatred wherewith he hated 
. her^ was greater than the love wherewith he 
had loved her. 

Commentators are at a lofs to ac- 
count for this fudden and exceflive hatred ; 
and indeed there feems to be fomething ex- 
traordinary in it. Tamar\ rape had an efFeft, 
upon her ravifher, dircdtly contrary to that 
of Dinah's upon hers ; but their circum- 
ilances were different: hope feconded and 
fupported Shechems paflion, not in itfelf 
criminal ; but defpair drove Amnon's into its 
oppofite extreme. This is often obferved to 
be the c^fe with paflions too tumultuous and 
unruly : Amnori% mind was firft agitated by 
luft, and then by remorfe, which drove to 
different extremes, like the vibrations of a^ 
pendulum. The horror of his guilt ftruck 
him with a fudden deteftation of her^ whom 
he deemed the caufe of it : he hated his 
fifler, when he fhould have hated himfelf. 
God abandoned him thus to the tumult of 
his own intemperate mind, to make this other 
punifliment of David's adultery, more fla- 

F 3 ^antj 
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grant; and the prpphcfs prcdidtion of G o d's 
ratfing up evil to bim out of bis own bwjty 
more conipicuous. For AmnorC^ barbarous 
behaiviour now precluded all poffibility of 
concealing his guilt. The moment his bra- 
tuality was indulged, he commanded his 
lifter out of his fight : Arife^ faith he ; be^ 

gone To which flie anfwered, That this 

fecond evil treatment was worfe than the firft. 
The firft had paflion to plead, and might be 

concealed, and repented of the fecond 

was a defigned, deliberate indignity, that muft 
draw eternal infemy after it. Therefore fhe 
had reafon to add, that there was no caufe 
for it. She had given hkn no caufe for ag- 
gravating his firft oflfence, by loading it with 
a^ immediate and public fcandal, and inde- 
lible reproaiih, upon her, himfelf, and his 
houjfe; upon the religion, and people of 
God. But he, as deaf now to decency and 
humanity, as he had been before to all fenfe- 
of ihame and confcience, called to his fer- 
t^nt that attended him, and bid him turn 
out that woman from bim, and bolt tbe 
door ajter her ■ ■■■ . The fervant obeyed, 
brought her out, and bolted the doo;- after 
her. 

Tamar 
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Tamar thus treated ; not parted with as 
an innoeent woman^ cruelly injured ; but 
thruil out as a proilitute, that bad feduced to 
fin 5 is the ftrongeft image oJF innocence, bar-^ 
barouily abufed, and infuiFerably infulted^ 
that hiftory affords us. The greateft injury > 
loaded with the greatefl indignities ! con-* 
tumely added to cruelty ! OpprelTed with 
forrow, and overwhelmed with (hame, Jhe, 
put ajhei upon her^ head^ and rent her garment 
of divers colours ^ and laid her hand on her 
bead^ and 'went on crying \ at once hiding 
her fliame, and defpairing to conceal it. 

In this condition (he pafTed on to her 
brother JibfalonC^ houfe, who feeing her 
confufion and diftrefs, eafily apprehended the 
caufes of it ; and put the queftion to hcir^ 
Whether her brother Amnon had been with 
her ? covering the grofs injury he fufpefted, 
under the veil of the mofl decent and diftant 
phrafe that could hint his fufpicion to her. 
And as if all that had not been enough, to 
fave her bluiOies, and let her fee, that he 
underftood her diArefs, he flopped her ihprt, 
from attempting any anfwer, by begging her, 
That fhe would fay nothing of the matter ; 
but endeavour to forget the injury, iinge It 

F 4 was 
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ivas a brother who had done it. But bold 

now thy peace ^ fnyjifier\ he is thy hr other 

regard not this thing. But as all he could 
fay could not remedy the evil, neither could 
it relieve it ; which feemi fufficiently im- 
plied, in what the facred hiftorian adds — ^ 
So Tamar continued difconfolate in her bro-^ 
therAbfalom's houfe. And, in all probability, 
flie continued fo her whole life long ; un- 
married, and undone. And AmnonhdA the 
horror of refle<Sing, that for one moment's 
bafe and brutal indulgence, he had made his 
bearefl: kinfwoman, an amiable and an m-- 
. nocent lifter, miferable to the laft moment of 
her life. 

How David refented this rape, we learn 
from the text $ which informs us, that he 
was very tvroth \ but how he puniflied it, we 
know not. The truth is, it was to no pur- 
pose for him to punifh it legally, and hardly 
poiSible to punifti it equitably j inafmuch as 
that could Jiot be done without at once ex- 
posing the infamy of his houfe, and cutting 
off the next heir of his crown. And how 
hard was it for % father to do this ? efpecially 
a father who was partly ^acceflary to the 
guilt, by a very unguarded compliance with 

his 
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his fon's irrational requeft. The legal puni(h- 
ment of a rape^ upon a virgin unbetrothed» 
was a fine of fifty fliekels of filver, to be 
paid to the father of the damfel, and an 
obligation upon the raviiher to take her to 
wife, without a power of divorce, Deuf. 
xadi. 28, 29. The firft of thefe penalties 
was infighificant in ' the cafe before us, and 
the fecond impradicable ; becaufe the mar- 
riage muft be inceiluous. 

This, cafe is alfo attended with another 
difficulty: The rape was committed in a city, 
and the damfel did not cry out ; and in that 
cafe, I apprehend, the law of Deuf. xxn. 
23, 24. muft be executed upon her. It is 
true^ Oie was not a damfel betrothed, and 
therefore the letter of that law does not 
extend to her cafe; but the equity of it does, 
becaUfe' the cricne committed, and Tamars 
offence againft that law, was equally great 
and Amnori% injury equally irreparable : con- 
fequently, had he been fentenced to death^, 
(he muft have fuffered with him ; and there- 
fore David could not punifli him, as he 
ought, without involving hjer in his fate ; 

♦ As he certainly muft have been by the law of 
heviu XX. 17. fwuncopirU^bisJiJler*s nahdnefs. 

and 
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and I apprehend it to be a rule of equity, 
rather to let the guilty efcape, than^ deilroy 
the innocent and the injured. 

Bu T it may be afked, ll^t becomes of 
Ae power of the Sanhedrim in that cafe ? 
If that court was now in being, and Daimd 
could proted Amnon from it, could he not 
^ well have proteded both himfelf and 
Batbjkeia?^ Confequently, how did he lie 
kinder any neceffity of deftro]ring Uriab^ to 
fcreen either himfelf, or Batijbeia, from an 
infamous puni(hment ? 

I ANSWER, That fuppofing that court 
in being, and that Amnon could be puniihed 
by it as he deferved, and Tamar at the f^me 
time acquitted, (which could not be, unlefs 
they could take upon them to difpenfe with a 
law of God) yet, what court takes cogni- 
fance of cauies not brought before it ? And 
how could this caufe come before it, when 
all the perfons interefted in the profecution 
of it, were at leaft equally interefted to con- 
ceal it ; which was by no means the cafe in 
the affair of Bathjbeha j whofe hufband was 
a very confiderable man, (greatly provoked) 
and greatly alliedf-as will be leen hereafter. 
And therefore the t^/o cafes are, in my 

opinion. 
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opinion, very difHirent : great, and, as I ap* 
pehendy infuperable difBculties, obftrufted 
the courfe of juftice, in y1mnoti% affair — * 

However, that guilt, which either 
human juilice, or human infirmity, could 
not chaftize as it deferved^ the divine venge- 
ance did. 

Absilom, altfao' grieved to the foul, 
for the injury done to his fider, and refent-* 
ingttto dead), yet fo well diflemUed his 
refentoient^ as not to take the lead notice of 
it to Amntm. He carefully concealed his 
refentment, at once to hide his intention of 
revenge, and to make it fure; and hid it 
thus, for two whole years together ; at the 
end of wlueh he invited his father, and all 
his brethren, to the cuftomary feftivity of a 
fheep-iheermg : which David declined, on 
acceont of Ac onneceffary expence to which 
it muft put his fon. Then Abfalom begged, 
and preUed him again : Howkeit be would not 
gOy faiA the text j yet, to foften the refufal, 
he gave him his bleiSing. Then Jbfalom 
begged again, ^AAmnon (his elder brother, 
and heir apparent of the crown) might ho- 
nour him with his prefcnce. This too David 
declined, for fqme time ; but being much 

prefled 
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preiled by Jibfalom^ (to whom he could not 
eafily refufc any thing) that he and the reft 
of his brethren might have leave to go with 
him» David at length confented ; and they 
went accordingly. 

Ab s A L o M, now determined to make Aire 
of his revenge, directed fome fervants^ in 
whom he could confide, to attend Amnon 
at the feaft, till the wine had raifed his 
fpiritSy and taken him off his guard j and 
then to be ready, as foon as he gave the 
word, to fmite and to jQay him. They did 
as they were dired:ed, and Amnon felL ■ 
Thus did Abfalomy at one blow, revenge him- 
felf upon his (ifter's ravifher, and rid himfelf 
of his rival in his father's favour, and only 
obftacle (as he apprehended) to his crown. 

When the fatal blow was given to 
Amnon^ the reft of the king's fons, terrified 
at what they faw, ftarted up from the table, 
feized every man his mule, and fled home 
as faft as they could. But faft as they fled, 
fame reached the palace before them, and 
told David^ that Abfalom haddeftrpyed all 
his fons. 

This news, we may well imagine, threw 
the king into the utmoflconfternation: drove 

him 
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himfeemingly eren to^defpair• He tore his 
cloaths, and laid himfelf upon the earth, as 
one abandoned< to diftrefs 7 and his fervants 
i):ockl difconfolate around him, with their 
g&rntents torn alfo ; tjliyonadaij recolleft- 
ing himfelf, \n his fubtilty, and running over 
the train of his own thoughts, eaiily con-> 
eluded, that Ammn only was killed ; and 
iimnediately took upon him, to. affure the 
king, that it muft be fo : Let not the king ^ 
laith he, Juppqfe that they banjejlain all the 
young men^ the king's fons : for Jmnon only 
is dead: far by the appointment ef jibfahm^ 
this hath been deiirminedy from the day that 
be forced his\J^irTamar ^.. Now^ there-^ 
f^Cy Jet notiihyMrd the king take tbejbing 
toi&s:bearty to think that all the king's fons 
arjt'deddy forAmnon only is dead. Imme- 
diately the young men, who were upon the 
watch, gave notice that they faw a croud of 
pe6{>le coniing by the way of the hill fide. 

* What unparallelled impudence and effrontery was 
this, to fpeak with fuch calmnefs and unconcern, of an 
hprrifd vill'iiny, which he himfelf had contrived, and of 
which he now faw the dreadful confequences ! What ^ 
mlfcreant minifter was this, and how ihuch fitter to be 
admitted into the counfels of hell, than into thofe of 
Jiavid! 

And 
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And inAantly, Jpfladak ciioA Out Co thd 

king» That his fons #erecMnfc ^Mit 

csme t$ pafsy faitb the text^ «i fi§n as be 
bad made an end ^fj^aking^ tbat^ b^M^ 
tbe king^sfo^s €anU^ Snd-lift t^tbfir voice^ 
and wept ; and the king alfo^ dftd alt ini 
firvantSy weft very fir e^ JniMfakmjkdi 
amd "went io Talmai the fifi ^ JbmiibtiUi kitig 
0f Gefiur : and David mourned fir bisfitk 
everyday. 

Akd thus did God^ by "tPithdawing 
his reftraiaing grace from Anmrn^ and. 
leaving him a prry to his owtx paffions^ ruifi 
ixp evil ta David tmt 9f bis ome bmfi: A 
daughter ravifhed by her own brbther } that 
brodier, murdered by another bfothtT; and 
that other, in exile opoix that accioisnt: and 
ibon to perifb, by a £ite yet oiotr de^oiubte^ 
had it not been moredeimed ! 

And now began another, andmoredrcad*^ 
ful, prophecy of Natban^ to be fulfiUod 
upon Davidy before his own eyes : the 
fword was now £rft brought m upon hk 
houfe, attended with this dreadfu} afitirance^ 
of never departing fiom it. 
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CHAP. VL 

Joab*f Device to get Ab^om recalled 
by ffieam of the wife Woman of Te- 
)aoaiiyfucceeds. Being brought back 
to Jerufalem, be is not admitted t9 
the Km£s BreftnUy but remanded 
to Bis own Houfe, fP'bat folhmed 
thereupon. 

ABSALOM'S fhecp-fhcering was itt 
haalhazor^ re^xlB»phram\ about dght 
xiules itotujemfakm. He fled, tfee n»- 
nient his brother was killed : and one msy 
well believe, his accdtnplices ftedl with Mmj 
who pfdbably were Gejhutitet^ iomt of his 
iftbthet's friends 5 and fo were fure of the 
protection of Talmai^ for revenging the 
vidbnce done to his grand-daughtcr. Ataid 
tliere is no dcmbt bat th^ lock their mou. 
fures & well, that no purfuit from Jerufa^ 
km^ had any been attempted, could ovcr- 
tdce them. But B^id, who muft be 
diowed to have been criminally indulgent 
to his children, waanot of a difpofition ta 

reven^, 
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revenge the death of one favourite fon, by 
diat of another ; e^ci^ly when his guilt 
was no moiie, than diat of revenging an 
aftipn initfelf* Worthy of death. 

The, Vulgate and Septuagint inform us, 
that when David heard of Amnon\ crime, 
he was much enraged; but would not grieve 
his fon's ipiric, becauib he loved him, being 
his eldeft fon. It is true, this addition is 
hot found in the Hebrew text ; yet it is 
confefledly very antient, and probably but 
too tnie. And if fo, he could but ill punifh, 
in Jbfaltm^ the chaflifement of that ^ilt, 
which his own feafpnable chaflifement of 
Amnori% earlier enormities might have pre- 
vented. And in that cafe, his refentment 
mufl recoil upon himfelf ^ and acquit jibfahm^ 
And poffibly this may be the true reafon, why. 
we hear nothing of any meafures he took to 
hnii%Abfalom to juflice, and why he mourned 
fomuch, and fo long, ioiAmnon. For we learn 
from zSam. ziii. 37. that he mourned long 
and daily for him. However, at the end of 
three years, his afFedion for jihfalom got tho 
better of a fruitlefs grief, for a lofs which 
could not be recalled ; and be was comforted 
(faith the text) concerning AmnoUy feeing bf 
was dead. And 
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And now, his concern was, to be fo 
long robbed of the fatisfaftion of feeing an- 
other child, who was fo dear to him : as if 
he had taken up JJ^i^il^^i&'s complaint *, 
Wbyjhould I be deprived alfo ofthsxxi both in 
one day ? 

- 1 N this condition he pined and languifhed 
for his fon: And the foul of king David y 
^th the text, longed to go forth unto Abfa-^ 
km s as if hijs foul would have rejoiced even 
to have quitted his body, to go out and meet 
him. 

J o A B quickly perceived the king's con- 
dition s ^d thought he fhould pay ;his court 
to advantage, if he could contrive to deceive 
and furprife him into a refolution of re- 
calling his fon frop exile. To this purpofe^ 
he inftruifted a w<^man of good fenfe, and 
great addrefs, (froni Tekoab^ a diftant city 
of Judab) wIk) waited upoi^ the king, in 
the air and habit of a difcopfolate widow, in 
mourning, and deep diilrefs, on account of 
her fon ; whom his own family were pur- 
fuing to death, for having flain his brother, 
in an accidental contention, in the field — ^ 

* Gen. xxvii. 45. 
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The moment (he appeared before the king, 
(he fell upon her face, and iitiplored his aid ; 
Help, O king ! - — She then, told him her 
cafe, and added all the alleviating and 
diftrefeful circumftances^ that could move the 
king's compaflion : The brothers were alone 
in the field, and none to part them j pofli- 
bly he might flay his brother, either undc- 
fignedly, or in his oWn defence. He was 
her only child, the only hope and ftay of 
her family ; and if they cut hinv ofF*» they 
.would leave her hufband neither namey 
nor remainder^ ufen the earth. 

The king foon felt her diftrefs t the^fe 
was too like his own, to fuffer him to be 
unmdved. He told her^ Che might return 
to her houfe, and leave the care of her bufi* 
nefs to him ; he would give proper diredtibfis 
about it< But (he, not having yet what (he 
wanted, took occafion, from her feeming- 
folidtude for her fori, to continue the con- ^ 
vcrlkti^n; rr-^— She added. That if ihe had 

* The expreffion in the original is fingularly beatiti- 
ftil and expreflive : And fo they Jhdll qiiencb my coal that 
is left* Attd Heathen authors feem to have copied it 
from hence. So thofe few men who furvived the deluge V 

aie called by Plato and Lucian ^ttTt/fa, live coals ^ who 
were to rekindle the rital flame^ and continue the hu-* 
man race. 
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prcfled his majcfty to any thing in itfelf un- 
juft, or any way mifinformed him, or mif- 
rcprefented the ftate of the cafe, (he wifhed 
all the guilt of that iniquity, or mifrcpre- 
fentation, might fall upon her own head,^ 
and upon her family r My lordy king ! 
the Iniquity be on mCy and on rAy father s 
houfe : and the king and his throne be guilt" 
lefs. The king then bid her, if any hody 
moleftcd her any more, to bring them before 
him, and he would take care to flop any 
fiirther proceedings againfl her. She then 
begged, that in making that promife> to 
ftay the avenger of blood from caufing any 
farther deftruftion in her family, he would- 
remember the Lord his God: that i$i 
remember he made that promife in the pre^ 
fence <rf Go Ds drawing him thus, diftantly, 
and infenfibly, into the obligation of an oath. 
Her addrefs had its efFc<3: : and the king, tp 
convince her of the integrity of his intentions, 
immediately anfwered, As the Lord livetby 
there Jhall not one hair of thy f on fall to the 
earth. 

Having gained this point, fhe then 
begged leave to fay one word more. And 
having obtained permiflion, fliehnmcdiately 

G 2 proceeded 
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pfoceedcd to expoftulate with the king, upon 
his own conduft, and unkindhefs to the peo- 
ple of God, in net pardoning his own fon, 
and bringing him back frojn exile. His 
toercy to her fon, made hitn f^lf-condemned 
in relation to his Own ; whofe killing his 
brothet Was, in many refpe^s, more ex- 
cufable. She then added a very natural 
and feafonable reflection — ► That death was 
the common lot of all men ; fome by one 
means, and fome by another : That, in that 
ftate, *we are like water fpi It upon thegroundj 

« 

^bich cannot be gathered : That God, if 
he pleafed, could ftrike the offender dead ; 
but inafmuch as he did not, it was, becaufe 
he would leave room for mercy : That he 
had devifed means in his own law, to arreft 
the avenger of blood ; and, in his appointed 
time, to recal the man-flayer from his exile, 
in the city of refuge *. 

But here, apprehending (lie might have 
gone too far, and made too free with ma- 
jefty,' in expoftulating fo plainly upon a 
point of fuch importance ; (he excufed this 
prefumption, from the force put upon her 

mi 

♦ Where be was to continue to the death of the 
Jxigh-prieft, Numh* xxxv. 25. 

bv 
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by her people } who had fo feverely threatened 
her, that, in this extremity, (he plainly faw 
(he had no rcfource, or hope of relief, but 
in laying her fon's cafe before the king : 
which (he, confiding in his majefty's mercy, 
and affuring herfelf, that he would hear her 
with his wonted ptience and clemency, at 
length adventured to do.; hoping that it 
ihight be a means of faving both herfelf, and 
her fon, from being deftroyed out of the 
inheritance of God ; infinuating^ that h^r 
own life was wrapt up in his, 

Th E kjng, obferving the uncommon art 
and dexterity of her addrefs, in the manage* 
ment of t^is affair, Immediately began t0 
fufpedt, that it was a thing concerted be*r 
twecn her and Joab. ^ And previoufly 
charging her not to hide it frftm him, he 
put the queftion diredJy to her ; h not the 
band of Joab nvitb thee in alfthis ? And 
the woman, not daring to difguife the 
matter any further, anjhveredy andfaid^ A^ 
thy foul Hvethy my lord the king^ none can 
turn to the right hand or to the lefty from 
ought that my lord the king hathfpoken : for 
thy fervant yoah he bad me^ and he put all 
thefe words^Jn the mouth of thy hand^maid : 

G 5^ t9 
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to fetch about tbrsform of fpeecb^ bath thy 

fervant jfoab done this thing : and my lord 

is wife^ according to the wifdom of an angel 

of God^ to know all things that are in the' 
earth. 

Then the king, turning io J oab^ (who 
was all this while in the prefence) ordered 
him to go for his fon, and bring him home. 
And the king /aid unto Joab^ Behold^ now 
I have done this thing : go therefore^ bring 
the young ntan Abfalom again. 

lAMlenfible, that the y^e^i; are generally 
confidered as an illiterate, barbarous peo- 
}>le; and the charge is fo far juft, that thcjj;; 
defpifed the learning of other nations : but 
this, \fj no means infers them either igno^ 
rant or barbarous: I own they appear to me 
in a very different light ; and although I ihali 
jxot now infifl:, that the Bible is the fountain- 
head of all true politenefs, and what is 
properly called good breeding amon^ man- 
kind, (as I am well iatisfied it is) y^t I will 
^venture to declare, that the (ingle de%n and 
'addrefs of this device, now recounted, are 
fufficient proofs (if there were na other) to 
evince this people neither unpolitc, nor un- 
informed. 

But 
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But to proceed !■ ■ ■ >* ^ 

W« B >i David coofen ted isa recal Abfakn^^ 
and appointed 3^m^ to rondhfl' btm hoQM, 
^M^ bowed hitnfelf down to the e9rth ; and 
thanked him^ as for the greateft obligation 
bts majefly could cooler i^K>n him : 70*4^ 
thy jirvant kn^wtth^ that I have found gfiice 
in thy fight ^ my krd^ O kingy in tb(it the 
king btUbfiilfiikd the requefi jrf bis firvatU: 
placing that ot^igation intirdy to his own 
fcore, whidh) he knew, was tlie greateft he 
could ky upon his mafter. A refinement 
of JSattery, and i3Mvt&\ not «aiiiy i^naliod ! 

\^HEN this was done, Joai^ faith the 
text, art^y and^ent to Gefhur^ snd hrmght 
Abfalom t^ yerufaltm : Well pleafed, we 
may be aifared, to be at once the olcfleng^r 
of his prince's mercy to the heir appaiseat of 
, his crown, and the tnftrument of their re- 
conciliation: which could (lot fail to^ecuoe 
him a prefcnt fifnd of fevouf wiih thie fa-* 
ther ; and an eqital fund, ia i««erBan, witb 
the fon. Btrt bowever, s^khough the ki£^ 
ib far forgave Abfxhmy as to recal him frgan 
exile : )ret, when lie fotumed, he oxderefl 
him to be taken dtredly to his own iioiME^.; 
and forbad h^i^ to |ee ^is face, lAnd ,4^'* 

G 4, km 
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torn continued thus for two whole yearjS in 

yerujalemj without being once admitted into 

his i&ther's prefence. A difcountenance, an4 

a rebuke, at leail^ little enough, to fignify 

the king's abhorrence of his late cruel revenge 

upon his brother; and, in all appearance, 

not more than was neceilary, to mortify his 

pride, and reprefs • his popularity ; / which 

now, in all probabi|ity, b6gan to blaze out, 

upon the news of his reconciliation to his 

father. And this I apprehend to be the rea- 

fon, why the facrcd hiftorian fubjolns to this 

account of the king's difcoontenance, a parti-- 

cular defcription oijibfalom's beauty j which 

is a natural and common foundation of po- 

pular'ity : and then adds an account of his 

having three fons, and one fair daughter, 

(whom he named after his unhappy fifter. 

Tamar) which was alfo another fountain of 

pride, popularity, and prefumption. . 

His beauty is thus celebrated; That in 

^a\\ I)!rael^ there .was none to be fo much 
ptaifed; upon that fcore : and that it was 
without alloy, or abatement, from any im- 
perfection •. thzt from the /pie of /jis foot, tg 
th cr^wfi of his head^ there was no blemijb 
ihiwK There is no pairticular mentioned, 

- .^ . ■ befidcs 
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befideshis hair: and the beauty of that is only 
implied in its quantity ; which was indeed 
;pFodigious ! weighing, upon the loweft com- 
pilt^tion^ at le^ three pounds : which 
Height be eafily eftimated, by weighing what 
.wa$t cut off, in his annual polling, (for we 
amtold h0 pollj^d it annually on account of 
*ilal exosffivc weight) and examining, what 
pCQpQttion that bore, to what remained^ 
An4 aUhough a good deal of this may be 
aecQunjied for, both from the.ufage of long 
}mi\ and the great quantity of oyl, then in 
ufe^ which added both to the growth and 
.weight ; yet it is evident from the text, 
thrift there, muil have been fomething i^n it, 
,a,ccounted very fingular, even at that time, 
^ , A1SSAI4O M had, it mu^ be owned, a very 
,fii:(gular excellence of form; but with that, 
nothing truly eftimable, that we know of. 
His character feems nearly allied to that of 
Aurelja Orejiilla^ mentioned by Saluft^ who 
had pQthing praife worthy about her, befiides 
her beauty. -- 

; T« I s vain youijg man, weary with being 
/p long detained in that confinement and bbr 
fcurity, jfo mortifying to his pride, and (o 
uofriendly to his popularity, fent a meflenger 

to 
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to yoah^ to dcfire to fpeak* with him ; vx 
order to prevail uj)on him, to folictt hk 
interceffion with the kmg, to be admitted 
to his prefence* And^ on his not c6ming 
tipon the iifft iadeflage, he ftat * a fccond. 
And when he lound no hetter fu^cers^ finom 
his^ fecond mefliige, he drdcMdjbis fenrantSL 
to fet a fie}d of bftdejr, y^idi ^^^ had 
contiguoQS to his bwa, on ^re ; ^ and thi^ 
tfid accordingly: which J^ah rfc&oting, iMAt 
Immediately to ejfpofti^teWlii him; iipdii 
die injnry ^vA\Am^MfMi^m iaiilwerod,3^buik 
^finding the nteilages he had lent hkn; ine& 
fcftnal, he took that method to bring hai* to 
him } and gain an opportunity of icnffing 
him to the king, to intercede for permiffioh 
to be admitted to hisprcfcnce. Pbrff that 
could not be obtoined, To what porpoft Wats 
it for him to return ivom Gejhurf He might 
as wcU have continued there in exile ftilL In 
fliort, he infifted with y ^^5^ * that he miift 
fee the king, at any rate : Now theriftri^ 
faith he, let me fee the king's face ; and if 
there be any iniquity in mey ht him tUt me. 
His impetuofity prevailed : ^oab was cJncb 
more fent to intercede with the king for him: 
his intercelffion fucceeded-s ^nd Jlbfahm^fr^^ 

^ admitted 
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adttiittci! , ta t|ie royal prcfence, where he 
did obeifance, humbliiig himMf before the 
king, with his face to the grotind. And the 
king was reconciled, affid kiflfed him. 

Th fi reader little verfed in courts, ts apt 
to be furpriled, (as atiirft :fight I own I was) 
to fee ^«^ fb zeafous to get j^jalm- re- 
xaWk^ ^om exiie, and fo oibfcrve him after- 
wards fo cold and indifferent, to have him 
rc-eftay Whed in hfe fe&cr's favour. * 

"Ttii truA iff, wheh Jcai had greatly 
gratified the king, and gaitted' credii whh 
tarn; byhtin^^fysi^jiB^omxqyer^atem, 
he htti fittte reafbri, ' ^ a miniftef , to be foll- 
■dtoas to bring ^im ' aflibtit ifce tang's peifofl, 
aiid ifeitere hhri to ftitt fevoiif: - tecdtife. 
ih'tfiat cafe) he' itnght n^uwiffy apprehentf, 
•Aat JS^/ai$mYhitcn& wirii his fafter nright 
tmpaif his own. ^ ^is the- young man^ 
^awftril*>h coiMbat iH endure; mid thtfrc- 
fore he took diis e3fctttttM:dt«ary ftfep, tolsCfet 
right with his father. A ftep, which fliewed 
him determined to go any lengths, rather 
than fall fhort of his ambitious aims. He 
lliatxoaldfet his friend's field on iire, barely 
to be admitted to court, would little fcruple 
to fet his country in a flame, (if I may be 

allowed 
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allowed the expreflion) to be raifed to a 
crown : although, poffibly, this injury to 
"Joab might have been^ in fome meafure/ 
an artifice, to prevent the king's fufpicion of 
their combination, and JoaV% too great 
attachment to the intereil of his fon. 

As toAbfaloni% refolution of being brought 
^to the king, even at the hazard of his life ; 
it feems to be much lels the effect of forti«- 
tude, than prefumption upon his father's 
fondnefs. jimnon\s mofi heinous injury 
to Tamar^ . being irreparable, well deferved 
death. And Abfahm well knew, his father 
would not be extreme^ for punifhing it, as it 
deferved, out of form. The provocation 
was tpo grievous, not to excufe great irrcgu^ 
larity in revenging it 1 efpecially not to ex- 
<:ufe it, in ' a fbn, fo exceedingly beloved. 
And therefore jibfalmf' might fafely ofier 
hunfelf as a vidim to his idler's vengeancei. 
iccure not to be facrificed to it« 
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CHAP. VII. 

David falls fick about this time. A 
Digref/ton^ fhewingy that his Dijletn- 
per was, probably, the Small-pox. 

THAT David, at fomq part of his 
life, was afRifted with a grievous 
diftcmper, which he confide red as the 
chaftifement of God upon him for his fins, 
feems fufficiently evident, from many paf- 
fages in his Pfalms^ particularly, xxxviii *. 
:^xxix. xl. and xli -f*. That this calamity 
fell upon him about the time that a danger- 
ous and rebellious confpiracy was formed 
igainft him, appears^ front the fame Pfalms. 
And forajfmuch as we hear of no more than 
one confpiracy of that kind formed againft 
him, it follows, that his ficknefs fell upon 
him about this time. And that his diftemper 
was that which is now known ^o us, under 

* O LfOrdy rebuke me not in thy wratb^ neither chajlen 
me in thy hot difpleafure. 

Ver. 2. For thine arrows Jiick faft in me^ and thy 
bandprejfetb me fore. 

t Ver. 4. Ifaid^ Lord^ he merciful to mi : heal myfoul\ 
for I hctvefimud againji thee. 

the 
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the name of the Small-pox^ is (as I conceive) 
very probable, from the fame P/alms. 

PsAL. xxxviii. 3. ^Tbere is no foundnefs 
inmyflejby &c, 

5. My lowndsftink^ and are corrupt. 

7. My loins are filled mtb afire difeafe 
(He was afflidted with violent pains in his 
back, or perhaps the weight of the diftemper 
fell upcxi thofe parts) : and there is m found- 
tiefs in my fiejh. 

S4 I am feeble and fore broken. 

lo* jis for the light of mine eyes^ it alfo 
is gone from me. 

1 1 . My lovers and friends fiand aloof from 
my forey and my kinfmen fiand afar off. 

Ps AL. xxxix. It, When thou with rebukes 
doft correSi man for iniquity ^ thoumakeft his 
beauty to confume away^ like a motby fretting 
a garment. 

No w, I apprehend^ that there is no other 
diflemper, in which all thefe chara£bers» 
univerfal forenef^, and unfouqdaefs of the 
flefb, corruption, ftench, temporary blind- 
hefs, (for fuch David's was) and lofs of 
beauty; are at once.. united, except the 
fmall'pox : particjilarly that lofs of beauty 
which is caufed by reducing the fkin into the 

coft- 
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condition of a garment fretted by moths. 
And fandy, never was diftemper charad:er- 
ized by a clearer or more beautiful allufion 
and image, than this. 

Th t s will alfo be confirmed^ \fj confider-* 
ing that this was y^^'s diftemper ; and diaf 
David fonnd him&lf in tfae.&me condition 
with Job. - 

That this was ^o^^s diAemper^ (^^ 
poling it of the number of thofe known to 
us) is apparentiy clear, from that £ngle 
diaradter of it ; that he was fmitten mtb 
boilSy from the fote of his foot unto bis 
crown *. The fame thing is alfo apparently^ 
clear, from another paiTage, Job xix. 20. / 
am tfcaped wifb the fltin of my teeth. His 
difeafe bad fltlpped off all the rei^ of his 
mn, even that on the infide of his mouth 1 
which fuffidentiy confirms it to have been 
the fmalUfoK. 

I N this diftemper Job complains «f*, that 

God had made him to be forfaken of his 
companions and friends ; that he compaO!ed 
him with his archers ; tore his x^ins, and 
blinded his eyes - — My skin is broken, and 

♦ Job ii. 7. t Jobxvi. 7, i^c. 

become 
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become loatbfome^ ; be^ (that is, man) as a 
rotten things confumeth^ as a garment that is 
motb-'eaten. Tbou bajt made defolate all my 
company -f*. My friends J corn me ||. His 
archers compafs me roundabout. He cleaveth 
nr^ reins a/under ■ My reins be con/umed 

mnthin me : he breaketb me with breach upon 
breach. On my eye-lids is the Jhadcw of 
death %* There are other circumftaiice$(be- 
fides thefe laft-mentioned) to prove this to* 
have been ^^^^'s diftemper ; but as niy pur- 
pofe in recounting thefe^ was only to fhew, 
that David's diftemper was the fame with 
his> I therefore recounted thofe only in 
which they both agreed. 

Now the reader will find every one of 
thefe complaints, from the mouth of Davidy 
in the paflages now quoted, and referred to : 
and therefore I thmk it clear, that his dif- 
eafe was the fame with Job's' ^ that is, 
that it was (probably) Xhtfmalhpox ; confe- 

* Job vii. 5. + Ibid, xvi, 7. P Ibid. ver. 20. 

X Now, befides the poetic beauty of this expreffion, 
there is alfoapropriety in it, every way expreffive of his 
condition in the ffnall-fox i which deferves carefully to 
be attended to. iThe blindnefs was not from zny^dStSt 
or diftemper in his eyes, but from the' clofing of his 
eye-lids. . « 

qiiently. 
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quently^ not that diftemper which the liber- 
tine world would iniinuate. 

The fame thing appears alfo, as I appre- 
hend^ from fbme of thofe Pfalms which 
David y^tott upon his recovery*. Thus, 
in Pfalm ciii. he bleifes God^ who healed 
all his difeafes^ that his youth was renewed 
like the eagle's. Now it is generally under^ 
ilood of the eagle, that when his feathers 
molt, and fall off gradually, and new one$ 
fucceed, his youth is renewed with his 
plumage ^. Which' carries no unapt or un- 
natural allufion, to a man whofe old ikin, 
rough and fcaled with the fmall-pox^ falls 
off piecemeal, and is fucceeded by another, 
fmooth and youthful: although I am ih- 

* Thefe, as I apprehend, are four in all : Pfalm xxx. 
ciii. cxvi. andcxlvi. 

t Now I am well afiured, that theft feathers iall by 
pairs, one in each wing ; and that thofe which fall at once, 
are the two feathers exaftly correfpohding to each other, 
in each wing ; and that this pair is renewjed by a new 
growth, before the next pair falls. A plain appointment 
of providential wifdom and goodnefs! for by thus 
preferving the exaS balance of the wings, which a very 
little inequality (the difference of lefs than half a feather) 
in either would deftroy, the eagle is never utterly 
difabled from purfuing his prey ; though icbeevideht he 
cannot purfue it with full vigour, till all his feathers be 
renewed j and therefore' his youth is then faid tQ b« 
reftored. 

Vox. III. H clUied 
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elined to believe from the text^ that it iitoy 
alfo carry another alluiion. 

CoMMfiNTATOiis, ill their Comments 
apon this text, quote St. Augufiin^ and St. 
E^ipbanius^ as affi^rting, that when &e e^e 
grows cdd, and that crooked, iricruiled fub* 
ftance of his hill increafes to fuch a degree, 
that he cannot eat, he ftrike^ his bUl agaiaft 
a , rocl^, till he beats off his exoefs of \^9k^ 
and is s^n ia ^ condition to take food j by 
which his ftrength is renewed, ai^d wl^ 
that, apparently, faiis. youjdi. No.w (if I am 
];ightly informed) it is. :no. uncommon cafc^ 
in ati^ JmaU-'pox^ for men to have thcif: 
Qioaths fo incrufted with it, that th^ a^TQ 
BtDeriy incapable of taking any food, or any 
fuilenance, but from liquids ; and that with 
great difficulty : but when that incraftation 
&lk off, they are then in a^ioadition to, ta|ce 
Proper nourifhmcnt ; by which their ftrengtb 
is refiored* And if that was Davids cafe, 
dien is the beauty and propriety of the al- 
hifion in the text, fufficiently evident For 
then might he truly fay of his Gop, wba 
fatisfied thy mouth with goad things^ fo that 
tjy youth is renewed like th^ eagUs. 

Tha* 
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Th a t David's diftcmpcr was the fmaU-^ 
pox, is, I think, again confirmed from 
another PJalm s written alfb in thankfgiving 
for his recovery : I mean the cxlvith. 

Let it then be previoufly obferved, that 
a man, confined to his bed by ficknefs^ 
may very properly be confidered as a pri- 
foner ^ and confcquently, his recovery may 
be confidered^ as a reftoration to freedom. 
Now fiippofe a man recovered from the 
fmcdh-poXy in which he was blind and 
hongry ; under an incapacity of eating, for 
fome time ; in what words could that man 
more naturally celebrate the goodneis of G o d 
to him, than in thofe of Damd^ in this 
Pfalm? Ver. i. Pruife theLard^ O my foul. 
Ver. 2. While I Mn)i^ will I praife the Lord^ 
&c. Ver. 7. Which execuUth judgment for 
the opprejf'edi whifh giveth food to the hungry 2 
the Lord Icofoth the prif oners. Ver. 8. ^Tbt 
Lord openetb the eyes of the blind -, the Lord 
raifeth them that are bowed do/nsn. . . 

Tr£ reader will pleafe to obferye, that 
the expreffion of opening the eyes of the blindly 

♦ This fingle circumftaBce /ufiiciently evinces Da* 
v/flTs diftemper not to have been that other iiifedion, * 
whofe blindnefs is not temporary. 

H 2 very 
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very naturally points out the condition of 
a man recovered from ihc/malUpox; whofe 
blindnefs arofe, like yoA\ not from any 
defeat or diftemper in his eyes; but from 
their being (hut up^ by the clofing of his 
eye-lids *. 

The fame thing is, I think, yet further 
confirmed, from the accounts which David 
himfelf hath left us, of the confpiracy 
formed againft him in his ficknefs, in the 
thirty-eighth and forty-firft PJalms, Now 
I will venture to fay, that there is no fick- 
nefs incident to man, in which a confpiracy 
could be more naturally encouraged, and yet 
at the fame time, fo efFedually difcovered to 
die perfon concerned, as the fmall-pox^ of 
the confluent kind, in which the patient is 
often obferved to lie, for fome days, feem- 
ingly fpeechlefs, and utterly infenfible i and 
yet in reality, is fometimes fenfible and 
intelligent, 

•I HAVE often heard a man of known 
veracity (yet living) affirm, that he very 

♦ I know the cxprcffion is ufed in the gofpel, in 
relation to our Saviour's miraculous cure of blindnefs : 
but there is no reafon to believe, that any fuch cure 
was wrought in the days of David. 

well 
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well remembers himfelf in that very con- 
dition, under that evil difeafe, in which ha 
frequently heard himfqlf pronounced fpeech-* 
lefs, infenfible, and paft all hopes of re- 
covery ; under this very lingular and happy 
circumftance, that he had a thorough con- 
tempt of the ignorance and ftupidity of all 
who pronounced him in that ftate. 

Now David fays of himfelf, in his 
diftemper, PfaL xli. ver. f . Mine enemiet 
/peak evil of me : Wbenjhall he die^ and bis 
nameperijh ? 

6. And if be come to fee me^ be Jpeaketb 
vanity : and bis heart conceivetb faljhood 
within himfelf \ and when he cometh forth y he 
telleth it. 

7. jill mine enemies whijper together againjt 
me : even againjl me do they imagine this 
evil. 

8. At evil difeafe^ fay they^ cleavethfajt 
unto him 5 and now that he lie thy hejhall rifo 
up no more *. 

* Some have imagined, that Davifs diflemper wa9 
the Igprofy 5 but they forget, that, in that cafe, he mull 
have Seen depofed, 9sUzziah thegreateftof hisfucceflbrs 
was, and fliut up in z feverai-hoti/lfy where he remained 
fi>r JQuiny years, to the day of his death. 

H 3 Herib 
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Here wcfce, they whifpered, and pro- 
nounced the fentence of death upon bini j 
imaginings that he neither obferved nor 
heard them ; though in reality he did both. 
But the fame thing is yet more clearly and 
inconteftably fet forth m Pfalm xxxviii^ 
n)er. 12. 

^ey alfo thai fought after my life^ lai4 
fnares for me : and they that ivent about to 
do me evil^ talked of nmckednefs^ an4 imagined 
deceit^ all the day long. 

13. jis for me y I was like a deaf man^ 
and beard not ; and at one that is du^^ . who 
doth not open his mouth. . . 

I4« I became even as a man that hearetb 
pot J and in whofe mouth are no reproofs^ 

From all thefe fymptoms and circitpi-' 

ibnces now recounted, all which unHe and 

combine in the Jmall-poXy and in no other 

diftemper, that we know of, I think wfe may 

£iirly conclude, that this W$s the evil dif-^ 

temper upder which David labpured^ ^hcn 

a dangerpus domeftic confpiracy was formed 

againft him f. What that confpiracy was, 

(for 

^ I am well aware 6f a feong cfejeftioii, fhsil lk§ 
jagainft this account 5 viz. Thsit the Jmall-pox was not 
jbiewn ip the world till idjout #le\'cn hundred years ago. 
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(for we hear only of one) and how it 
w^s carried on, will be feeh in the nett 
chapter, 

Whek 

I ftnfwer. That neither was the other infe£bion, charged 
tipon him, known In die world till much later ; and 
therefore^ if this objection be fhrong againft the fmall^ 
pox^ it is much ftrons^r againft the other. 

I fKall only add. That the hiftory of this diftcmper. 
In the iiccounts left us of Job and David^ might havb 
been a very proper trial of iaith, in thofe apes, w^ere nd 
fuch diftemper was known ; as it is now a juft Confirma- 
tion of our fiudi, and a rational ground fbr^ beliei^ing th^ 
truth of thefe hiflories, which relate events, now ordi- 
hary and indifputable ; which yet, for many ages^ 
Were credible only to th&t/aith^ which is the evidence 
•f things net feen^ becaufe altogedier extraordinary and 
inexplicable. But it is objected, that David's diftemper 
is charaderised by many fymptoms and. circumftances| 
which cannot be referral to ^tfrnall-^pox ; particularly, 
pains in the bones, and ulcers in the loias. I anfwer^ 
Xhat diftempers are often complicated, perhaps beyond 
any thing that can well be computed, either from the 

Srinciples of phytic, or the obfervations of phjficians* 
')uvid had tmdergone great faardihips in his youth ; h^ 
lain long and often in camps and caves 3 and it is no 
uncommon thing, with men of that character, to feel 
pains and aches in their bones, in their advanced years ; 
and it is poffible, that diefe pains and aches might have 
been attended with ulcers in his kidneys. Tne fame 
dFe£b might poffibty arife fiom many other caufesi^ 
winch I cannot pretend to determine or pronounce 
upon. 

But it is objeQed, That David fye9k& of his fickneft 
in the prefent tenfe, as if he wrote his Pfalms when he 
Ivas aouaUv under it; which wat impo^iUe to be done 
in the fnuill^j^^x. 

H4 lanfwcTj 
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Wh E N I had proceeded thus far, I judged 
it proper to fubmit this difTertation to the 
perufal of a very learned and judicious phy^ 
fician ; whofe candour I relied upon, to be 
informed, whether any objedion lay againft 
this account of Job's znd David's diftemper, 
beiides thofe mentioned in the laft notes. 
His anfwer was, That he apprehended, if 
yei's diftemper was not altogether fuper- 
natural, that it might be the elephantiqfis 5 
and referred me, for further information, 
to Areteuss account of that diftemper ; 
which accordingly I have conlidered with all 
the care I could j and find, there are many 
fymptoms in which thefe difeafes agree } 
and yet they a|^, upon the \yhole, very 
different. 

T,HE elepbantiafis^ and Jmall-pox^ arc 
both infectious diftempers ; and men often 
fly fr;om their neareft frieftdS) when infedted 

I anfw^er. That no licence is more familiar to poets, 
inzxi fpeaking of things paft, in the prefent tenfe \ efpe? 
cially when tibe defcription is enlivened, as it very often 
is, by fo doing. And I think, there is a particular 
beauty in defcribii^ diftempers in that manner ; becaufe 

it makes the diftreis prefent to the reader Beiides 

that feverd {MiiTages in the thirty-eighA P/j//n plainly 
refer to a time ps^ % particularly the iith, 12th, aivi 
]^3tfaverfes^ ' 

by 
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by them : the body is fwelled, and the Ikia 

is broken, in both^ and the breath tainted ; 
and both are attended, at certain periods,with 
intenfe itchings ; and both are vexed with 
difturbed and frightful dreams (as all feveri(h 
diforders are) x. and ihefmalLpox is fome« 
times attended with a difficulty of breathing, 
as the ekphantiafis always is with a kind of 
ftrangling : fo far they agree. But here they 
differ : the elepbantiafis never breaks out 
thro' all the fkin at once, as the fmalUpox 
does ; it begins with a burning in the bowels, 
apd next appears in the face, which it fwells, 
burniflies, and brightens; and from the 
moment it appears there, it is abfolutely 
mortal ; nor did any human creature ever 
furvive it. In the ekphantiafis^ the eyes 
^re cloudy, and become of a brafly colour i 
and the brows fwelled, and let down over 
the eyes, like thofc of an angry lion. In 
the f mall-pox^ the eye-lids are clofed an4 
ponglutinated, and the eyes not clQudec}^ 
J^ijt abfolutely darkened, as Job's were^ 

I N the elepbantia^s^ the foles of the fee( 
are cracked, but no boils, either there or on 
the crown of the head, . ^s Job had, and as 
i$ common in tlie fmalUpox. In the ele^ 

pbantia^s^ 
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pbantiafiSy the patients are flothful and 
flcepy, froni the beginning to the end : 
ytlfs diftemper was fleeplefs and refllefs, as 
iht fmall-'pox often is, 

J o b's diftemper was attended with vomit- 
ing, with pains iii his back, with loathing of 
food, and lofs of fkin : all thefe are attend- 
ants upon the fmalUpox^ but unknown t& 
iht elephant iajis. 

Jo B indeed complains of wrinkles, and it 
is certain, that the elepbantiafis wrinkles the 
Ikin ; but he complains, in the fame breath, 
of being lean and withered * ; whereas, in 
the elepbantiafis^ there is an univcrfal fwcl- 
ling : and therefore it is reafonablc to con- 
clude, that this leannefs, and thefe wrinkles 
of Job's were the efFefts of his forrows, 
antecedent to that ficknefs, with which Satan 
fmotc hinj. 

I T were eaf y to add more proofs to the 
fame purpofe ; but, I hope, thofe I have 
already urged, will be thought fufficient to 
evince, that Job's diftemper was not the 
elepbantiafis. 



♦ Job xyi, 8. 
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To CQi>dttde: 
As ratimal conje£hires are oftentimes 
ufcfal inlets to jknowled^, tJbe caddid reader 
will, I hope, be indulgent to this, in relation 
to David's diftemper ; which I am far from 
obtruding as a truth : for, after all, poflibly 
stll his Tfahns upon diis head may be no 
more than figurative defcriptions of the flate 
of his mind^ fick with fin : nor is this fup- 
pofition ill grounded upon the 4th verfe of 
the forty-firfl Pfaltny before referred to : 
Ileal myfiul 5 for I havejinned againji thee. 
And, agreeably to this way of thinking, ^Ve 
find fin figured out to us, in the prophetic 
ftyle, under the ideas of bruifes and w^undsy 
and putrifyingforeSy Ifa. i. 6. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Abfalom tahs the Advantage of his 
Father s Siehnefs^ to form a Con/pi" 
racy againji him. The Methods he 
made ufe of to delude the People in 
his Fauour. 

ABSALOM had not been Jong reftored 
to his father*s favour, before his pride 
and popularity broke out in an extraordinary 
manner. 

I T is fufficiently evident, from fome paf- 

fages in this hiftory, that Davidy as his fons 
grew up, gave eaqh of them fome patrimony, 
which he left to their own management (it 
was not then deemed beneath the dignity of 
princes, to bo early initiated in all the patri- 
archal arts of rural induftry). Particularly 
jibfalomy we know, had flocks and fields 
of corix ; and it is probable, that his wealth 
increafed in his exile and confinement : not 
only as his expences might be leffened on 
thefe accounts ; but alfo, as his circumftances 
might be confiderably bettered, by prefents 

from 
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from his grandfather, and the royal family 
at Gejhur^ who, doubtlef^, confidcrcd him 
as the heir apparent to the crown of Ifrael ; 
and accordingly encouraged and enabled him 
to fupport his pretenfions, and to keep up 
a port fuitable to his dignity. And hence it 
was, in alt probability, that when he was 
received into favour, he fet up a magnificent 
equipage, prepared him chariots andhorfesy 
and a retinue of no left than fifty men^ to 
run before him: i^Kih\y^ attendants, in ap- 
pearance 5. but, in effe(a, guards. 

About this time, I apprehend, it' was, 
that David fdl iick : and Abfalom taking 
the advantage of that infirm and diftreffed 
condition, to which he faw him reduced, 
laid the foundation of his confpiracy, or 
rather purfued the plan of his ambition, 
concerted at Gejhur. Which probably, at 
firft, meant no more than to fecure to him- 
fclf the fucceffion of the crown, in prefer- 
ence to Solomon j for whom David. dsXigntA, 
it. And feeing the king reduced fo low by 
his diftemper, that his life was defpaired of; 
wicked as he was, he might think it better 
to wait the iffue of it, than to eijabrue his 
hands in his father's blood. Apd there is 

no 
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no doufat but the kiag, who {^ we hacwz 
ieen in the U^ dbapter) difcoyeccd the 
(ronipiacjr m his £dcQe&, took iounediatc 
iMafures to deS^t it, as foon as he found 
him&lf reoDvering. Nor b it liiifMrobable:^ 
that he di&mbl^d ius recovery as ioog as he 
could, to prevent the effedts of his fon's am^ 
fakion and impetuofity, who fufficcntiy ^ 
pears, from the iottynfirft Pfalm^ to have 
b^n detennified upon his fsitber's de« 
firadtion, and fuUy tefotved to out-do ihc 
malignity of his difeafe, and cut him offy if 
that fbouid fpare ham. For thafe, I am 
fatisfied, are AbfaJ$m\own words, recorded 
by "David zt the 8th verfe of that P/ak$t 
Jbtd n&v that be lietby be fialt rift ^ m 
fwre. 

Ir muft doubtlefs have been matter of 
great furprize, and inexpreffible afflli^on, to 
DaviJy to find the two men in the worid^ 
whom he feems to have moll loved and con- 
fided in, camUning againft him, and com- 
pafUng his death s Abfalom^ and Abitbopheli 
his fon, and his counfellor. And both of thefe 
are, as I apprehend, fufficiently and clearly 
characterized in the la^ft-cited Pfalm : The 
vanity and lying fpirit of jibfahm in thefc 

words, 
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words, (ver. 6.) And if be come to fee me^ 
hejpeaketb wnity : bis beifrt gatbereth falf^ 
hoed witbin bmfelf; when be goetb abroad y 
he teiktb it ; And the treachery of Abitbo^ 
pbel ia tbefe^ (n)er. 9.) Tea mine own fa^ 
miliar friend^ inwbom J trujled^ which did 
eat of my bread ^ bath lifted up bis heel * 
again^ me. 

H s R B we fee a complaint^ not only of 
trttft betrayed) but the rights of hofpitaiity 
yiolafied ; the man that did this, hid eaten 
9f his bread -fs 

In thi3 exigency David had recourfe, as 
^^&x^j to xh^ divine mercy and protection ; 
crying out, (ver. j o.^ "Tbou^ O Lord^ he 
merciful to me^ and raife me up^ that I may 
requite them. And finding their devices (o 
far defeated, as not t6 terminate in his im- 
mediate die&'adiony he gradually gathered 
hope and confidence from that delay ; which 
he quicUy perceived, not to have arifen from, 
any abatement in their nualignity, but from 

* ^wry,' Whether this expreffion might not have 
given the firil bint of the £tble ^f the JJs and thi Sick 
Lion f 

f This ihews the- facred regard to the rights of 
hofpitaiity among the Jtws^ prior to any thing we hear 
upon that head ixk the accouius i9f the Heatlien world. 

the 
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Ae intcrpofition of Providence in his behalf 
(^oer.i 1 .) ; By this I know ^ that thou favour eji 
me^ becaufe mine enemy dtah not triumph 
over me I and as for me^ thou upholdefi me 
in mine integrity^ and fetteji me before thy 
face for ever. 

If it be urged, That all this is only a com- 
ment upon a Pfalm^ not grounded upon any 
hiftorical relation j I anfwer, That this 
Pfalm is plainly hiftorical ; is confcffcdly 
written by David^ and perfonally applied to' 
himfelf; and confequently muft refer to' 
fome circumftance of his life ; and can refer 
to no other but this ; and when applied to 
this, gives, as I apprehend, new light to the 
facred hiftorian's account of jibfalom'^ re- 
bellion. 

Now the facred hiftorian informs us, 
(2 Sam. XV.) That when the people reforted 
to the king for juftice, on occafion of any* 
controverfy which had arifen between them^ 
Abfalom was early lip, and intercepted them 
as they came to the . gate where the king's 
tribunal was held ; and as they approached, 
inquired of each of them. What tribe, city, 
and family they were of, that he might pro- 
portion his compliments and civilities accord- 
ing 



y 
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ing tQ their quality^ ;and confequencp : ca- 
reiied, and deluded them with |[lofing lyes i 
prcterjded to inquire into the. merit of their 
caufe 3 and always found it good and juft:. 
^dly lamenting, at the fame time, that no 
nGLan was deputed of the king to hear them : 
and earheftly wifhing, that he were autho* 
rized, and in capacity of doing them juilice : 
— that I were made judge in the land^ 
tbat (very man which hath any fuit or caufei^ 
might come unto me ; iind I wouid do him 
juftice ! And what was thls^ in effed^ but 
faying, O that I Were in my father's place^ I 
would: do juftice ! — — Plainly infinuatinjg, 
that he would do what others did not. 
. Now we learn firdm the pfroceding part 
of this hiftory, that David was Wont to ad- 
mihift<sr juftice to his people in perfon : 
Why then does .^jE^/>^Mr lament,, that no one 
was deputed of him, to hear the grievances 
of his fubje<9:s * ? The reafon is plain, from 
the forty^firft Pfalm. The . king was fick, 
and could not attend in perfon ; and the 
people knew it : other wife Abfalom"% calumny 

♦ It muft be owned, that this could only be meant of 
feme important caufes and appeals, referved for the 
king's hearing \ for there were ordinary judges enoughs 
to hear the ordinary courfe of caufes. 

Vol. IIL \ would 
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^ould naturally have been, that the king 
was grown proud dnd haughty, and above 
bis bufinefs ; or elfe, old and indolent, and 
negligent of his fubje<£ts. 

Now, is it to be believed, that jihfahm 
could carry on this train of delufion and lyes, 
with the? people, for any time, without the 
king's being informed of it ? That is not to 
be inugined : the proceeding vras too public 
to be concealed. Let us then take it for 
granted, that the king was quickly informed 
of it ; and found, that a fon, who vifited 
]^m conAahtiy in his iicknefs, and pretended 
grieat folicitbcie for his healthy was^ at the 
fame time plotting againft him ; deluc&ig hifr 
people witb" lyeb, to^ his difadvantage ^ and 
widiiflg to be in his {Jace $ which w^^ iw 
0^6):, Wi^ng^ him de^. How could he 
more naturally expr^fe himfelf upon that 
head, on fuppofitibn that he knew all this, 
than he doeis in thcfe words of the forty-firft 
Pjalm (part of which hath been already re- 
cited) } ver. f. Mine enemies ^fpeak evil of 

* Here we fee David C^zks, ver.^. indefinitely, of 

his enemies in general, being loth to brand a favourite 

Jon ; but yet, in the next verfe, he limits hisrefle£tion 

to .u purtiQuUi: pcrfoDj who €oukl be no other tha« 

/ih fa lorn, 

me : 
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feiS* : When jhall he die\ and bis hami 
perijh f . 

Vfeft. 6. And if he come to fee me^ he 
jp'eaketh vamty^. Hii heart conceivefh fa{/^ 
hood within himf elf : when he goeth abroad y he 
telleth it. But fuppofe the king in health, 
and Mfdlom\ arime no more than that of 
(hutting out complainants from his prefcnce, 
and then lamenting his neglect of admi- 
fiiftring juftice ; Could there be a greater 
Villainy, -than thus to abufe his father, and 
his prince, in his ndbleft charader, of doing 
juftice and judgment 5 turning his moft valu- 
able talent, and higheft merit, as a monarch, 
itlto the moft crying guilt a governor could 
£ill into \ How escecrable i$ ambition, thus 
bailding itfelf upon the bafeft ingratitude, 
and criiell^ calumny 1 Otbai twere made 
judge in the landl-^ eiJtclaims the abandoned 
niifcreant. Rare charafter of a judge, com- 
pounded of falfhood and flattery, infpiring 
rebellion i and meditating parricide, and cover- 
ing his ambition under the fpecious guife of 
an humble familiarity ! He would not fufFer 
himfelf to be adored, as 'his father did ; but 
when any one came to proftrate himfelf 
before him, he prevented him ; and before 

I 2 he 
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he could r^ch the earth, caught him in his 
arms, and embraced him : When any one^ 
fays the text, came nigh to him^ to do him 
obeyfance^ he put forth his hand^ and took 
himy and kiffed him : rather paying court, than 
receiving it. As lacitus tells us, Otho adored 
the people, (Iretched out his ];iands, lavifhed 
his kifles, and did every thing in the moft 
fervile manner, for the fake of fway. jind 
in this manner^ fays the facred hiftorian, 
did Abfalom to all Ifrael^ that came to the 
^^^S f^^ judgment. So Abfalom Jlole the 
hearts of the men of Tfrael. . 

Absalom robbed his father of the af- 
fedions of his people, as Cyrus the younger 
did his brother : but parents are tnore indul- 
gent, more i^fily deluded, and induced to 
forgive, than brethren ; as will be feen in 
the fequel of this hiftory, 
. 1% muft be owned, that Abfalom^ be- 
fides his arts of popularity, pow recited, had 
two great natural advantages ; which, if 
they are attended with civility, never fail 
to vvin the affeftion and veneration of the 
vulgar; a graceful perfon, and an high birth j 
bvMng, at once, remarkably beautiful, and 
royally defccndcd, both by his father and 

mother./ 
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mother. Beiides this, Amnotiy bis elder bro* 
ther, was dead y and fo, in all probability, 
was Chileaby inafmuch' as we hear no more 
of him ; and Solomon^ his only competitor 
for the crown, was yet very young: His 
father was too hidulgent to him ^ he faw 
him affume all the ftate of heir apparent to 
the crown, yet took no meafures, that we 
know of, to correft his folly, or reprefs his 
pride. And therefore it was not unnatural, 
that they who favoured Jbfalom^ {Iit>uld 
prefume, that his father fecrctly encouraged 
what he did not openly controul. 

Thus did D<2wWs infirmities concur, in 
executing the divine decree, of raifing up 
f vil to him put of hfs pwja houfe, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Ab^om breaks out into open Rebellion^ 

and Achitophcl joins him. David 

flies from Jerufalem, puts up bis. 

Prayers /o G o p, and isfupported 

in his Diftrefs, ' 

WE luye feen, in di? fM«ceding chap- 
terSj, Ai/alotn's intentions of rebel- 
ling againft his ^ther: whofe unexpeded 
recovery, (under the influence of the divine. 
£ivour and protedion) in all probability, 
broke his meafures for that time -, and mad4 
hitn poftpoQC his wicked purpofc. Nor can 
it be imagined, but that Davidy from that 
time^ kept a flrider eye over him : fb that 
he could make no further progrefs in his evil 
intentions. In the mean time, his popula- 
rity had all the field he could wifh : as all 
the people of Ifrael reforted to Jerufalem^ 
thrice in every year, on the three folcmn 
fcftivals ; he had fo often an opportunity of 
paying his court, and infinuating his poifon, 
tiU the infedipn fpread through the. whole 

body 
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body of the realm ; and wanted nothing bat 
a fair occafion to difplay itfelf in all its 
malignity : nor was this wanting long. 

The facred hiftorkn informs us, that 
jibfal&m^ under the pretence of a vdw, which 
he had made at Gejhur^ applied to his father, 
for leave to go and offer fome facrifices at 
Mebroriy that antient patriarchal city, and 
place of his nativity. Jofepbm tells us, that 
this was done four years after his father's 
reconciliation to hint : which plainly {hews 
this to have been the reading in the text, at 
that time : as it ilfo was . in the time of 
^heodoret^ and ftill is in the Syrian and Ara-* 
bic verfions, and many antient manufcripts j 
altho* the Hebrevi text now faithj that 
this catne to pafs after forty years j without 
computing from whence they began *. 

TjM E nature of his vow is thus explained 
by the facred hiftdrian, {z Sam. xv. 8,) who 
tells us, that Abfdlom addrefled his father in 

the following manner : For tiyfervant vowed, 
f ixnoy while I abode at Gejbur^ in Syria^, 

* Some qompute thefe fortv y^rs from pavid*s fitft 
anojiitj^ent to the crowh^ bj Samuel^ which they think 
mrght then have been made uTe of, as the year of our 
tofd oftfii i§ with us, without tcing nientipn^d, * 

\ 4 frying. 
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faying^ If^ the Lord Jball bring m agaim 
indeed to yerufalent^ then I will ferve the 
Lord. This vow, wc fee, is exa^ly con- 
ceived in the piety of the patriarchal ilyle ; 
and plainly implies, that however he was 
tetnpted by his grandfather to fcrvc the 
gods of Gejhur^ yet he continued ftcady to 
the true refigion, and determined againft 
idolatry: which I>^wV, wc may aflure ourr 
felves, was highly delighted to hear, and 
accordingly gave a ready confent to the per- 
formance of his vow. But from this very 
circumftance of Ahfaloni% aflcing and obtain- 
ing leave, wc may clearly infer, that David 
held him, at this time, under fome reftraint; 
which plainly implies, at leaft, fome fufpi- 
cion of him. The fame thing is alfo, as I 
apprehend, fufRciently evident, from the 
companions which Abfalom took with him to 
Hebron^ which were two hundred men out 
of Jerufalem : whom the facred hiftorian ac- 
quits of being any way coafcious to his con- 
fpiracy ; confequently they were fucH as 
jpavid could no way fufpeft. They went in 
their Jimplicityy faith the fapre4 writer, and, 
they knew not any thing. Now, there can 

be no doubt, but that Abfalom v^ould much 

' »\ • > »- ... - • . ' ■ ^ 
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father have taken fome of tbofe along with 
him, who were more intimately embarked 
in his intereft ; but that he knew that cou)d 
not be done, without awakening his father's 
je^lloufy y and, perhaps, defeating his whole 
defign. 

The re is no doubt but David alio took 
proper meafures tq have him watched at 
IJeiron : but jififafom forpfaw this, and pre- 
vented all the eff^i^s pf h^s lather's pre- 
cautions ^ far before he left jferufakm, he 
took care to fend his emiifaries thpugl^cvit all 
the tribes } doubtleis, under colour pf in-' 
yit|ng perfon^ of diftin^tion to the facrifice ; 
but, in reality, to carry the vvatph-Vf ord and 
iignal, before agreed on between them: That 
as foon as they fhould hear the trumpet 
found, • they fhould inamedi^ely give out the 
word, at pnce, Jhat jibpf^m was crowned 
king at Hebron. Qy Y^hich means the peo- x 
pie rulhed in as a flood) and thc^ ^onfpiracy,. 
like acontagipus ulcer, l^pkf out, and came 
tQ a head, ^almpft at onqe/ ;) 

Th t only perfpn i^^nt^qnpd ^J the facrcd 
l^ftorian, as itivited to- the facrifice from 
HebroHy is Acbitophel the Gihnitey David's 

counfellor : whofe arrival, from his owh^ 

city, 
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jcity^ from Oilohy whither Ahfahm fcnt for 
him, fecms to have given the finifting ftroke 
)fo dw rebellioiy. For then the facred hifto^ 

tian immediately a4(^ And the conjpiraty 

nvAi ftrong j for the people increufiid conti-^ 
nuaify mth Abfalom. Achitopbel was too 
cunning to iMPx>veir himfelf, till ht faw all 
things favoiirable and profperous ^n the part 
tiJtbfulom : and they both very well judged, 
that his acceffion to the confpiracy^ in thofe 
dfcumftances^ wa^ thef likelieft ineain? tp ^n?ft 
fure its fuccefs^ 

W £ may well i|pagine, that things could 
^ot continue lorig in this condition, before 
David had a fult account of ^11 that paflcd: 
the danger was ihfhht, and he took his mea- 
fures accordingly. Thp city was not in a 
conditioiir to fuftain a iSege j and, if it werc^ 
he did not care to cqfpofe a <avoii|rite city. 
Built by himfelf, and thfc refidenc)^ of the 
tabernacle of Gon, to all the ^vils incidenf 
to neges^^ and alnioit iiifeparable from them.* 
Nor, perhaps, did- he care t& truft the in*- 
habibnfs of a place, Co long exjibfed co tihe 
t&]tfitt)f :^i^/i>/«'s^ te^ " Ifonfeyer, 

* This, I think, appearti^ftom dw Hfly^fifi* Pfolmy^ 
v^ich I apprehend to have been meditated, and poured 

out 
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in appearance, hp placed .hf? refojutidn* of 
leaving the city, tQ the icore of his tended 
liefs and c{>ncern for k, and fecretly, \ 
doubt not^ to his unwillingness to fee the 
flame of civil war lighted up in h|$ ooitntrT^ 
which could no fopner bg t^ipdled^ thfn iit 
inuftofneceffity devour fom^ pf his brethren^ 
find perhaps his beft fubjed». In this &(be(6 
\^ inxmediately fumn^oned att his iarvabts^ 
that were in the city ; and faid unto thetti; 
Jlrife^ let usfiee ; for nvefi^Umt elfe ^Jkaf^ 

{Hit in pr^er tf> God, upon the firft di&over^ qlfjfkj^r 
hfn^s confpiracy. And from thence it plainly appears, 
that be had difcern^d the feeds ai|d wodtjngs of a oMp 
ipiracy in the city, and iia2x4chitQphd was at the bottom 
of it ; ani not only fo, but that David foreftw his 
ifuddw and fad codL ^ . .. 

Ver. 9* Dejiroyy Lord j and divide their topfUf^: 
for I havefeen violence andjirife in the city, 
' IQ. Day md nigbt tkey gA abamt, it upon iki^weik 
thereof: mijchiefaifo andforrow^are in the mi^ of iu 

11. Wickednefs is in tbemid/f thereof: deceit ana gk$Ti 
dffmt nAtfr^jiriker firms. . ; :....] 

12. For /( *u^(i5 Hft an enemy tlfat reproached me^' tjM 
I could have borne it; neither wat it be that hated me ^ Itbai 
did magnify, himfeff again^ w,. dkeit I woaiii: hdvs.Jmi 
myfelffi-omhinf.. ' . .' ' \ .; .^- r. 
* 13. But it /was thoUy a man^ mine ejualf ^y/guid(^ 
fiffd mhte at^tpudnniiie. 

14. fTstooi f^eet counfjtljogetkex^ifnd.. tooled fOftt^ 
ihr houfe 0/ God in company. ' ^ *' ' / . 

, 15. l^iA ekatA feif^. 9^ tjbem, andinih^igni^jimm 

huick into heU% fov'wc^e^KfKi^M ^k^i^ dUfilliagA^Jtni, 

umongthem.- ^ ' '■-''^^- '' '^- ' 

from 



1 24 An Hiftorkal Account of 

from AhfaUm : make/peed to depart^ left h 
wertake usfuddfinly^ and bring evil ufm m ; 
and/mite the city witktbe edge of tbefword. 
He was well acquainted with the yduog 
man's impetuofity, and the madnefs of the 
|)6opk ; and judged it better to give way to 
tJbe fury of the flood, than attempt to flem 
%t\R the fulnefs of its overflowing. 
, .;Acco&DXNGLY, he inftandy quitted 
ikfi dtify with all his fervants» and all hii 
honibold (except ten coQcubines^ whom 
he left to take care of the houfe) s and di- 
Ipatched them all before him, over the brook 
Kidron^ ^tdax^ their way to the wilder- 
nefs J the Cherethite% and PelefUtes^ (of 
whom Vft have already fpoken) and with 
them fix hundred Gittitef^ who very pro- 
iridentially came tp him to Jerufakm (be- 
ing baniflied front G^itb) )?u^ ^ y^ry day 
before, with the brave Ittai at their head 
{withall his family) i whom Davids Ijnpwing 
himt. &tigued with his journey, would, from 
a noble principle of generofity, (whiph pre- 
ferred his friend's relief to his own fafpty) 
£iin have perfuaded to turn back with hi^ 
bfcdiren $ which he gallantly refufed to do, 
vowing, that where-ever David was, in 

death 
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death or life^ thcre^ would he his fervant be 
alfo. All thefe pafTed Qn before^ and David 
himfclf, with his body of brave worthies 
about him, brought up the rear. 

Among the reft of thofc who attended 
the king, when he left the city, and refolved 
to follow his fate, were Zad&k and Abia^ 
tbar the priefts : Zadok^ attended by all 
the Levites^ bearing the ark of the covenant 
of the LoR D^ and they fet down the airk of 
Q o D before the king, as he flood to fee the 
peq>le pafs over the Kidron before him : 
And Abiatbary faith the text, went up\ (pro- 
bably to fome eminence, to review ttos people 
as they.paffed) until all the people bad done 
pafing out of the city. And tbe king faid 
unto Zadoky Carry back tbe ark of God into 
the city :. if I Jhallfnd favour in tbe eyes of 
tbe Lord^ be wilt bring me again ^ andjbew 
me botb it^ and bis habitation. But if be 
thus fay, I bflve no delight in thee ; behold^ 
here am /, let him do to me as feemeth ^god 
unto him. He fent back the high*priefl:s, as 
knowipg their chara£ler was too facred to 
fuffer any violence from the ufurper, tho* he 
knew their fidelity to his father : and for the 
icft^ he wholly fubmitted himfelf to the 
^ , ' divine 
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divine difpoiaL He befought GoD, a§| 
AkiCanier Stverm ^ told his foldiers, a 
g enerom and a wife man fhould i praying 
for the heft things^ and bearing whatevei^ 
flicHild befisd. \ 

. Day ID faw plainly, that Go d had raifed 
this war agaihfl: him, in punifhment of his 
gpilty ^Zlntt God bad raifed up this evil t^ 
kirn wt of bis own bou/e ; and I imagine I 
aowhearhimlaking op the fame lamentation^ 
which Atpbmfiii the Wife^ kin^ of Arragon^ 
afterwasrds did^ upon a like occaiion : I 
wmder not fa mucb at my people's ingratitude 
H me, as at my 9wn to God. 

I'^ tl^si^t of humilisttion^ D^wW would 
not pffeftime to have the ark^ , the fymbcd of 
the Bivine Prefenoe, borne ' before him ia 
that war : that was an honour of which he 
deemed himfdf utterly unworthy. And 
therefore, referring himielfi and his affairs^ 
with intire refignation, to the difpofal of the 
Divine Providence^ he remanded Zadok and 
jUiatbar back to the city, with the ark^ 

Wh e n David had given the reafons re- 
lating to himfelf, why he would not have- 
the ark carried before him into the field j htf 
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then adds a reafon per£bnal to Zadok z Art 
mt thou afeer ? Return in peMe. It ihoiitdi 
feem from heiKre, that Zadok was a pro|)hei^ 
however, as a priefl:, he was a teacher ; and^ 
as fuch, bound to ftay with his people in* 
the gfeatefl exigencies, and inftrudi them in^ 
their daty. Befides that by Haying to do^ 
his duty to his people, he mi^talfo dogood 
offices to his prince. And accordingly David 
concerted a method, both with Zadok and 
jihiatbar^ of coirefponding with him, and 
fending him intelligence of all the encmiest 
ipeafures^ by their fens, jibimaz die ion o£ 
jSad0^^ Mdjmatken the foa of Miatbar. 

T H I al 4oiic^ David 'went up ibe ajttnii 
of Mount Olivet y his feet bare^ and bis head 
co^er^ed-^ and wept as he went : and all tbe^ 
people that was with him, covered every man 
his head 5 and they went up weeping. And 
all the country wept with a loud voice, 

How David's thoughts were employed, 
in this fad revcrfe of his fortune, I think^ 
fliifficiently appears from the forty- thirdPfalm. 
And indeed it needs fo little fagacity to fee, 
or ingenuity to own, that the meditations 
there recorded are peculiarly fuited to this 
occafion, that commentators are agreed in^ 
c .' the 



^ 
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the point : nor can any thing be imagined 
more natural to a man of his chara&er, and 
under thofe circumftances^ than that folema 
appeal to the divine juftice, againft a vile fon^ 
and a wicked people, with which this PJiilm 
begins * ; or the earneft fupplication for 
relief and reftoration, which foUowis it -f- j 
or that lively expreflion of hope, and con- 
fidence in the divine protedion^ which con- 
cludes \tX* ' ' 

I F any reader fhould find any difficulty 
in concluding this Pfalm to have been me* 
ditated upon this occafion ; let him refled, 
whether there c^ be any thing extraordinary 
in fuppoiing fome memorial to have been left 

* - ■ * 

* Judge miy O Gody and plead my eaufe againft an 
ungodly nation : O deliver me from the deceitful and un^ 
jufi man. 

Ver. 2. For thou art the God of my Jlrength. Why 
doji ihou cajlmeoff? Why go I mourning* becaufe of tht 
fpprejfion of the enemy ? 

t Ver. 3, O fend out thy light and thy truth j lei 
them lead me^ let them bring me unto thy holy hill^ and to 
thy tabernacles*' 

4. Then will I go unto the altar of God,, unto God mf 
exceeding joy : yea^ upon the harp will I praife thecy Q 
God J my God* 

J Ver. 5. Why art thdu cajl down^ O my foul? And 
why art thou dif quieted within me ? Hope in God ; for 
Ifimllyet praife him^ who is the health of my jcountenancey 
and my God. 

to 
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to us oi David's meditations, upon an occa- 
fion fo very extraordinary ; for furely a more 
memorable event was never recorded in 
hiftory ; nor a more moving fpedacle ever 
exhibited to mortal eyes ! A king, venerable 
for his years and victories ; facred in the 
charafters both or his piety and prophecy ; 
renowned for prowefs, and revered for wif- 
dom ; reduced ,to the condition of a fugitive ! 
to a fudden and extreme neceiflity of flying 
for his life, from the prefence of his owix 
fon, his darling and delight ! and a whole 
country loudly lamenting his fate ! 
. In this condition David went up the 
Mounts and when he reached the fummit of 
it, fell down proflrate * before God : and 
again put up his prayers, for protedtion and 
deliverance, to that mighty Being, wbojiilletb 
the raging of thefeay and the madmfs of the 
people ; chiefly (as it is generally believed) 
in the words of the third Pfalm : and was 
immediately infpired with that confolation, 

* J^f^^^^ ^^ us, that when David reached the 
top of the mountain, he took a vfew of the city, and 
prayed to God, with abundance of tears. The candid 
reader will perhaps think it worth his notice, that ftfe^ 
phus. jDaoxxlA tell us, That David WQ^t^ and viewed the 
city, in the fame fpot, from which the evangelift informi 
us that our bleffed Saviour wept over i^. 

V6l. III. K ' and 
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and ftrong confidence of conquering bw 
enemies, recorded in the clofe of it, and, 
in all probability, poured out that moment, 

in the prefence of all his people : Arifi, 

Lordi fave me^ O my God; for thou haft 

fmitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-hone. 

Thou bafi Broken the teeth of the ungodly. 

Salvation belongeth unto the Lord : thy hkffing 

. is upon thy p'edple. 

As David was going up the Mount, wotd 
was brought him, that Achitophel was among 
the confpirators : and the moment he hewd 
it, he put up his humble and cameft fup- 
plication to that God, niobo leadeth coun- 
fellors away f^oiled^ and maketh the ju^es 
fools * .• O Lordy I pray thee, turn the 
counfel of Achitophel into fooKJhnefs. And 
^en he had finished his devotions upon the 
Mount, it pleafed God to fortoifli him, at 
that moment, with the means of effefting 
what he prayed for: for, behold, Hujhaiiko 
Archite, David's friend, came, thatinftant, 
to meet him, ivith his coat rent, and earth 
upon bis bead : and Davids good genius 

• Jib xii. 17. 0over. 20. He rmaveth away the 
J^eech of the trujty, and taketh away the underjiatlding 
if the agedt 

foggeded 
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fuggefted to him, the fame inftant, the moft 
probable method of defeating the devices of 
Achitopbely by the^ means of his friend. 

H usH A I was famous in the cabinet, but 
unpra<3:ifed in the camp : David therefore 
told him, That if he fhould go with him 
mto the field, he would be a burden to 
him (he would but add to the number 
of \m houihol'd, not his foldiers); faying, 
That he himfelf had no fiirc refource, or 
liii&ans of iupport ; but if he would return 
to the city, and fubmit io jibfalom^ he might 
be a means of defeating the counfels of Acki^ 
tofhelj in hk prince's i&vour ; and at the 
fame time^ have an opportunity of letting 
him into all the fecrets of the enemy, by 
informing Zadok and Abiathar of every 
diing that paiTed, who would tranfmit the 
accxMitnt by dieir fons. Accordingly Hujbai 
returned to Jerufalem^ and reached the city 
foon after Ahfabm had entered it. 
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CHAP. X. 

ZibaV treachery to Mephiboflieth, and 
David'j too hafiy grant of his /up- 
pofed forfeiture. Shimei curfes 
David, who will not fujfer him to be 
chajlifed. T^e Curfes in the Pfalms 

accounted for^ from this Paffage. 
Hufliai injinuates himfelf into Ab- 
falomV Favour^ and by defeating 
AchitophelV-^wVf, favesY>hYi'D. 

WHEN David knew with certainty, 
that jichitopbel was among the con- 
fpirators, he faw his danger in all its ftrength. 
A hot-headed young man, high in vanity, 
extravagant in hope, and eafily overfet with 
fuccefs, was not an objeft of much terror, 
to a man of Davidi great experience, and 
confummate wifdom ^ but the prowefs, po- 
pularity, and numbers of fuch a man, con- 
dufted by the calm Ikill and prudence of an 
Achitophely was fufficient matter of juft fear. 
David^ however, funk not under it 5 but 

had 
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had recourfe, as ufual^ to the proteftion of 
that God, who only could deliver him, and 
who had never failed him in diftrefs ; be- 
feeching him to confound and infatuate the 
counfel of Acbitophel. Acbitopbel was one 
' of thofe prime politicians, (as they arc 
jdeemed) who are often accounted wifer 
than others, merely becaufe they are more 
wicked \ for, having no reftraint of confci- 
ence, or fear of G o d, they can often advife, 
and fometimes efFed, what others cannot, 
that is, dare not ; and are therefore, by 
fuch as judge only of things by their prefent 
advantage or expediency, admired as fage 
and fagacious ; but are, in the account of 
all-feeing and unerring Wifdom, numbered 
among thofe whofe wifdom is foolifhnefs, 
and the end thereof are the ways of death. -' 
David well knew, that the evilcourfe in 
which Achitophel was embarked, could only 
be conduced by wicked meafures 3 and there- 
fore it was a duty of true religion, to be- 
feech God to confound his counfels. And 
the moft probable human means of effecting 
this, was, as he judged, by oppofing the 
counfels of Hujhai tp them ; and he pro- 
ceeded acgQrdingly. 

K 3 When 



134 An Hiflorical Account of 

When David had given his inflrudions 
to Hufhai and the priefts, he purfued his 
inarch towards the wilderneft, and refolved 
to get out of the reach of the impending 
ftorm as fad as he could^ and (hun its firft 
fury at any rate, well knowing, that to gain 
time, was to gain a thoufand means of di-^ 
fperfing it. He had paflcd but a little way 
beyond the furamit of Mount Olivet ^ before 
Ziba came up with him with two afles 
faddled, and heavy laden with bread, and 
fruits, and wine *. Among the reft are men- 
tioned, an hundred bunches of fummer fruits ^ 
which are very reafonably fappofed to be the 
early fig ; confequently, this flight of Da-- 
vid was about the beginning of fummer : 
at which time $ prefent of fruits muft have 
been very fcafonable and refrefhing. The 
king afked Ziba^ What he meant by tbefe 
things ? prolKiblyV imagining that they were 
a prefent from Mephibofi>eth. For when 
Ziba anfwercd, That the afles were for the 
fcrvice of his majefty's houfliold j and the 
wine and fruits, for the r?fre(hment qf fuch 

^ 2 Sam. xvi. i. Two hundted Uav^ of breads an 
hundred bunches of raijins^ and an hundred of fummer^ 
fruits J and a bottle of viine. 

9i 
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of them as might be weary and faint in the 
wildernefs i the king immediately replied, 
^n4 where is thy majier's fon ? To which, 
(hat artful, falfe villain, immediately an^ 
fwered. That he ftaid in the city, in hopes 
that this commotion might calo) after fome 
time, and end in a revolution in his favour. 
X)avid^ too raftily credulous, although of an 
pnfufpeded fervant, againfl the fop of a 
tried friend, . and too haftily refenting his 
imagined ingratitude, imrnediately conclude^ 
Mephibojhetb a traitor, who had forfeited hi|^ 
whole fortune, and accordingly beflowed the 

£orf$iture upon his informer T^hine^ fays 

h? to ^1^^, are all that pertained to Mephi^ 
Ifojheth — rr- verifying that fine obfervation 
of Seneca^ ^hat kings give many things 'ivith 
ffyoered eyef^ sfpecially in time of %var. To 
that fudden and great grant, the ^uttonou^ ^ 
£|ttterer ina^ 90 o^r return than an hum^ 
ble find earneA fupplicatipn for the <x)ntinu- 
»nce of hk m^jefly's favour to him ; / hum^^ 
kfy kefeefb thfe^ that I may find grace in thy 
figbf^ my lord^ Q iing --r- As if he fcarcely 
felt that he was rewarded for his calumny, a 
calumny for whi(:h h^ well 4si^rved to have 

l^cn racked^ 

K 4 Whejt 



.1 



"H 



XTfi An Hifiorkal Account of 

When the king reached Bahuritn^ th^ 
next village in his way to the wildernefs, 
Sbimei^ the fon of Geray of the family of 
Sauly came put, and curfed him to his face, 
with repeated curfes: and, not contented 

with curfing^ he caft ftones at him, and at 
all his fervants that attended him ; treating 
him with as much indignity as he would a 
dog ; bidding him get out^ bloody man as he 
was, and a man of Belial : adding, That 
Q o D had now brought vengeance upon him 
for all the blood of the houfe of Saul^ and 
had now delivered the throne, which he had 
ufurped, into the hand of his fon Abfalom : 
That he was. caught in his own wiles, be- 
caufe he was a bloody man. This, furely, 
was one of the fevereft trials of patience, 
^at ever human magnanimity endured. 
The accufation was notorioufly falfe, and the 
king could, for that reafon, bear it the bet- 
ter j but his fervants fawit not, in the light 
of their mafter's equanimity, but his enemy's 
infolence. Abtjhai^ DavUs nephew, could 
not bear it; but begged the king's permifiion 
to take o6F the traitor's head that uttered it : 
^hich David abfolutely refufed, and added 
a rebuke to his rcfofal — What have I to 
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do with you ^ yefonsof Zeruiah? So let him 
curfcy becaufe the Lord hath faid unto him^ 
Curfe Davtd. Who then Jhall fay^ Wbere^ 
fore haft thou done fo ? Here we have, in 
three words, a clear comment upon all the 
curfes throughout David's Pfalms : they arc 
all prophetic denunciations of divine ven- 
geance. David curfed, becaufe God com-» 
manded him : and how could, he tell but 
Sbimei had the fame commifGon to curfe 
him ; although, perhaps, in his rage he ex- 
ceeded it ? He knew himfelf innocent of 
the vblood of Sauly now charged upon him i 
but at the fame time, he knew himfelf guilty 
of the bliood of Uriah : and who knew, 
whether this was not part of the vengeance 
due to it ? 

The king then turning to jibijhai^ and 
the reft of his fervants who were about him^ 
afkedthem, How.it could be furprifing tq 
fee a Benjamite revile him, when they be- 
held his own fon in rebellion againft him, 
and feeking his life ? This however, ftrangc 
as it was, was evidently the work of GoDi 
who had declared, he would raife up evil 
to him out of his own houfe (and did fo, by 
permitting the fon's guilt to chaftife the 

father's)} 
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father's) ; and therefore he concluded^ the 

other was io too : and, in that perfuafion, 

he peremptorily commanded bis fervantsj 

i>/ him alone ^ kt him curfe i fi^ the Lord 

bath bidden him. He then immediately 

added — • // may be^ that the Lord wiH 

look on mine affiiSlion^ and that the Lord will 

requite me goody for bis cur/lng^ this day^ 

Although this was a chaflifement from Go d 

upon him, yet if he bore it as became him, 

it might become a means of mercy to him. 

His humble fubmiilion, and reiignation, 

mi^t call down the divine commiferation 

upon his patience and penitence. ' David'^ 

patience but more inflamed Sbimers info^ 

lence. And as David and his fervants 

marched along, Sbimei kept pace with them 

upon the fide of an adjacent hill ; and ftill 

OHitinued curfing, reviling, and throwing 

duft and ilones, unchaftifed. David en* 

dured it all : when be was reviled^ be reviled 

not again j fFben be fuffered^ be threatened 

not ; but committed his caufe to Him who 

judgetb rigbteoujly ^ . How far he was, io 

this inftance^ an emblem of his fuffering 

• I Pet. ii. 23. 

Son, 
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Son, is not, I hope, bard to difcern, or ad- 
. venturous to affert. But as^ it is no part of 
my purpofe to purfuc this parallel, I- for- 
bear ; and only beg leave to add, that this 
pai&ge is a ftrong inftance to (hew, how 
ftrid: and exemplary a difcipline reigned 
throughout t)aiHd's forces. I own I have 
fome doubt, whether a body of European 
officers, encompafling their general, fo treat- 
ed, would wait his orders to difpatch the 
reviler. 

How far JDtfwV marched, before he, hn 
family, and his forces, took any refreshment, 
is nowhere mentioned by the facred writer : 
but this defedl is fupplied by Jofepbus^ who 
gives us to underftand, that he fuffered his 
people to take no refre(hment,till they reached 
the banks of Jordan. Here then let us leave 
him for a while, and return to /ibfahm. 

Wn^vf David quitted yerujalemy it was 
upon a perfuafion, that jdffalom would make 
all the hafte he could to poflefs himfelf of 
tiic capital, and, if poffible, tD furprife his 
father in it. And as he judged, fo it came 
to paTs I for he, and all his people, imme- 
diately marched to Jerujakm^ and Acbito- 

phtl with him. And it fhould feem, from 

the 
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the facred hiftorian, that they arrived there 
a confiderable time before David reached the 
banks of the "Jordan. For when Hujhai 
came to the city, he found jibfalom in quiet 
poileflion, and juft going to call a council 
upon the prefent pofture of affairs. Hujhai^ 
mindful of his inftrudiions, loft no time to 
pay his courts and profefs his allegiance : 
but immediately coming up to Abfalomj 
addrefied him in the cuftomary form of falu- 
tation to kings ; or rather^ with a feemingly 
peculiar zeal for his fervice, he redoubled the 
falutation ; Godfave the king! God fave the 
king / Abfalom^ amazed at what he heard, 
upbraided him with his ingratitude, in de- 

ferting David and asked him ? Is this 

thy kindnefs to thy friend ? He did not dare 
to fay, To my father, (for that queftion 
would have carried a heavier reproach upon 
himfelf) and therefore he mentioned only 
the relation which Hujhai had to David ; 
and^ dwelling upon that, afked him. Why 
he went not with his friend ? In anfwer to 
which, Hujhai gave him to underftand, that 
his allegiance was governed by other prin- 
ciples than thofe of private fricndihip ; that 
l^e appointpient of Gqd, and the dedion 

Qf 
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of his people, determined him in the obje<a 
of his duty : and what fliould hinder him from 
ferving the fon with as much fidelity, as he 
had ferved the father ? The attentive reader 
will, I am perfuaded, find this falutation, 
and whole apology, as evidently evafive, and 
calculated to delude, as art could contrive 
them ; for he neither prays perfonally for 
Abfalomy nor profefles allegiance to him ; 
yet the bait took, and Abfalonis felf-fuifH- 
ciency, grofs as the delufion w«, fwallowcd 
it whole. And Hujhai (who was confidered 
as a good courtier, that followed fortune) was 
immediately admitted of his council, though 
not of his cabinet. The confultation then 
began. What was to be done next ? And 
Acbitophely the arch-counfellor, immediately 
advifed Abfalom to go in to his father's con- 
cubines, which he had left to keep the houfe, 
before the face of all Ifrael \ an adion which 
would demonflrate his enmity to his father 
irreconcilable ; and confequently, fuch as 
would firmly attach all thofe to his intereft, 
who were difafFetted to David^ when they 
once faw they were out of all danger of 
being facrificed to any future poffible recon- 
ciliation between the father and fon. An 

advice 
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advice for the prefent, and in appearance^ 
wife, but in reality pernicious. Could not 
this long-headedy fagacious ftatefinan fore&e, 
that this adtion, for which fome men would 
now become more attached toAbfahm^ muft 
one day make him deteftable in their eyes^ 
when they reflefted upon the horror of it ? 
A guilt made mortal by the law of God*, 
and not named even among the Gentiles : a 
guilt for which they mufl one day judge him 
more worthji to iofe his crown, than Reuien 
his birth-right +. However, this hellifh 
advice was immediately embraced; fotjicbi^ 
topbel's advice was then deemed as unerring, 
as if the oracle of G od had didated it ||. A 
tent Was immediately fpread upon the houic 
top, and Mfakm went in unto bis father's 
c^nefiiineSy in the JSght rf all Ifrael. An 
adJoa of fuch proA^aCe impiety, and aban-* 
doned impudence, as it weire to be wi£hed 
tK> fun had feen, or biftory rdated. Then 
was Davids adultery (planned, and, it may 
be, perpetrated in die fame {dace) judicially 
chaftifed, and God's vengeamr, denounced 
vpon it by his prc^et^ 6gnaily executed ; 

* Levit* XX. lu f I Chroa. v. u 

^ 2 Sam^ xr'u 23. 

and 
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and his wives proftituted in the Jight of the 

Jim *, 2 Sam. xii. ii. Bat before this was 

done^ AcbitQpbii 9iAv\(tAy that twelve thou- 

fand choice men might be put under his 

command, with whom he would undertake 

td purfue and attack Davids which he muH 

da to great advant^, when he fhould come 

upon him, ^eary and "weak^banded,^ as he 

kimfdf expreflbd it, which could fcarceiy 

£ul to ftrike a terror into the few forces 

which attended him : and when they fled, 

the king would become an eafy prey. He 

then added, that he would icntte the king 

wtfyy and proclaim pardon to all the reft ; by 

whkh means, he would eaiily bring oveir 

their allegiance to Ahfalgm^ and lead them 

all bade in fubmiilion to him y or, if they 

were not immodiately brought back, yet the 

killing of the king would efibdoaily end the 

conteft : 7, fays he, nmll fmte the king 

only. And I will bring back all Hk people unt$ 

thee. The man whom thoufeekefi^ is asif ^R 

returned: Jb all the people Jhall be in peace. . 

* N, B, The Hebrew word, which is here rendered 
tuhesj is, in the fifteenth diaptef df the (econd .book 
of Samuel^ verfe i6th, tranflated women ; and ther&: 
fore whoever attends to the original, will find Nathan's 
fxaphecy upon this point UteraHy accompUfhed. 



144 -^^ Hiflorical Account of 

The attentive. reader will eafily perceivcfy 
that this advice well juftifies the chara^r 
given of him in the fcripture : it was, in its 
feveral parts, admirably fitted, both to the 
inclinations and intereft of his pupil : he 
configned him to his pleafures, and took all 
the danger to himfelf : and at the fame time 
he relieved his little remains of humanity, 
(if he had any) from the neccffity of em- 
bming his hands in his father's blood. His 
incefl was, for the prefent, perfonal guilt 
enough : that aift of outrage would make 
j4bfalotns reconciliation with his father, de- 
iperate : and whilft he indulged his evil ap- 
petite, j^chitophely with a chofcn band, 
WGrtild purfue and furprife David. Nothing 
could be more worldly wife, or more hel- 
liftily wicked ; it was indeed as the advice 
of an oracle, but very different from that 
didlated by the Spirit of God./ And yet, 
hoj-rid as it was, it pleafed that vile fon, and 
his afTociates : jind the faying pleafed Abfa^ 
lorn welly (fays the facred writer) and all the 
elders^oflfrael. However, for greater fecu- 
rity, Mfalom refolved to advife with Hujhai 
alfo, whofe counfel he knew was of great 
weight with his father : and accordingly 
I fending 
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fending for him, and telling him what /ichi-- 
topbeh advifcd, in relation to the attempt 
upon his father, he defired to know his 
opinion upon that point. To which Hujhaiy 
continuing his train of delufion, anfwered 
.with great fubtilty and addrefs, ^Xhe counfel 
that Achitophel hath given ^ is not good at 
this time. 

The apparent fenfe of this equivocation 
- was, that however that great counfellor ex- 
celled in other inftances of wifdom, yet in 
this he failed He then iet bimfelf to op- 
pofe every zxXidtoi AcbitopbeVs advice, foiiic 
openly, and others covertly, with fignal 
dexterity, and plaufibility of reafon. He 
began with making a lively and dreadful 
defcription of the enemies Abfahm had to 
deal with: l^t David and his worthies, 
who attended him, were all mighty men of 
war ; at all times terrible to the braveft foes \ 
but much more fo d,t this time : wheix being 
driven from their ^liiilies, they v^ere as fo 
many enraged bears robbed of their whelps ; 
and when, in the firft furious efforts of their 
rage, they fhquld ftrike a terror into their 
invaders^ which they would not fail to do, 
the panic would cafily be diffufcd through the 
Vol. III. L ' reft 
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reft of their purfuers, and intimidate the 
braveft of his forces. Bcfidcs all thisj the 
projc(3: of furprifing David was very little 
confidered ; he was a man too ^guarded for 
fuch an attempt ; and was^ before that time^ 
Well fecured in fome fecret and feparate re- 
treat, (for all fuch were well known to him) 
out of the reach of furprize. His advice 
therefore was, that Ahfalom fliould wait till 
he had a complete army, made up of the 
^braveft men of all the tribes, to which every 
thing muft yield ; headed by Abfalom him* 
felf in perfon (infinuating that the glory 
of the vidlory belonged to him alone, and 
that nobody fliould pretend to rob him of it). 
And whereas it was urged hyAcbitophely that 
he would fmite the king only^ as if all Ab- 
falom\ ends were to be attained by his death, 
Hujbai irifinuates, that the death of compe- 
titors was as neceflary as that of the king, at 
leaft his death who was divinely defigned for 
the throne. And therefore he adds^, that 
they fhould come upon David^ where he 
could not be concealed, and whence he could 
not efcape *, nor any one of thofe that were 

with 

* The original text is, in ikis place, ^ery beautiful 
and expreffive : Sojhallwi comi upon him in fome plaa 

ivberi 



\ 



)tie Li/e of King t) AW il>. I47 

'iwitb him : and that if he refuged himfelf, 
for more fccurity, in any one of the cities 
of Ifrael, they would have numbers enough 
to pull it do\^n, ftonc by ftonc, about his 
tors, • The expreffion in the original is very 
remarkable: "Theh Jhaii all Ifrael bring ropes 
to that cityy and we will draw it into the 
river. The meaning of which threat I ap- 
prehend to be this t That they would come 
before! that city with thdfe cranes ^f*, or hooks^ 
which the antients were wont tojhrowupon 
the battlements of w^ls 5 and with which^ 
by the help of ropes faftened to them, they 
were wont to pull them down piece-meal into 
the rivers' or trenches (filled with water) 
which cncompaffed them. As Achit^phel 

propofed all imaginable advantage to the evil 

* 

where iejhall be found j and we will light vpon him us the 
dewfalleth on the ground : andofhim^ and of all the men 
that are with him^ there JhaU not be leftfo mueh as one. 
The dew in Pale/line (as in feveral other climates) falls 
&ft and fudden ; and is therefore no unapt emblem of 
. an ai^ive expeditious foldiery : and it was perhaps for 
this reafon, that the Romans called their light-armed 
forces . rofarii. The dew falls upon every fpot of the 
earth } not a blade of grais efcapes lU A numerous 
army refembles it in this refped > it is able to fearch 
cvery-where. 

t See Rollin'^ Hiftory, Vol xiC Plate the 25th ex- 
plained. 

L 2 caufe 
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caufe he was engaged in, from expedition, 
upon that principle mentioned by Tacitus^ 
. That nothing determines civil difcords fo hap* 
pily as difpatch ; Hujhai^ on the contrary, 
wholly laid himfelf out to protra£i:^ and to 
delay. For delay would hot only ward oflf 
David's prefent danger ; but would alfo, as 
the fame Tacitus obferves, give ill men time 
to repent, and the good tq unite. And it is 
certain, that in all contefts of this kind, that 
reomrk of Uvy will always hold £ood, 
That when men have time to think, there 
will never be wanting who will be glad to 
gain the favour of the right fide, by adhere- 
ing to the public good. Thefe were the 
principles of ff2(/2^tf/'s advice; and his advice, 
9S much better fuited to Abfalom\ craelty, as 
well as his vanity, and feemingly to the in- 
tereft of His ambition, as well as thefafety of 
his followers, (who cared to put nothing to 
the hazard of a fmall party) eafily prevailed : 
for fo it feemed good to Almighty God, to 
infatuate the counfels of Davids enemieS| 
and defeat their devices. 
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CHAR XL 

Vinihai fends David Intelligence 4f all 
that pajfed in AbfalomV Cduncily 
earnefily intr eating him to pafs over 
Jordan that very Night ; which was 
done accordingly. Achitophel V fud- 
den and fad End. Mr. BayleV z^- 
portant Decifion upon HufliaiV De- 
ception of Abfalom conjidered^ with 
all the Deference due to it. 

ABSALOM'S council had no fooner 
broken up, than Hujbai hafted to 
Zadok and Abiathar^ to inform them of 
what paffed ; and to advife them to fend 
David immediate intelligence of it j adding 
this particular caution and advice from hinq- 
felf, to the king. That he fhould by no 
means think of refting all night in the wil- 
dernefs ; but make all poflible difpatch to 
pafs the "Jordan with his houlhold, and all 
his forces : Lefi the king^ fays he, be fwaU 
limed up^ und all the people that are mtb 

ir 3 Now 
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Now Jonathan and Abimaax^ who were 
to carry the intelligence, had not yet re- 
turned: into the city 1 but found fome pre- 
tence for tarrying without the walls, at a 
place called En^rogel\ or l'b( Fuller's Fouju 
tain ; and, probably, upon fome pretence 
of ^ya{hing and cleanfing themfelvps from 
fpme legal pollution. And their fathers had 
no way of communicating Hujhat% advice to 
them, but by the means of a girl, whom, 
doubtlcfs, they knew to be intelligent and 
faithful \ and fuch a perfoa, being a fafe mef-^ 
fenger, muft, in all probability, have been 
a very proper one, bccaufe Icaft liable to be 
fufpeded 5 for what pould be lefs fo, than a 
girl going to a well, where fuch perfons have 
calls at all times ? However, notjv^ithftand- 
ing all their caution, they were 9bierved by 
a lad, (who informed Abfakm) and imme- 
diately, purfued. "Jonathan and Ahimaaz 
made the beft of their way, with all poffi* 
ble difpatch, towards David : but, finding 
themfclves hotly purfued, they fled to a 
friend's houfe in Bahurim ; who having a 
well in his court-yard, which probably was 
then dry, or, at leaft, not very deep, they 
went down into it ; where a woman, cover- 

- . : ing 
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ing the well, and fpreading fome ground 
corn over it, as it were to be funned and 
4ried, eiFedtually concealed them, Ahfalom'^ 
jnfeffengers w^re clofe at their heels ; and 
inquiring of the woman where Jonathan and 
jihimaaz^ were, (which fuffiqently implies, ' 
that they had feen them turn into the houfe), 
ih? told them, as Jofepbu^ and the Vulgate 
underftand the text. That they jiift drank a 
little water, and hefted forward. Upon' 
which they continued their purfuit i but not 
l>f ing able tq find them, after all the fearch 
aqd inquiry they could make, they returned 
tQ '^^ri{fal€ni. And^s foon as they were re- 
tMvvktdi^y onathan md^ibimaaz came up from 
their conp^mcfnt, and made the bed of their 
way to David ; whom ^ey informed of 
all that ha4 paiT^^ i^ jiifalom's council, and 
added -Hi(/Z^<;r/'s corned advice and intreaty, 
that he would immediately pafs over the 
river, and place )iimfe|f and his people in 
fafety, from furpri^, in cafe things, fhould 
take another turn^ and Achitopheh counfel 
prevail over Huft)a^^ David inftaptly 
obeyed the friendly monition given him^ 
with fuch diligence and difpatch, th^ be-r 
fore the next morning, he and all hjs people 

L 4 were 
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were fafe on the other fide of the Jordan : 
which, as it required a confiderable number 
of boats, or floats of fome kind, to convey 
them over a river not fordable, muft, in all 
probability, have been attended with fomc 
circumftances of felicity, favoured by Provi- 
dence. And we need not doubt, but he 
now took as much care to retard the paf&ge 
of his enemies, in cafe they purfued him, as 
he had before done, to difpatch his own. 

I HAVE often thought, that a hiftory of 
David's piety, in all the various events of 
his life, could it be regularly purfued, and 
clearly connc<3:ed, would, under the conduft 
of a maftcrly pen, make one of the moft 
curious and entertaining (as well as ufcful) 
relations, the world ever beheld. 

We have already feen him fending back 
the ark of God, as from one unworthy the 
fiivinc prefence jand protection : we have feen 
him afcending Mount Olivet^ in all the di- 
ftrefe of humiliation and penitence; his 
head covered, and his feet bare, and weep- 
ing as he went. We have feen him pro- 

ftrate on the fummit of it, pouring out his 
fupplications, and proclaiming his confidence 

in God. 

Lei 
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L E T us now follow him to the wildernefs, 
and there we flmll fee him again (upon find- 
ing that his enemies took counfel agafnft Bim, 
and laid wait for bis foul) renewing his fup- 
plications in the moft affecting and pathetic 
ftrains, that ever were penned*. Alth6ugh 
his enemies had faid, ver. 1 1 . God hatbfor^ 
faken him : purfue bim, and take bim ; for 
there is none to^ deliver him ; yet was his 
hope ilill ftrong, in that God, that he 
would deliver bim out of the band of the 
unrighteous and cruel man. God, whof 
had protefted him in the vigour of youth, 
be prayed, arid he confided, would not now 
fail him, in the infirmities of age. What 
tho' his own ftrength was decayed? he would 
go againft his enemies, in the ftrength of the 
Lord God -f. Now alfoy when lam old and 
grey^beadedj O Gody forfake me not^ until I 
ba^e fhewed thy ftrength unto this generation^ 
and thy power unto all them that are yet to, 
come. 

♦ Pfalm Ixxi. In thee^ O Lord^ have I put my truji. 
^^^Deliver me in thy righteoufne/s, and caufi me t9 efcape. 

DeUvirmey O my Uody 4ut of the hand of the wicked^ 

out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. — Caji 
me not off in the time of old age : forfake me not, when^ 
fny ftrength faileth. 

t Vcr. 16, 17, i8, 

Ir 
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I T could ndtKer be dmied nor diflembled^ 
that he was now reduced to great diflrefs ; 
but^ great as his diftreiles were, he had been 
redeemed from greater. His enemies looked 
upon him as a dead man ; but they forgot, 
how eafily the hand of God could raife him 
up again, as from the grave ; and not only 
renew, but augment his grandeur. Thou 
which haft Jhewed me great and fore troubles^ 
/halt quicken me again 5 andjhalt bring me up 

(igain from the depths of the earth Thou 

fhalt increafe my greatnefs / will alfo 

praife. thee upqrf thepfaltery^ Sec. For they 

^re confounded^ they are brought into Jhame^ 
thatfeek my hurt. 

$<( he confide4) and fo it came to'pafss 
^nd Achitophel^ the enemy's arch-counfellor, 
was the firft inftance of God's vengeance 
upon that rebel-race. For, fipding hi? heUifli, 
but falutary advice to Abfalom^ defpifed, an4 
forefeeing froip thence, that David muft 
qilickly prevail againft his infatuated enemies, 
he immediately . returned to his own city, 
put hi^ hsujhojd in order^ and (in defperation) 
flanged himfelf fays the text, and died. 

V/h e ?? b§ had contrived, infpired, dif- 
fufed, and propagated evil> through an in- 
numerable 
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nunusrable multitude, 'and loaded his foul 
with all the horrors of complicated guilty 
t)iat hell could devife ; treachery, rebellion^ 
incell, parricide! he hurried it to all the 
vengeance due to it from eternal jufHce; 
to prevent all poffibility of reparation and 
repentance^ he died in the ad: of felf- 
qpiurder. So periihed the great Macbiavel of 
that age ; the very wifeft of the very wife- 
men of this world ! *u)bofe God is their belfy^ 
whofe glory is their Jhame^ and nvhofe end ii 
deJiruSlion. 

B u T it is time to return to David ? 

David and his fon now fet themfel ves 
to make the beft preparations they could ; 
the one to carry oh his unnatural rebellion^ 
and the other to defeat it. 

And here, perhaps, the reader may not 
think it amifs to leave them a-while^ and 
employ a few moments in refledtions, not 
foreign from the affair before us. 

And firft : It is remarkable^ that this 
rebellion was, in all appearance, the real, 
although remote confequence oi^JDavid's 
adultery. For Bathjbeba was the daughter 
qS Eliam *, and we find Eliam^ the fon of 

* 2 Sam. xi. 3. 

Jl(;hir 
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Jlcbitopbelj among Davids worthies -f* ; ccmi«- 
fequiently^ this EHam was^ in all probabi- 
lity, the father of Batbjbeba ; and if fo^ 
then may we fairly conclude, xhsLt Achitopbel 
engs^ed in this confpiracy, in r&venge for 
the dishonour done to his family, in the per- 
fon of Bathjbeba^ which no fubfequcnt 
miarriage could repair or efface : and I 
think, we may plainly perceive, in the de- 
termined cruelty of Achitopbeh advice and 
reiblution to dcftroy David with his own 
hands, all the malice and rancour of a par- 
ticular and perfonal revenge. And if this be 
the true ftate of the pafe, which I am far 
from adventuring to prcuiounce, (for indeed 
there are ftrong probabilities on the other 
fide) then was verified that fine obfervation, 
in the Wifdom of Solomon^ (recounted among 
the appointments of Providence) That wbere^ 
withal a man Jinnetby by the fame alfo fhall 
f)e be punt/bed. 

I N the next place, I cannot but refle£l; 
with aftonifhmeQt, upon the applaufe whidi 
Mr. Bayle hath gained ; and with horror^ 
upon the evil errors he hath fpread by his 
(;afuiftry ! and particularly in the article of 

f 2,Sam« xxUi. 34. 

^avid. 
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David. He is very angry with Hujkai for 
deceiving Abjuhm \ but much more ^th 
David ^ for advifing him to it. A conduA 
which he loads with all the guilt of feducing 
his friend into a danm^^le (in, which \m 
fhcnild rather have loft his crown, than hav« 
fufFered him to commit. 

I F Mr. Bayle had been acquaint^ with 
the firft principles and rudimentis of thQ hiit 
of nature, he tould not. butlkno^w^ that 
Abfalomy a traitor, a murderer, a rd)cJi 
(and, as far as in him lay, a parricide) h^ 
(a3 fuch) forfeited all the right$,of focilstyi 
but more efpecially as a rebel ; for a rehelt 
who £sts himfelf to overturn the eftabliihied 
government, or^er, and peace of any con>9 
munity, do^^ ]by that boftile attempt, a^n 
ally diveft himfelf of all focial rights id 
that community^ And confequcntly Hitflmi 
could no more be guilty of iin, in deceiviii^ 
him, in order to defeat the purpofes of his 
, villainy, than he could be guilty of a (in, in 
deceiving a mad dog, and turning him away 
from murdering his heft friends. 

I T is fcarcely to be imagined, how any 
cafuift could be fo fillily fcrupulous, as to 
make the leafl: doubt, whether any man in 

his 
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his ienfes had a right to deceive a mad-mari ,• 
(whofe only demerit is a difturbed brain) and 
delude him frdth his 6?il purpofes : how 
inuch ihore then, a delibetatfe^ determined 
traitor, who had forfeited all the rights of 
humanity, as well as focietjr ! a black parri-^ 
dde, mad with pride^ ambition^ and cruelty ! 
^e wotft excefles and outrages tA a corrupt 
heart ! To defeat the horrid gurpofes of this 
monfter's tillainy, to rob him of the glory 
c^ mafiacring the befl friends of his family, 
of imbruing his hands in the blood of all 
his brethren, and crowning rebellion and 
murder with^pdrricide ! to take tneafures to 
reftore this wretch, once more, to the mercy 
of a tender for^viiig fathcir ; and, in confe- 
quence, to repentance, and a right fenfe of 
duty, tofave his foul alive I — How crying 
a guilt was it in David, to form a defign of 
effecting all this ; and how damnable a fin in 
Hujhaiy to execute it! 
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CHAP. XII.. 

David goes to Mahanaim, . and gch 
thers an Army, Abfalom paffes the 
Jordan, and pitches in the Land cf 
Gilead. D a v i n fends out bis Forces. 
<igainji him>y under the command of 
Joab, Abifliai, aftdltxai. 

WHEN l)avtd had paflcd the J<)r^ 
datiy he went direftly to Mabanainil 
lately the rcfidcnce of IJhboJheth^ and antiently 
the refting-place of yacob ; -where Cd&had 
placed him, under the -ptdteftion df^ twd 
hofts of Jngels. The khig's diftrefs' ther6, at 
this time, naturally led him to rcfleft upon 
the diftrefs of his great aneeftor, in the fam6 
place : where being encdmpafled with a Weak 
and helplefs family of wives and children, a$ 
David now was, news was brought him^ 
that his brother Efau Was (coming againft 
him with a ftrong band of men^ and, as he 
had too nfxuch reafqn to apprehend, with an 
hoftile difpofition to deftfby him. Cduld any 
thing be more natural^ than for David to 

cry 
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cry out^ (ipott that occafion^ as he doth in 
the thirty-^fburth Pfalm^ vcr. 6, 7. This poor 
man cried^ dnd tbt Lord heard biniy and 
favedbim out of all bis troubles^ Tbe angel 
of tbe Lord encampetb rduHd about tbern tbat 
fear bim, and deliveretb tbem. That God, 
who dcKvercd Jacob from his brother, 
oottld, with eqaal eafe, deliver David from 
h]6 cxud Ton. The jneek and humble^^^^^ 
trailed in God> and was delivered ; and 
why might not David hope for a like de-^ 
liverance, under the fame fpirit of humilia'- 
tioHy, and truft in the divine protedion ? It 
u fcarcely to be imagined, how David could 
t.void filing into tibds train cf thinking, in 
this pljLce, at this time i and if he did fall 
iotp it, it is lefs to be imagined, how he 
()oal(ii refraip from expreffing it ; at leaft, fq 
far, as to leave fome traces and memorials of 
it behind him t And fuch memorials, (be* 
iide that now cited) I apprehend, are plainly 
tpl^ found in'tbe twenty-fecond and twenty- 
fifth Pfalms ; both of which may very na- 
turally be prefumed to have been written oii 
thisoccafion. Thus Pfalm xxiu vcr. i, 2, 
3, 4, &c. My God, look upon me: Why bajl 
thou forfaken me f -^^^jind tbou continuefi 

boly. 
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bi^iy^ O thou worjhip of IfraeL Our fathers 
trufted in tbee^ and thou didfi deliver tbem^ 
&c. God had made good his promises to 
Jacob — « his promifes made to him in this 
very place : Hhe nvorjhip of Ifraelftill con-' 
tinned holy : Why t^en fhould not David 
hope to have his promifes made good to him 
alfo^ although he was now, in all appear- 
ance, upon the vety brink of ruin ? So dib^ 
P/al* XXV. ver. i, &c. My God^ lik^e put 
my truft in thee ; let me not ike confounded, 
neither let mine enemies triumph over me : 
for iM they that hope in thee Jhall not be 
ajhamed ; but fuch as tranfgrefl without a 

caufe, Jbail be put to conjupon Lead me 

forth in thy truth — Call to remembrance^ 
O Lordy thy tender mercies ^ which have been 

0oer if old He then proceeds to implore 

pardon for his fins, the true caufe of all his 
calamities. And rightly recolledting, that 
he himfelf was Jacob's reprefcntative,' and 
heir of the promifes made to him, he con- 
cludes, with fupplicating, as in his pferfon^ 
Deliver Ifrael^ OGod, out of all his ttoubles. 
Such fincere penitence, fuch fkady faith, 
fuch perfevering piety, could not fail to pre- 
vail in the end. His prayers were heard| 
Vol. III. M and 
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and to (hew they wer?, it pteified God to 
Infpire (in this critical and deci^ve jun^aurc) 
the hearts of many faithful ftibje^> ai^ 
brave fojdiew, with fignal zeal for his fervice j 

and they reioited to him from all quartec?, 
with fuch expedition, and in fugh numbeHB, 
that in a few days he had a complete army aA 
his command, which he divided intp ioxKX 
^Kdies : ,onc he referved within the city, ai»4 
over the other three he placed three br^v^ 
captains, Joakt -^bifkai^ a^id ItHiy opfi a% 
the head of each. Provifions ajfp of ^ 
kinds wexe poured in upon him, from ,pcr- 
fons of the greateft djftindlion thrcjnghout 
9^ the remans round about. Among v^howh 
Sbobi^ the fon (^ Nabajby oilUbifahi of the 
children of Anmorty is placed ^rft. And as. 
the prpviAons ferit were in gre^t plenty,^ 
(with utenfils of various kind?) fuf5.cient fer 
J>avid, ' and all his forceps, this ikews the 
power and wealth of thofe that fuppiied 
them, as well as their affediion to Demd- 
And therefore the inference from hence is 
q^tur^^ tha( wke;i i)avi4 chaftifed tb;e 
aj^CQts and inflruments of Hanm'% tyraoriy, 
be kft ^bobi, in the regency of the country, 
jlirith fttch marks of kindnefs apd friendfhip 

to 
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t6 him, as now engaged Shobi^ in his turn, 
to give the king all poffible demonftrations 
of affedion and gratitude, in his diflrefs. A 
feafon in which any other principles, than 
gratitude and affeftion, would have operated 
in a very diiFerent manner. And fome of 
the utenfils fent, the beds particularly, fliew 
a peculiar and perfonal concern, for the 
eafe and convcnicncy both of David and 
' ihis family; and were indeed (in thofe 
circumftances) the proper prefents of one 
prince to another, perfonally efteemed and 
honoured. 

The next man of confequeftce, who di- 
illnguiOied himfelf in his aiSectton and zeal 
for David y on this occafion, was Mac hi r^ 
the fon of Ammiely of Lodebar^ the friend 
and proteftor of MephiboJIoetb 3 who, from 
that very chara<fter, muft be prefumed to 
have been, atfirft, in fome degree, difafFedted 
to David y butnow,.not only reconciled, but 
zcaloufly attached to him ; and probably, in 
a great meafure, from the king's moft noble 
manner of treating Mephibojheth. The laft 
of thofe who had now diftinguifhed their 
zeal for Davids is Barzillaiy the GileadiU ; 
a man of a very uncommon charadler, very 

M i aged. 



I 



1 64 An Hiftorical Account of 

aged, very wealthy, and very generous I A 
man, who, with all the bodily infirmities of 
old age, was yet clear of all thofe which 
diihonour and deform the mind, in that fea^ 
fon ; equally fuperior to timorous caution, 
fordid avarice,, and unfuitcd luxury : as will 
be further feen in the fequel of this hiftory. 

The circumftanccs now related, were all 
fo many happy beginnings and omen* of 
DavUs foture fuccefs ; and pledges of that 
juft and humble confidence, which he had 
placed in the divine favour and protcftion. 
Let us leave him to all the confolation of 
thcfc happy hopes, and return to Jbfalom. 

V/uEnJifalom had indulged his criminal 
commerce with his father's concubines (as 
the occafion and circumftanccs too ftroogly 
indicate) to fatiety j a fatiety^ even in the 
loweft degree of guilt, confcffisdly dreadful 5 
he proceeded to reward the merit, and hide 
the horrors, of his inceft, in the pomp and 
fplendor of a public coronation'; and was 
accordingly folemnly anointed * and crown- 
ed. And it is probable that by the time 
tliis affair was over, he found his forces 

• 2 Sam. xix. 10. 
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ftrohg enough to attempt upon his father. 
He gave the chief command of his army to 
Amafa^ another of David's nephews, the 
fon of his lifter jibigail : and it is reafonable 
to believe, from the words of the text, that 
his forces were very numerous ; for when 
the facred hiftorian informs us, ihzx, Abfalom 
paffed over Jordan^ he adds, he and all the 
men oflfrael with him s and they pitched in 
the land of Gileard. 

When David found himfelf fufEciently 
ftrong to go againft the enemy, he refolved 
not ' to wait their coming, but give the 
aifault ; and accordingly marched his forces 
out of the city, under the three captains be- 
fore-mentioned, declaring, that he himfelf 
alfo would go forth with them, and (hare 
their fiite j which his people earneftly dif- 
fuaded him from ; infifting, that he (hould 
ftay behind, and, if occafion were, fuccour 
them from the city : for that their defeat, if 
they fhould fly, was of little confequence, 
whilft he was fafe, whofe fingle life was 
worth ten thoufand of theirs. The king 
yielded to their aflfedlionate intreaties ; and 
I am perfuaded, he did it with lefs relu- 
fixince^ upon a reflection, that be muftother^ 

M 3 wife 
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wife go againft his own fubjedts j and draw 
his fword againft a rebel fon, whom he 
could not think of but with tpo much t^n-' 
dcrncfs, in fpite of all his crimes. And as 
a proof of this, he, that moment, gave the 
kindeft charge concerning him, to all his 
captains: Deal genth^ for my fake ^ with the 

young man with Abfalom. He begs them 

to deal gently with that young man^ as if all 
his faults were more thofe of his youth, 
than his nature. But at the fame time, that 
his people could not but difcern, in thefe 
words, the excefs of his weaknefs for that 
profligate fon ^ they could not but obferve 
jilfo in them, a calm prefago and affurance 
of their fuccefs againft their enemies. 

A BATTLE quickly enfued, and I think, 
yofephus's account of it is the leaft rational 
and fatisfadlory that can well be imagined. 
He tells us, that Joab put his army in batde- 
array, over-againft the enemy, in a great 
plain, with a wood behind him ; and that 
the enemy were routed, and driven with 
great flaughter, through the forefts and 




Now, in the facrcd writings, we hear,but 
(pf one wood, in which they tell us . the 

battle 
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battle was fought; as alfo, that David's 
army marched out of the ciiy, and gave the 
affault. This account is vefy fliort ; but 
thus much I think we may fairly conchide 
from it, that David carefully concealed the 
number of his forces from the enemy ; in 
all probability, to make theni imagine him 
much weaker than in truth he was. And it 
is highly probable, that it was to this end 
alfo, that he divided his army into three 
bodies, under three feveral captains. Now 
if we fuppofe two of thefe bodies carefully 
lodged and concealed in the fides of the' 
wood of Epbraitn^ (where the battle was 
fbught) and the third led out from the centre 
of it, (by Joab for inftance) againft the 
enemy; and upon the a&olt, retiring, and, 
as it were, driven back again, by the enemy, 
into the heart of the wood ; and that then, 
David^s forces, \dio had lined the ^ood, 
ilarted up from their cover, upon a figrial 
given, and aflaulted Jbfalmt% army in flank 
on either fide ; nothing can be imagined, 
more likely to throw them into the utmoft 
confufibn and conflernation ; and^ of confe- 
quence, to gain David a complete victory. 
And without fome fuch fuppofition as this, 

M4 it 
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it is fcarcely to be imagined, how an univerfal 
battle fhould be fought in a wood ; and how 
a lefs anny could there deftroy a greater ; or 
how that greater could be driven through a 
wood, which, according to yofepbuis ac- 
count, lay at the back of their enemies. 
Nor indeed, in my apprehenfion, is the 
text intelligible, but upon fome fuppofition 
of this kind ; which tells us, literally, that 
the people (that is, David's forces) went out 
into the field againjl Ifrael^ and the battle 
was in the wood of Epbraimy where the 
people of Jfrael were Jlain before tbefervants 
of David. Which plainly (hews, that Da^ 
vids forces fought not to any cffedt, till 
they retreated into the wood ; and there they 
exerted themfelves with full vigour againft 
their enemies i which is unimaginable, upon 
any other fuppofidon, than that they, there^ 
Bad them to more advantage ; probably^ 
from the ambufhes there laid againft them. 

I N this general rout, Jibfalom fled'amongft 
the reft, and was m?t by fome of the fer- 
vants of David ; who, revering the king's 
command, let him paf^ unhurt : yet he 
efcaped not; for whom they would not 
arreft^ die divinp vengeance did : for as he 

fled 
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fled on his mule, ^he mule^ fays the text, 
^ent under the thick bought of a great oak^ 
and bis bead caught bold of the oaky and be 
"was taken up between the heaven and the 
earthy and the mule that was under him went 
away. 

In this pofture, one of Joab's foldiers 
faw him, and informed his general of what 
he faw, and was reproved by him, for not 
difpatching the traitor, when he had him in 
his power ; which if he had done, he would 
have given him ten fhekels of filver, and a 
military girdle« To which the foldier replied. 
That although he ihould give him a thou- 
fand fhekels of filver, he would not difobey 
the king's command, ifTued, in his own heart- 
ing, to all his captains : and that if he had 
difobeyed it, he fhould have aded a lye 
againfl his own life ; for nothing was concealed 
from the king, and perhaps y^^^himfelf 
would have been the iirfl: to inform him. 
At this, Joab turned from him in a chafe ; 
and taking three darts in his hand, be thruji 
themy fays the text, through the heart of 
jUfalom^ while he was yet alive in the mid ft of 
the oak } and ten young men, that barejoab's 
armoury compajfed about ^ and fmote Jibfalom^ 
andjlew him. This 
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This done, y^?^^ founded a retreat, and 
put an end to the carnage of the enemy. 
. And when the foldiers were all returned 
from the purfuit, they took down jiifalom 
from the tree, threw him into a great pit in 
the wood, and laid a great heap of fiones 
upon him. Stoning to death, was the legal 
punifhment of rebellion againfl parents ; and 
therefore they, who could not chaftife him 
living, for this fin, now branded him dead, 
as he deferved *. It feems, having no fon 
to continue his name, he had eredled a mo<- 
nument to it, hewn out of the living rock, 
whk:h he meant to be of perpetual duration, 
and may perhaps be fo, (for it is ftill extant, 
and no defpicable remain of antient archi- 
tecture) if it be not buried in the ftoncs 
thrown at it, in deteftation of his memory, 
by all that pafs by it. For now this work 
of vanity is become a memorial of re- 
proach. Strange power of guilt, which can, 
in one moment, turn all the devices of vanity, 
all the memorials of excellence, all the 

* And this, I apprehend, gave rife to the cuftoih 
simongft us of throwing heaps of ftones upon the graves 
of malefeftors, altho' it was of earlier ufe among the 
Jewsy Jof. vii. 26, 

fecurities 
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fecurities of fame, into monuments oi in- 
famy ! 

Thus fell this cruel, this murderous, 
this inceftuous parricide ! and with him 
twenty thoufand of his rebel adherents 5 
fome by the fword in battle, and in flight; 
(for they were fcattered over the face of all 
the ccfuntry) but more in the wood, being 
probably wedged to death between trees, 
trampled upon flumps, and tumbled into 
pit-falls, in the prefs and hurry of their 
flight y and fome of them, perhaps, devoured 
by wild beafts, where they hoped to be 
concealed. 

When the battle was over, Ahmaaz 
begged to be made the meflenger of this 
good fuccefs to the king : but Joab^ who 
loved him, and knew how difagreeable the 
account of Abfalom'^ fate would be to David^ 
refufed to let him be the bearer of fuch un- 
welcome news. And calling to one of his 
attendants, whofe name was Cufki^\Adi him go 
and tell the king what he had feen. AndCujhi^ 
fays the text, bowed bimfelf—^-^ and ran. 
However, Ahimaaz revolving yoab's reafon 
for refufing to fend him on that errand, and 
recoUefting that he could diftinguifli between 

what 
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what was agreeable, and what was diftafte-^ 
ful to the king^ in the fuccefs of that day, 
begged to be pennitted to run after Cujhi ; 
and yoab gave way to his importunity : and 
be^ taking the advantage of an eaiier road, 
out-ran CuJhi. 

One of Davids watchmen efpied them 
fpeeding forward, and immediately informed 
the king s who hearing of one man coming 
alone, concluded him a mefTenger fent by 
yoab^ with fome account of the battle : and 
the watchman then calling out. That he faw 
another man running alone, the king con<- 
cluded, that he alfo was fent with further 
news; and upon the watchman's telling him, 
That he took the foremoft to be Ahimaaz^ 
the fon of Zadok^ the king faidy He is a 
good man^ and bringetb good tidings. And 
when Ahimaaz came within hearing, he 
cried out, jVl is well : and coming up to 
the king, fell proflrate before him, and 
bleffed God for the deliverance wrought in 
his favour againft his rebel fubjeds. The 
king then eagerly inquiring, Whether^^/(9»i 
were fafe ? jibimaaz arifwered. That when 
he came away, he faw a great tumult ; but 
could not tell what it meant. 

The 
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The king, doubtlefs^ apprehended the 
worft ; and Abimaaz^s diflimulation had this 
good efibd, that it prepared him for it 

C us H I came up foon after, and repeated 
the joy ful tidings, that jiihimaaz had brought. 
And being alfo afked, If Jbfalom were iafe ? 
he anfwered with a wifh. That all the king^s 
enemies might be as that young man. The 
king could not fland the account s but im« 
mediately ran up to his chamber^ to give 
vent to his diftrefs : yet could not refrain 
from tears and lamentations^ even till he got 
thither ; but was heard crying out, as he 
went, my fon Abfalom ! my fon^ my Jon 

jibfalom I Would God I bad died for tbee^ 

O jibfalom myfon^ myjbn ! 

The king's command to fpare Abfalom^ 
was indeed an extraordinary inftance of 
mercy (equalled only in him, who, dying, 
prayed for his murderers) ; yet it is to be 
accounted for from his fatherly fondnefs, and 
the benignity of his nature. But there is fome- 
thing aftonifliing in this excefs of grief for 
fuch a reprobate ; and^ I confefs, it is, to me, 
utterly unaccountable, from any other prin« 
ciple^ than the fad and (hocking refledionj 
of his having died with all his fins upon 

his 
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his head ; ^d gone down qtiick to- per- 
dition. 

I G4N recoiled: bat one man in all the 
accoants of and(}Uity; whofe charbd:er will 
bear to be compared ^\i^ Mfaloiri% i and 
that is, Cyrus the younger. 

C y R tr sf was allowed the complctefl:, 
moft accompliflied man among the P^/)f^«^, 
as Abfal(m among the Ifraelites. There is 
nothing particularly faid of his beauty (except, 
that he had a great quantity of long hair) ; 
btit as he is allowed the mofl majeflic man 
among the Perfians, after the eldefr Cyrus^ 
who was remarkably beautiful ; and as per- 
foiial advantages always entered into the idea 
of a majeftic man^ in the earlier ages ; it is 
probable, that Cyrus alfo excelled in thefe— 
They were both royally defcended ^ both 
immoderately ambitious; both bent upon 
deftroying their brothers, who flood in their 
way to the throne ; and both laid trains to 
deftroy them. Cyrus mifcarried in his at- 
tempt ; but Ahfalom fucceeded in his. Both 
were pardoned thefe crimes, for which they 
defervcd to die : and both no fooner par- 
doned, than they formed a dcfign of rebel- 
lion againft: the perfons who forgave them ; 

which 



which tbctj cafrried on by % long tran ^ 
pm&i&d popularity, calum»yi aad di^m»^ 
lE^tipa. Apd«; to conclude^ they bo^ didk 
in. T^lfio^^. ;a«4 in battle ; the obc (^galotft 
l^is father, tlje, other againft his brother: asMi 
both died childlefs^ at leaft without heirs te 
continue their name. Here - indeed diej 
di^cred: Artaxerxes infulted the remaiaa; 
of hi$ tebeUioo^ brother. Jpiuvid lamented? 
the death of his rebdlious fon. 
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David, grieving to Excefs^ is n^^ 
proved hy Joab, and brought to 
appear in public. Meafures are. 
comer ted with Zadok and Abia- 
thar, for\ his Reftoratiofi. 72te Kit^ 
reiurnsJo^ his Capitals 

WHEN jyavid'Si^my pcjvceived Va. 
afSid^ioQ^ thpy cQofidered tbsoi* 
fehre^, as a kind of cdrnmls, who 
had contravenQd the ling's coiUnotand, and 
were^ upon th^t fcore^ in di^«ce;Wtth hiou 

and 
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and for that reafon they dole back to the 
dty in filence ; as men, not lefs a(hamed of 
the battle they had won, than if they had 
fled from their enemies : by which means 
the vidory of that day was turned into 
mournings unto all the people. 

When Joab returned from the field, 
and faw the king abandoned to grief, and 
lamenting his fon in a moft diftrefsful man- 
ner; the people alfo difconfolate, hanging 
down their heads, and hiding themfelves; 
he broke in upon the king, without any 
previous form or referve ; and giving a full 
loofe to the impetuofity of his nature, fiercely 
reproached him with a moft unkind and 
unbecoming behaviour to a brave army, 
who had juft faved him and his family firom 
deftwdion; and yet were treated as fo many 
cowards and traitors ; and a rebellious, 
reprobate fon, fo far preferred to all their 
united merits, that he was well fatisfied, 
that if all they had periihed in their duty, 
and that fingle fon furvived, it had been 
matter of joy to their fovereign. He then 
added a furious &reat, and confirmed it by 
a folenm oatli, by the living God, that if 
he did not inftahtly quit his apartment, 

appear 
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appear in public, and treat his people as 
they deferved, they would that moment 
defert him, as one man ; which would be 
farworfe than ^11 the calamities that had 
hitherto befallen him. 

The king, however offended by this 
rou^ treatment, and ofFenfive troth, never- 
thelefs, thought fit to diflemble his refent- 
ment for the prefent s and immediately left 
his chamber, and went to the gate, the feat 
of public juftice, where he gave audience 
to the peopk: who immediately reforted 
thither in crouds to him; and were received, 
and treated by him, as they deferved; or 
rather, as well ^ his prefent diftrefs would 
allow. 

David, now yidorious over a rebel 
army, totally roined and routed, had it 
fiiUy in his power to take ample revenge of 
all thofe, whofe treachery and infidelity 
(which had fo lately brought him to the 
brink of rob) well d^ferved to be feverely 
chaftifed. And it is evident, that if he had 
had ^y thing revengeful or fai^uinary in his 
nature, he could now want no pretext, 
either of juftice or policy, to indulge it to 
the full ; but he was governed by very dif^ 

Vql. III. N fercnt 
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ferent priaciples ; and law the whole affair 
of his fon'd rebellion, and his own conqueft, 
in another light. He knew the firft to be 
the effed of his guilt ; and the laft the fruit 
of his penitence and humiliadon before Gop; 
and therefore made no other change in his 
conduct, than from prayer and penitence^ to 
gratitude and thankfgiving, and a patient 
humble expectation of his providential dif- 
pofal of the event. Nor did he fail of his 
reward : for now it fcemed good to the gf eat 
Qovernor of the world, who at his pleafure 
fiilletb the raging of the fea^ and the mad'- 
nefs of the people^ to turn the hearts oi 
Davids fubjedls, as it were, in one inftant, 
in his favour s infomuch that they now re- 
turned to their duty, with as much eager 
zeal, as they had, but a few days before, 
ruflied into rebellion againft him. And now, 
their only contention was^ which of thar 
tribes fliould moft fignalia their loyalty and 
affeftion for their fovere^n. They now re- 
colledled the many deliverances from their 
enemies, wrought for them by his hands 
and could not but find it an ill return ^ 
thefe bleffings, to drive him out of hfe 
kingdom. They refleded, that the man, 

• . in 
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in whofe favour they rebelled, was dead; 
and what could they now do better than 
return to their duty, and reinftate their 
lawful fovereign on his throne? The only 
queftion was, how they (hould go to work, 
and where they fhould begin. Things do 
not eafily fall into their antient and true order^ 
after fo much tumult and confufion, as was 
now fpread through the land j and David 
rightly judged, that it required the fkill and 
addrefs of fome men of wifdom, and weight i 
with the people j to fet things right, and 
condu(3- them in their natural courfe : and 
accordingly he chofe Zadok and jibiathar, 
the priefts, tq be his agents m the affair; and 
advifed them to apply themfelves, firft, to » 
the tribe of Judah'^ and to reprove their 
delay and inadivity, in taking proper mea- 
fures for bringing the king back ; efpecially 
when they knew, that all the other tribes 
were intent upon his reftoration ; and had 
given him ftrong affurahces to that purpoife, • 
And to influence them more efFedtually, the " 
king added this kind meffage to theni, from 
hk own mouth;* Te are my brethren^ ye 
are my bones ^ an4 niy fejb : Wherefore then - 
are ye the lafi to bring bacTt the king ?—• ^^Arid ' 
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forafmuch as Joali% credit with the 
had for a long time been infapportable toi 
David I had fonnerly proteded him under 
the guilt of jilmers murder^ and lately un-. 
der an avowed contempt of his fovereign's^ 
commands 5 David judged this a fit oppor? 
tunity of humbling his infolence, and re- 
prefTrng his power, by placing Amafa at the. 
head of his forces : and accordingly ht fent 
him a kind meflage, to i:emind him of his 
near relation to his prince, and to afTure him 
of the fupreme command in the army, if 
he returned to his duty. This kind treat- 
ment of that rebel, captain of the hoftile 
hoft, and all his rebel adherents, had all the 
effeA that he could hope for ; it touched 
their hearts, and melted them into loyalty 
and affedion ; and they immediately de- 
puted the h^ads of their tribe to wait upon 
the king, and invite him to return ; and he 
immediately complied with their requeft, 
and began his piogrefs to the river Jordan ; 
and had not gone fer, before the principal 
perfons of Iii? whole tribe mtk him, in a 
body, JO conc^ufft him oyer the river. Shimei 
alfo, the Benjatnite^ who had fo lately re- 
idled and curfed the king, now Vfaitcd upon 

him,, 
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I) attended by a thoafand men of his 
tribe; and £dling down at Davids feet^. 
confeiled his goilt, and his perverfenefsi 
and implored fbrgivenefs 5 adding^ with a 
very refined addrefs, ^byfervant dotb know, 
that I have finned ; therefore^ behold^ I am 
ctme the firft^ this day^ of all the houfe of 
yofepb^ to go down to meet my hrd the king. 
He very well knew, that a Benjamite^ of 
the family oiSmil^ came bat ill recommend- 
ed to David y under that character; and. 
therefore he would not denominate himfelf 
from Benjamin^ but from Jofepbj his be- 
loved brother. Abifbai^ who had before io 
4iighly refented his vile treatment of David^^ 
thought thb a fit feafon for wreaking his 
revenge; and accordingly reminded the king 
of Shimei'% infolence, in hopes of his per- 
miifion to chaitife it ; which David refufed 
with indignation, and a reproof^ becoming 
. a great king : What have I to do jwitb youy 
yefons of Zeruiaby thatyefbouU this day be 
adoerfaries unto me ? (Was this the duty of 
their relation, to ad the part of his worft 
enemies ?) Shall awf man be put to death this 
day in Ifrael f I know that I am this day 
king over J/raeL Should the day of his 
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uctcpncilemeot to his people be bleixii(h«d. 
vith blood ? He knew bimfelf aJuBg, not 
of one party, but of h|$ whqle people s» 
an4 therefore wifely refdyed, that hisjf;^ 
therly affediion ibould extend to them all. 
He knew himfelf a fovereig^, and he ^ne.w, 
that mercy and forgivenefs were the nobleil 
privileges of fovereignty. And when he ho^ 
%nifkd this, he turned tp ^himei^ pro- 
nounced his pardon, and conjfiAned it with 
an oath, that he {houl4 not die. 
' With Sbitnei^ went Ziba alfpj^ the llftnr 
derer of Mephibojhetb^ with ^s fifteen ion^y 
tnd twenty ferv^ts, to oieet, and to dq 
obcifance ^o the king, and conduct him 
over the river : to which purpofe the people 
oijudah prepared a boat, which firft car- 
ried over the king's houihold, and then re-* 
turned to carry over the. king: and with 
him, his aged and faithful friend Barzillaf\ 
the Gileadite ; who had fo generoufly, and 
fo amply, provided for his fuftenance, while 
he lay at Mabanaim. The king, unwilling 
to be outdone in gcnerofityi would fam have 
prevailed upon him to go with him to Jcru-- 
falem^ and allow him to take care of him 
.there, for the reft of his life ; that.hc might 

' . have 



«liave continual ojpportunitics cf cxpreffing 
his gratitude, and repaying what he owed 
^him : but Barziilaiy in a ipirit of true .wif-* 
dom, and becoming modpration^ declinqd 
this generous offer. The pleafures of a court 
had no charms for him, in that advanced 
age : he was then fourfcore years old 3 his 
fcnfes and appetites were long fince palled, 
ahd'hoth mufic and banquets *had loft all 
their relifli. He therefore begged the king 
to give hini leave jto wait lipoh Kim over the 
i*iver; and theh return to his own city 5 there 
td'^ie in peace,c^*i^ te laid ht the grave of 
JOi fafb^r anf Jni wptber. But if his ma- 
jcily ^leafed^ he might take . his fon Ghim^ 
h^m vf\xh him, and deal with him as he 
'thought- proper. The king readily con fented. 
to take the young man with him, promifed 
to provide for him, and aflured Barzillaiy 
he would do every thing elfe he defired. 
And' when the old man had conduced D^- 
vjJ as far as he propofcd, the king took his 
lafl leave of him ; kiiTed and blefled him, 
and fufFered him to return to his own home; 
but took Cbimham with him to Jerufalem ; 
whither he was conduced by his own forces, 
and, the chiefs of the tribe of Judah ; and 
V . N 4 was 
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was now teftored to his cajMtal, with as 
much pomp, inagni6oenoe, and general joy, 
as he had lately been driven from it, with 
grief, d^edion, and diftrefs. 



CHAP. XIV. 

A Conteft arifes between the Tribes 
about refloring the King: A Rebel- 
lion ertfues : Amafa is commanded 
^ D A viD to quell ity but murdered 
by Joab : Sheba the Leader of tie 
Rebellion takes Refuge in Abel Ma- 
acab, where he is befieged by Joab. 
A wife Matron intercedes for the 
City. 

1 

TH E joy of David's reftoradon was^ 
not however without its alloy: it 
i'eems, the people of Judab had taken their 
refolution of reftoring the king, without 
taking advice, or concerting any meafures» 
with the other tribes, upon that head ; and 
accordingly having fixed upon Gilgal, on 

this 
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this fide Jordatiry for the place of thdr 
meeting, they afiemUed thonfelves there^ 
oa the day appointed ; pafied the river, and 
waited in' a body upon the king ; and con* 
du^d him back over the river, as &r aa 
Gilgal^ in conjandlion with half the people 
of Ifraeh, probably made up of thofe I/^ 
raelites who firfi: joined him at Mabanaim^ 
and thofe who were afterwards deputed by 
the tribes to invite him home. 

A T Gilgal they were met by the other 
lialf of the IfraeliteSy who alfo intended to 
have crofled the river, and paid their duty 
to the king ; but finding that the tribe of 
yudab were beforehand with them, they 
refented the flight put upon them; and be- 
ing joined and fuppbrted in dieir refent- 
ments, by the reft of; their brethren, who had 
re*condudted the king, in conjundion with 
Judaby they all, with one voice, warmly 
expoftulated with the king upon it; de-* 
manded why their brethren, the men of 
yudaby had ftolen him away, and brought 
the king and his houfliold over Jordan^ with- 
out advice firft had with them ? To which 
the men of Judab anfwered. That as the 
king was of their tribe, their brethren of 

Ifrael 



1 



i86 An Hiftwical Ac(»unt of 

Ifraet had ho reafon to refent their warmer 
.Mad in his favour ;. that, for the reft, they 
had.a^fibd from no.ielfiih or mercenary 
-tiews, that diey had recdved no gratuity 
from kkn, nor fb much as eatfcn oif his meat. 
The \^elites replied, that they had tm 
l^trtd iii the king, and coaG^ently moit 
tight to be confaked, opon-a point of lb 
ttiuch iiWifequen^e. 

This was a riateral contift, between 
greater power, • and nearer relation ; both 
clalim a preference, which both cannot haW; 
and which thoie of nearer i-elation fhotilH 
have yieMed,botfi in poilit of prudence, and 
affedion fortheit friend, which the men of 
• yudab' did not. In all difpntes it is natuifd 
for the party irqured', to be more angry 5 aiid 
therefore they who are in the wrong dftih 
' ^ffunie that cfeariafter, by fbpplying from 
paffidh, whate verbis wanting to them, in 
point of reafon and argument, as the tril* 
of yudah did now; for the teJct informs us, 
that the words' of the men of'Judah were 
fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael 
This naturally inflsimed the contention, arid 
it foon grew fo-hot, that 5'i&^^tf the fon c^f 
Bichriy z Benjamke^ took the advantage cSf 

it' 

+ 



if; «)i kjbdle 3^ i^Aw Ib4p9 Htfe 

hfeW thft ti^ri^t, and iCariedrouV Wabuvk, 

ymtlmt^ye^^km. \ ! 

^i^/A «»toP - <Q v.wcet hinj;. wkh^ aH tlw, ca», 
figi»of ft)d<«fr 4^ftriefit -Mth .ia, hiaVgftib 

frpfft W& i^M. .; Ftfr frflato ^ting. the , part 

cern for him was manifefted by aU v thfe 
^ci^ks of a' iincer^^ undiflexiihled idSi£6on ; 
«|^^ged not pisXy from jpy^ .bftt eivaatfrpm 
indulgence in . .thA commb A CQAVenicnqea of' 
ililb; hie be^rd w^ tintrimmiedy hisidoaths 
uawafhed, and , his pooi:. infirm feet, un-* 
di^iicsd, that whole time. ^ Bmnd called to 
hiaii and asked him, Why he hald not: at- 
tended him ^t \m ^ixs^ivfftiihotayerujbkmt 
To which that dpf%bt^: openrhcarted fon of 
yonatban airiwredj My lard, : O Mng^ my 
. . . fervant 
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firvanf deceived me ; for thy fervant fdidi 
I nmll f addle 'me an afs^ that 1 may ride 
thereon^ and go to the king^ bedaufe tbyfeir^ 
vant is lamC'-^ Here his grief (or ratl^, a 
righteous indignarion to find himfelf tnu* 
duced and fufpeded) choaked his words^ and 
btoice the chain of his difoourfe. And it 
was with difficulty he feems to have added, 
»-— and be bath Jlandered thy firvant unto 
my lord the king. But my lord the king is at 
an angel of Godi do therefore what is good 
in thine eyes. For all my fatber^s houfe were 
hit dead men before my lord the king 3 yet 
didft thou fet tby fervant among them that 
did eat at thine own table : What right there^ 
fore have I yet to cry any more unto the 
kingi 

Aid the kingfaid unto bim^ Why Jpeake/l 
thou any more of thy matters f I have faid^ 
thou and Ziha divide the land. 

The reader will eafily perceive, froit 
this anfwer of David, that he faw MepU^ 
boJbetb\ innocence, (and found himfelf' u{h 
braided by it) and the error of his own 
former credulity $ and therefore could not 
bear to hear of it : but he had now no time 
to difcufs the matter more fully, and there- 
for* 
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forte all that he could do^ for the prefent, 
was, to reftore him to his eflate, and leave 
both him, and his accufer^ in their former 
condition^ 'till he could inquire further. 
However Ziha might have been faulty to* 
wards Mepbibojhetb^ he had been fignally 
£aLhhful and ufeful to Davidi and to con-^ 
^cxnn him unheard, as he had Mepbibojbetb, 
were to run the rifque of a fecon^ ra(h de» 
fdfion ; a dedfion that might be now as un^^ 
feafonable as raib, whilft another rpbellioa 
fubfifted in his dominions. 

The antient way of tenancy (nor is it 
yet quitp difufed) was that of occupying the 
land, and giving the proprietor a certain 
annual portion of the fruits of it. When the 
tenant paid one half of the annual produce, 
he was called Colmus parti arius ; and f ucb, 
in the judgment of die b^ft critics *{*, was 
Z^iba to Mepbihojbetb^ as he had been beforp 
to Saul. So that Ziba^ having half the fruits 
for his labour^ had^ in efFe<3:, half the land. 
Upon^/^tf's mifinformationy the whole was 
given to him ; fo that he was then both pro- 
prietor and ufufruAuary. David now re-^ 

* Sii Trapp, Grotiui, Selden. 

yokes 
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yokes that gmnt, and reftords his firft de- 
cree by theib words^ / havk faidy tbo» snd 
Ziia divide the Jand% ; lb Which Mepbi^ 
bojhetb anfwered) in all thb ^lierofily and 
MtVity of his father's fricadlhip; Tea, kt 
him take all^ inajikuib as iny ford the king is 
come again inflate Unfa bis aufh houfe. Me 
}¥id no folicitude Ibrthe recoivery of his eftate, > 
of whkh calumny had robbed him : his con^ 
cern was, td recover his credit with the king. 
Tliat ofHie e(labUflied, he wa!s contented and 
happy. The generous Mepbibojhetb faid to 
hiinifetf, what Seneca Md: (and what k was 
much eafier for a cold unintereiled Stoic tO' 
fay) tO'a friend in aiHidion; That he had 
lio right to compkin, as long as his prince 
was in fafety. This upright and generous 
conixi& of MefibiiofietA coul4 not, Ithink, 
fail to leflore him intirely to David's former 
friendfhip and afi»:£tion ; and, if poiiiUe^ 

• Thefe words plainly refer to ^ former decree, now 
re-eftablifbed. That could not be the decree in favour of 
ZUay for there the- wfiole was given to him ; they mufl 
therdFore- refer to the firft decree, whereby Sa^iPs eftate 
'wras dfvided between MepHiboJheth as proprietor,' and 
Zfia:zs ufttfru&uacy. t. And tbeneforer tie ktUw talk 
idly, who imagine that David's kingdom was divided 
under his grandfon, on account of the unjuft divifion of 
SauPs cftate, between Ziba and Mejfhihojbeib; " 

V / to 
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to more credit, and greater confideQce.' And 
I have not the leaft doubt, but he continued 
in it to the day of Dan)i4's death. And, 
I think, I am warranted to iay fo, from the 
text, 2 Sam. ix, 13. for had this commeroe : 
ceafed for 9 feties of years, I have feaaie 
dpubt whether the facred yflorian could be 
juflified, in a0uring us, as be there dpes^, 
without any fubfequent hint to tb? contrary, 
that be did eat ^mtimally at tke U^'s 
table. 

T H A T he was perfeftly reftored to David's 
friendfliip, is not, I flatter myfelf, irra&onsjl 
to conclude, froni the thirty-fe venth P/j/w ; 
which, I am perfuadcd, was written for 
M^phibojheth'% confolation under Ziba^ ca-*- . 
l\imny. 

That moft, if not all thf^ Pfa/ms^ were 
written upon particular occafions, , is npt, I . 
thinjc, to be doubted; ajithough th^j^epepts^ 
praifes, exhortations, and monitions con- 
tained in them, are, at th^ fame time, cal- 
culated for general and perpetual uic. 

That this^^/wwas particularly written 
for, the confolation of fome righteous man, 
opprcfJed by calumny ; againft whoai fome 
wicked wretch had laidicheoKs todeftroy 

him, . 
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him» is clear from the whole tenoar of it ^. 
And who, and what^ is there in the whole 
hiftory of David^ to whom, and to which, 
it can refer, but to Mepbibojhetb^ calanmi- 
ated, and villainoufly wronged, by Ziba I 

But here it may be afked, Why David, 
if he believed Mepbibojbetb innocent, did 
not bring the matter to a £ur trial ? I anfwer^ 
That a man of Ziba'^ fubtilty, vdio had laid 
fo heavy an accufation a^unft Mepbibojbetb^ 
had undoubtedly laid his trains and fchemes 
to make it good : and therefore Davidj in 
all probability, was afraid to bring the mat-> 
ter to a public trial, left his friend's innocence 
fhould be opprei&d by falfe accufations ; 
and in the event, whether he were acquit* 
ted or condenmed, the bare bringbg him to 
trial, could not fail to be matter of fufficient 
calumny againft David i and therefore no* 
thing could better become Davidj in this 
iituation, than to^aive the trial, ^nd exhort 
Mepbibojbetb to refer the matter wholly to 
the arbitration of unerring wifdom and 
juftice : which would not fail finally to 

♦ Diligbt thou in the Lord, and he Jhall give thee thjt 
hearths defire — He Jhall make thy righteoufnefs as c^ear 
as. the light y and thyjuft dealing as the won-dif. 

vindicate. 
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vindicate inncx:ence, and avenge falfhood^ 
and villainy. And this is, evidently, the 
main fcope and purpofe of this Pfalm. And 
that every part of it may very naturally re^ 
late to Mepbibojhethy will appear from tv^ro 
.or three eafy and natural fuppofitions (to 
which lio thinking man can refufe a ready 
and a rational aflent) ; which, I hope, will 
clear this matter to the reader's fatisfaiftion. 

L E T us then fuppofe, that fo wicked a 
man as Ziba^ Who had the intire manage, 
ment of his mafter^s affairs, made no fcraple 
to enrich himfelf by his fpoils : and let us 
fuppofe, that upon this difcovery • of his 
villainy, Mepbibojheib^ who before confided 
in him, (as an old faithful fervant to the 
family) and left every thing to his manage- 
ment, looked now more narrowly into his 
own a^airs, and found himfelf hot only ca- 
lumniated by his ftfeward, but fpoiled like- 
wife, and impoverifhed 3 his fteward rich, 
and flourifliing in a numerous family ^ him- 
felf poor, and but with one fon. 

Now nothing is more natural, than to 
fuppofe the generous and upright heart of 
Mephibofheth^ diftreffed, funk, and uneafy 
to the lafl degree, in this fituation; and 

Vol. III. • O taking 
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taking ra(h and repining refolutions,. to 
banifli himfelf from a country where he had 
found fuch treatment; and fo put himfelf 
out of the power of calumny for the future^ 
And what could be mofe natural, and more 
confoling, under thefe circumflances, than for 
David to beg of him to forego thofe raf& 
fefolutions ; to admonifh him, that if he 
bore his prefent low eftate with patience, and 
refignation to the divine will, he fhould foon 
fee it bettered ; to mind liim, that the pro- 
fpCrityof the wicked was fhort andtranfient; 
that he himfelf had oSferved them flourif]^- 
ing like a green bay-tree, with a thoufand 
rich fuckers rifing from ife roots > yet their 
duration was fliort, and their end ddftrtidioni 
that on the contrary, the righteous are the 
immediate care of Divine Providence, which 
would not feil to fupport and deliver them 
from their enemies ; to aflure him, at the 
fame time, of his own intire fatisfe<flion in 
his innocence, and fteady continuance of his 
friendftiip to him, in every exigency ? And 
in what WcMrds could all this be conveyed 
more ftrongly, than in th^e feveral following 
paflages of this Pfalm ? Fret not tbyfelf 
becmfiof the ungodly 5 for tbeyjhall foon be 

cut 
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iui down like the grafs. JDelighf thou in the 
Ijordy and hejhdll give tbee thy li^arfi dejire. 
Hejhdll make ik^ ri^htibufneji as clear as thie 
iigbij dnd tl^ jiijl dealing as the noon-daj. A 
Jffidll tliing that the righteous hdth^ is better 
than gt- eat riches of the uiigodlj. Hope thoti in 
the Ldrd; HHd keep his way; drid he jhall pro-^ 
inbik thee^ tk^i thoii jhdU poffefs the land: 
ivheri the hngbdlyjhall perijh, ihoU Jhdtt fee 

it. The ni eekfpirited fhall pojfefs the earthy 
nHH fhhll he refrejbed in the niultiitide of 
peace. Ptit thou ih) ir-ujl in the Lordy and 
he doing gobd-^-^ Dwell in the landy and 

H)erfly thdiijhdlt be fed Leave off wrath ^ 

and let go difpledfurt : fret not thyjelf elfe 
Jhbli thou lie iiioved to do evil" — The Lord . 
, knoweth the days of the gpdlj^ and their in^ 
befitahce fhall endure for ever P — - They 
Jball nbt be corifouHded in thi per thus fime^ 
and in the days of dearth 'f they fhdll have 
enough. 

Si/pf arsfi thefe Davids confolatibns to 
Mephihofheth^ undct the circumiftinccs noW 

* Accordingly we find the (jefcendahts of Mephlbo" 
Jheth remarkably numerous, i Chron* viii. 

f Thts~ pafiage feems to fix the aera of this Pfalmy 
ifaat ft was written in the days of the public famine. 

O 2 laid 
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laid down, and fuppofe the kft-cited verfe 
his own declaration ii\ favour of him 
(and imagination can apply them to none 
otbery that we know of) ; what can they 
meanlefs, than, an exhortation to faith, truft, 
and confidence in God, ftrengthened with 
the king's own declaration, that he was deter- 
mined to fupport Mepbibojhetb in every 
danger j and to (hare with him, to his laft 
morfel of bread. 

The facred hiftorian next informs us. 
That when David csxat to his hoiife at Je* 
rufalem^ be took the ten womefi^ whom be 
bad left to keep tbe boufe^ and put tbem m 
ward^ and fed tbem, but went not in unto 
tbem c fo ibey were Jbut up, to tbe day of 
tbeir deatby living in widowbood. 

This done, his firft care was to look after 
Sbeba^ and crufh this rebellion in its infancy : 
to which purpofe, finding this a fit occafion 
to rid himfelf of *yoab'% infupportable info- 
lence, he commanded Atnaja (whofe credit 
with the foldiery could only counterbalance 
that of Joah) to afTcmble an army with all 
poffible difpatch, and purfue him. 

.That David now depofed Joab from 
the fupreme command of the army, and 

put 
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put Amafa^ according to prbmife, in his 
place^ appears evidently, from this com^ 
mand, which hfe gave Amafa upon his re- 
turn to Jerufalem^ to aflemble the whole 
tribe of Judah there, within the fpace of 
three days, in order to crufli the rebellion. 
jimafa went immediately about it ; but made 
not fuch difpatch as David dired:ed, but 
outilayed the time appointed. This gave 
the king great difquiet, and filled him with 
apprehenfions, that this delay might fuffer 
Sbeb^'s rebellion to grow up into fomething 
worfc than Abfalom's. To prevent which, 
he ordered Jbijhai to take his own lifc^ 
guard, and fuch other forces as were at 
hand, and inftantly purfue that rebel. Aci- 
cordingly, jibijhai immediately afiembled 
the Cberetbites and PeletbiteSj and another 
body of forces, called Joai's ip^n, and all 
the mighty men of war, (whom I take to 
be David's worthies of their fcveral orders) 
and went in purfuit of Sbeia : and by the 
time he had reached the great ftone at Gihew^ 
about two leagues northward from Jerti^ 
falem^ Amafa met them with fuch forces as 
he had gathered, and put himfelf at the 
jiead of the army. "Joab^ feeing him there, 

Q 5 wa^ 
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was filled with rage and indigpatioa s yp% 
diflembled it fo weU^ that he went i|p, ^ 
others did, to pay his refged:s io hfip ; and^ 
as he walked up to him,; his fwqrd (wbetbei? 
by chance, or defign) hung from his belt iij 
fuch a manner, that it dropped out of the 
flieath : Joab took it up, and appfoacbiug 
'Amafa (who perceived not what was in hfc 
hand) in all the civility of a friendly i[alu- 
tation, took him by the beard, a^d at the 
fame time flabbed him under the fifth ribf 
with fuch a fufious thtuft, that his bowels 
gujfhed out, and he fell to the ground. Th^ 
done, Joai^ without taking the leaft notice 
of what had pafiled, put himfelf immediately 
in Atnafa'% placeV and, with his brothej*^/- 
jhai^ purfugd aftet &beba ; whilft one of bis 
foldiers ftood by Amafd^ corps, and called out 
to the forces, as t^iey camp up, T>hat all 
thofe that favoured yoah^ and wqrc for JMr_ 
vid^ (hould follow yoab. 

The men, as Ihey capjc up, iceiog 

Amafa wallowing in his blood, were ftruck 

with, horror at the fight, apd ftood ftill, 

gazing at it 5 which 4ie who was direi^^ed to^ 

-.attend it, obferying, reijioved the corpfc, 

from the high road, into an adjacent field ; 

and 
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«nd cafling a cUtb over it^ hid the fad 
ipcctajcle from the eyes of the fold^ers. 
Which done, the people, without aqy fur- 
ther delay, followed Joab in purfuit ofSbeba ; 
who had pa(i]bd through all the tribes with 
aU the difpa^ch he could, exciting them to 
f e)3ellion w}iere-ever he went; but at length, 
iin4ing himfelf hotly purfued, he took /helter 
In ^eUtnaacbaby a city between Libanus and 
^ntilibanus^ north of Damafcus. There all 
the Berites (probably the inhabitants of Bee^^ 
rotb^ who were Beiyamites) joined and fupr 
ported biip. Joab immediately laid iiege to 
the city ; and from the accounts we have of 
his digging a trench around it, and battering 
the walls, critics have, \ think, fairly con*- 
eluded, that the fcience of beiieging cities 
with lines of circumvallation and contravdl- 
latioq (as they call them) and battering- 
engines, was much older than any account 
left us of this pradice, in the hiftory of the 
heathen wcwrld ; although Herodotus^ lib. i. 
gives Harpagus^ Cyrus's general, the credit 
of having invented the lines now mentioned, 
and taken the city of Pbocaky in lonia^ 
(the firft city fo taken) by that invention ; 
whereas the facred writer fpcaks of on^ of 

O 4 thofe 
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thofe lines, on occafion of the fiege oiAbel^ 
as of a thing familiar, and well known tb 
his readers. 

As Joab prefled the fiege with all eamcft- 
nefs and difpatch, a wife w.oman, from 
within, called out, over the walls, and dc- 
fired to fpcak with him, in all the moilcfty 
and decency of language then in ule. And 
prefacing what (he had to fay, with a fliort 
account of the reputation of wifdom, in 
which that city antlently flood, (he covertly 
(as the text is generally underftood) expoftu- 
lated with him, upon the iniquity of going 
about to deftroy an antient and venerable city 
of his nation, without firft propofing terms 
of fubmiflion to it \ and offering peace upon 
acceptance of thofe terms, as the law of God 
cxprefly diredled to be done, even to an 
hoftile and heathen city {Deut. xx.). She 
urges, that her city yNz^^faithfulzxA peaceable 

in Tfrael : Upon what pretence then could 
• •' * " ' ■ 

he engage in deftroying a city of that cha- 
racter ? Was not this to deftroy a mother 
city in Ifrael^ and to f\yallow up the in- 
heritance of the Lord? Her fpeech feems 
marked with all the characters of wifdom ; 
clofe, and clear, and cedent ; . Angularly em- 
' ' V* '' ^ phatical,. 
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jAatical, and ^moving ; and fuch as well 
fupported the reputation of her city. 

It is fcarcely to be fuppofed, that fhc 
undertook this parley otherwife than in con- 
cert with the rulers of the city. x\nd if fa, 
nothing furely could be managed with more 
addrefs, than their chufing out a wife and 
venerable matron to plead their caufe. In 
the firft place, her fex and charadter intided 
' her to attention and refpeft, which, poflibly, 
could not fo well be fecurcd to any rebel of 
the other fex, with a man of ^^^^ ^*s roi^h 
and haughty fpirit. In the next place, they 
knew, that antient and honourable cities were 
wont to be confidered under the characters of 
matrons, revered for* virtue, and a numerous 
well educated offspring (and this way of 
fpeaking is familiar to all languages) : Who 
then could be fo proper a reprefentative of a 
citjr in diftrefs, is a complaining matron f^ 
This our venerable female advocate well un- 
derftobd ; and therefore addrefles all flie had 
to fay, in the perfon and ftyle of her city: 
J, peaceable and faithful in Ifrael — ^ T!beu 

m 

4 

♦ Both cities and countries, in diftrefs, arefrequQOtly 
reprefentcd under the charaflerdf complaining matrons j 
both in the writings and medals of the antiehtsi. 

Jiekeft 
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feefieft to defiroya city^ and a mother in Ifrael 

Why ntiUt thpufwalloip up the inberitancp 

pf the Lord f Upon yr^iich Joah^ ftrpck 
with the horror of fuch iipputed cruelty, 

/eagerly cries out Far h ity far he i( 

frmnmty thatljhmldfwallomupy or dejlr<^ 
;_^ — He then added, that all he propofed 
.was,. 10 chaftife a rpt>el, Sheba the ion pf 
JBichri^ who hjid taken fandtuary in that 
,city ; and th^t, if he were clelivered ijp, the 
iicge {hould iofimediatply pcafe, and the city 
ibe left unfnolefted. Uppn t^c receipt of 
this anfwer, the matron wen?, in her wi/- 
Aom, (fays the text) sod |ai4 the matter fp 
^ffcaually befo/e her people, tljat^ to clpjjr 
thcnafelvps frpi?i the imputation of rebtelUoq, 
they did jnore even than ^oah defired : they 
.iromcdiately ordered Sbeha's head to be cot 
.off, and thrown over the w^lj, to Jqa&i who, 
ii|K>ii feeing it, comi;nan4ed a retreat tq bp 
.founded that ^nftant, quitted the city, dif- 
inUljd his people to their feveral hpmes^^ zx4 
returned to Jerufalem, tp the king 5 an4 
xctu^ncd \«ifh the vyeight of (q much merit 
and, popularity, as efFeftually covered his 
murder of Amafa^ from all attempts of in- 
quiry or chaftifement. th( crime (as. PIotms 



pxpreffes^ 'n) n^as w{fbitt t^f glory : and not 
m\y ^9. !^«f reiRftatcd him, likewffe, in fhc 
^prpfn? cppm^,d over fhe ^nxy. 

THys^l4 ^r ^PW goPjd fp the pivjncWif- 
4pm, tq pprmif 3f<?«2f s ui^roly ambition, an4 
impeJttPHS cfuelty, at pnp time, fcparate 
ffptn ail fepfe pf duty, and, at aiiother^ 
jpiflpd 19 if, to pfiniOi fhe gj|ilt of four no- 
tpdpi}^ rebels *, in ffjcceffipn, with dread- 
fjil deaths I two of them, ifidecd, treacherous 
land faddep ; bpt all, in ^he retributions of 
yrovic^CRpf , judipial, and juft. 

Iff 9.E endpd ^fohm'^ (:e|)ellion, an4 
$heM\ >yhich yofe froRi the ruins of it : 
but the conteft bet^yeen the tribes, which 

pccafioned it, was PQt, we way well ims^ne, 
yet intjrely laid : and therefore Davi^l, as I 
apprehend, wrote and publiihed the hundred 
and thirty-third Pfahn^ about this time, to 
compofe it. It is one of the ihorteft of all his 
yrQrts,andco|ififtshiJtoffoqrYcri(psf: yet, 

fhor|: 

* Abner, Abfabm, Aqiaia, ^m^Sheba* 

+ Behold how good and j^ful a thing it kfor bntbren 

tp dwell together in unity. . 

2. It is Hie the prjecijnis ointn^efft upjfn tk^ head, that 

^an down unto the heardy even unto Aaron* s beardy and 

vJent diwn to tbefktrtX of kis^ cloathing» 

3- ^'k 
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ihort as it is, it contains an exhortation to 
' unity, beginning in the prince, and dlffufed 
through the people, illuftrated by two images, 
the moft apt and beautiful that ever were 
imagined. Kingdoms are confidered as bodies 
politic, of which the king is the head, and 
the people, in their feveral ranks and orders, 
the parts and members. A fpirit of union 
beginning upon the prince, whofe perfon is 
facred, is like oil poured upon the head of 
Aaron ^ which naturally defcends, and fpreads 
itfelf over all the parts of the body, and 
difFufcs beauty and fragrance over the whole, 
reaching even to the Ikirts of the garment 
Oil is, without queftion, the fineit emblem 
of union that ever was conceived ! It is a 
fubftance confifting ofveryfmall parts, whici) 
yet, by their mutual adhefion, conftitute 
one uniform, well united, and ufcful body. 
The facred oil carries the idea, and the ad- 
vantage, of union yet further 5 which being 
extrafted from various fpices, yet made tip 
one well cohering and more valuable com- 
pound. The next image carries the exhorta- 

3. Liie as the dew pf Hermon, which fell upon the 
hilt of Sion, 

4. For there the Lord promifid his blejfingy and life 
for evirmore. 

tion 
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tion to union^ and the advantages of it, yet 
higher. 

H £ R MON was the general name of. one 
mountain, comprehending many lefTer and 
lower hills, under the furround of a greater. 
Union, in any nation, is the gift of God; 
and therefore unity among brethren, be^ 
ginning from the king, is like the dew 
of heaven, which, falling firft upon the 
higher fummit of Hermotiy (refrefhing and 
enriching, where-ever it falls) naturally de- 
icends to Sion^ a lower ; and dience, even 
to the humble valleys. 

Sick was the centre of union to all the 
tribes; there God himfelf had promifed 
his people reft, and peace from their ene- 
mies ; which, however, were of little value 
without unipn and harmony among them-- 
felves« 
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CHAP. XV. 

tudea is k)ifiied mW 'd Fathim. fhi 
C<:*&f/^ 0/ the Divine tvrdth. Thi 
M,eans and Method appointed td 
appeafe it. Mr, ChubbV Charge 
againfi Davi'd^ iipdn this Head^ 
tdrijtdered and refuted; 



I ' 



AB O^OT this titAe there arofe ^fiiA^4 
in "Judea^ which' oohtiftued thr&? 
years. Jt is very polfible, t^Ht, for flie fitft 
year^ JDUvtd might nave dfdrfibM this cala'-* 
mity to Abfalom's reliellioh • which; b^ 
diverting the people from Hiiit w6htdi' in-* 
duftry, and cutting of? many of their Ik^ 
bouring hands, left the country, for fonief 
time, uncultivated: the natural confcquenctf 
of which was, a fcarcity of corn. But as^ 
this rebellion was of fhort continuance, and 
the famine long outlafted all the natural 
cfFcfts of it, David could not long hefitate^ 
to afcribe it to fome other caufe* But how-* 
eVef^ aS he had, in the true fpirit of a pro-i 
vident ruler, erected granarie? and ftore* 

houfeS;^ 
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houfcs, for provifions of all kinds, .in alt 
parts of bis dominions * y and by tbat nieahs 
made ample provifion for the fuftcnance of 
bis people, in any exigence tbat fbould afife; 
be was the better enabled to bear this mif- 
fortune with eqoanimity; and intire refigna- 
tion to the All-ruling Will. And accord- 
ingly, whatever remedies or itVith h6 might 
have fought for from natural caufes, and 
private and public prayers to Almighty G o d, 
fie made no application for the eitraofdi- 
riary aid and ihtei'pofifion of Pr6vid6nce, 
till the third year : but in the third year, 
being well convinced, tbat the vifitatidn 
was judicial, he applied himfelf to the 
facred oracle of God, to learn the caufe 
of this extraordinary and continued cala- 
mity ; and was anfwered, That it was for 
Sauly and bis bloody houfe^ be caufe he fleiM^ 
the Gibeonites. 

The hiftory of the Gibeonites is well 
known : they were a remnant of the 
Amorites^ (that abandoned race, whom Gob, 
for their iilfufferable abominations, had de- 

* This appears cleariy from r Chron, xxvii. 25. And 

votr thejiore-houfis in the fields^ in the cities y and in the 
^ villa^es^ arid in the cajiles^ was Jehmathan^ ice. 

voted 
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voted. to cIc(lru<flion) who, though they ob* 
tained a league for their lives and properties 
from the children of Ifrael by fraud ; yct^ 
forafmuch as Jojhua and the elders had con- 
firmed it by oath, they thought themfelves 
bound to keep it; only tying them down "to 
the fervitude of fupplying the tabernadc 
with wood and water for the public facri- 
fices, and fervice of thofe who attend upon 
them. 

This unhappy people, notwithflanding it 
is agreed, on all hands, (from the traditioii 
of the Jews) that they had renounced their 
idolatry, and performed the other conditions 
of their covenant, Saul fought all occafions 
to deftroy : and did fo, to fuch a degree oi 
.guilt, as drew down the divine judgment 
upon the land. 

When David had learned the true caufe 
of the public calamity, under which the 
land laboured, and had been direded (as 
Jofephus informs us) to refer himfelf to 
the Gibeonites^ for the meafures that fhould 
be taken to expiate the guilt ; he im- 
mediately fent for that afflidied people, and 
afked them — Wlat jhall I do for you ? 
^d wherewith Jhall I make the aionement^ 

that 
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fhat ye may blefs the inheritance of the 
Ijord ? 

To this they anfwered> that they dcfired 
no reparation of private damages, or revenge 
of injuries; all they required was, that a 
public facrifice (hould be made to juflice^ 
itod the divine vengeance inflided upon the 
land. David then, purfuant to the in- 
fir ulStions which he had received from God^ 
defired to be informed by them^ what they 
ivould have done upon that occafion. To 
which ihey replied, ^e man that oonfumed 
uSj and that devifed againft us^ that we 
/hould be deftroyed from remaining in any of 
the coafis of Ifrael^ letfeven men of bisfons 
be delivered unto us, and we will bang them 
Up unto the Lordy in Gibeah of Saul^ whom 
the Lord did cboofe. And the king faid^ I 
will give themi But the kingfpared Mephi^ 
bofhethy the f on ofyonathan^ the f on of Saul 
becaufe of the Lor is oath that was between 
themy between JDavid and Jonathan the fon 
of Saul. But the king took the twofons of 
Rizpahy the daughter of Aiah^ whom Jhe 
bare unto Saul^ Armoni and Mephibofhethy 
and the five fons of Michal the daughter of 

Vol. III. P Saul, 
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Saul J Hobprn Jhe' brought up * for Adriel^ the 
Jon of Barzillai the Meholathite. And be 
delivered them into the hands of the Gibeon^ 
ites^ and they banged them in the hill before 
the Lord : and they fell all feven together^ 
and were put to death in the days of harvefi. 
There is no qucftion but they chofe to have 
this execution in Gibeab of Saul^ for the 
rcafons affigned by Dr. Patrick ^ to make 
the punifhment the more remarkable and 
fharacfel; this being the city wherein he 
lived, both before and alter he was king. 
But why thefe feven were mark'd out, as 
vidims to the divme vengeance, is not fo e^fy 
to fay. 

The text immediately adds, that this was 
the beginning of the barley barvefty viz. about 
March ^ fo that the facrifice was made in 
the beginnmg of the third year. And the 
facred hiftorian informs us, that they con- 
tinued hanging in that condition^ (a public 

♦ In the original it is bore: Thus Agamemnon and 
Menelaus^ though the children of PltftheneSj are (as 
. Eujlathiui obferves) called the fons of JtreuSy who edu- 
cated them ; and Ruth*s child is called a fon born to 
Naomsy who nurfed it {Ruth iv. ) : as if education and 
nurture gave a ri^t of parentage in die eftimation of 
the antients* 

roonu- 
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monument of terror to guilt in the higheft 
rank of men) until water dropped upon them 
from heaven : that is, until God gave mani- 
fcft tokens of his reconcilement, by fend- 
ing gracious (howers to refrefti the land: 
which, in the opinion of the Hebrew doftors, 
Was not until the enfuing OBober : an opi- 
nion well warranted by the text; which 
gives us to underftand, that the bodies hung 
there till the fle(h fell froth the bones +. 

Commentators have juftly obferved 
from hence, that the hanging of ihefe car- 
cafes, for fo long a time, in the open air, 
could not be in confequence of any com- 
mand from David ; beoiufe it was an open 
violation of the law of God, Deut. xxi. 
22 y 23. which commanded, that the car- 
cafes of all thdfc who vtrere hanged, (hould 
not remain even one night upon the tree ; 
but (hould by all means be buried on the 
very day of execution. And the reafon of 
the law ; viz. Left the land be defiled^ held 
ftrong in the prefent cafe ; iilafmuch as the 
flench of fo many carcafes, for fo long a 
time, in a malignant drought, and in the 

t 2 Sam. xxi. 13. And they gathered the bones of them 
that were hanged, 

P 2 very 
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very hotteft ieafon of die year/ might have 
added a peftilence to the famine : a danger, 
which it is impoflible to imagine Demi 
would deliberately devife^ both againft his 
people and himfelf ; and confequently d&- 
mcHiftrates itfelf impofed upon him by a 
fuperior power : confuting all. the little ca- 
vils of mean men, againft the condud of 
David^ upon this occafion ; cavils, which are 
further confuted by the account left us of 
Rizpab's fingular affedtion for thefe unhappy 
vi^ims. She fpread a tent upon the rock 
on which they were executed^ and kept a 
continual watch over their remains^ n^ht 
and day j and Suffered neither the birds of 
the air to rejl pn them iy day^ nor the beafii 
of the field by night. Which when Dami 
heard, did he refent this conduif^ which 
might have been a natural means of pro- 
pagating a peftilence \ Quite otherwife, il 
fufHciently appears from his fut)fequent be* 
'haviour, that he rather emulated it % for he 
immediately went to Jabejh Gilead^ and 
caufcd the bones of Saul and Jonathan to 
be removed from thence, and depofited, to- 
gether with the bones of Sauls feven fons, 
now executed, in the fepulchre of Kifi-^ 

himr 
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himfelf attending them in perfon to the 
grave: as if RJzpak^ kindnefs to the re- 
mains of thcfe unhappy vi<ftims, reproached 
his own long neglect of doing due honour 
to thofe of fo excellent a man^ and fo 
Taiuable a friend, as Jonathan. 

The facred hiftorian adds And they 

performed all that the king commanded^ and 
after that God was intreated for the land. 
This plainly implies^ that God gave no 
figns of being appeafed, until after the per<* 
fbrmance of theie funeral rites: which 
grounds a rational beliefs that thefe Qffi(:es 
of humanity^ tg the remains of thp dead» 
are highly acceptable in the fight of Gqq. 
And perhaps this very inftancs gave rife to 
the religion of this duty in the heathen 
world. 

Another inference is alfo obvious from 
this account of God's being intreated for 
the land, after the discharge of thofe offices 
to the dead ^ viz. that public devotions had 
been af^inted before. diis^ to appeafe the 
wrajhofGpD, but proved inefFeifhial. The 
fame thing is alfb evident from Pfalm Ixv^ 
agreed on all hands to have been compofed 
upon the ceafing of this calamity, ver. i. 
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Praife moaitethfor thit^ O God^ in Sim, and 
unto tbeejball the vow be performed. 

A COMPLETE comment upon this furred 
hymn, is not the work either of my pro- 
vince or genius ; and therefore I {hall only 
obferve, that the five laft verfes of it arc 
the moft rapturous, truly poetic, and na- 
tural image of joy, that ima^nation can 
form, or comprehend. 

The reader of taftc will fee this, in the 
fimpleft tranflation, ver. 9, &c. Ihm bafi 
vijited the earthy thou madeft it to covet ^ and 
baft enriched it. Tie river of God is /iiU 
of water. Thou fbalt provide them corn ^ be^ 
caufe thou haft prepared for it. Saturate * 
the furrows thereof make them fink, with 
fhowers : melt it — blefs its fpringing buds — 
^hou haji crowned the year with thy good-- 
nefSy and thy orbs fhall drop down fatnefs \ 
the pafiures of the wildemefs fhall drop: the 
bills fhall exult ^ and be girded with glad- 
nefs"-^^ The fields have cloatbed themfelves 
with cattle I the valleys have covered 
themfelves with corn. Viey fhall fbout^ yea^ 
they fhall fing. 

f In HtbriWt Meiit tbm dnmii 
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The reader will eafily obfervc, that when 
the divine poet had feen the fhowers falling 
from heaven, and the Jordan overflov^ing 
his banks^ all the confequent bleflings virere 
that jtnon^nt prefent to his quick poetic 
fight, and he paints them accordingly. 

Bu T we muft quit this pleafing fcene^ 
and divert to fomething as throughly dif- 
tafleful and difagreeable, as this is delight- 
ful : for I am now called upon, in juftice to 
my fubjedt, to inform the reader, that Da-^ 
nnds charader, not only as a hero, but as a 
man of honour, and common honefty, is 
vk>lently aflaulted by one * Thomas Cbubb f-, 
who imputes the death of Sauh defcend- 
ants, procured by the Gibeonites^ not to any 
command of Go d, but to a plaufible pretext 
of David^Sy praending fuch command, . to 
get rid of Saufs pofterity, his rivals in enw 
pire; Wafting David, at once, with the 
complicated imputation of the bafeft of 
lyars, hypocrites, and murderers ! Murderer 

• Sec Cbubb* s pamphlet, on occafion o( the oppofi- 
tion to Dr. Rundle, &c. p. 27, &c. 

f Of whom I know no more, than that the bufi|ie6 
of his whole life feems to be, to invalidate, to the ut- 
moft of bis poWer, the credibility of the fiicred hifto- 
rians, 

P4 -of 
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of that family which he had twice % fb^ 
lemnly fwom not to deftroy ; and this, at 
the very time, when the hand of God was 
heavy upon him and his /people! Murderer 
of that family, whofe murderers he detefted 
and deilroyed ! 

The fum of Mr. Cbuit's reafoning upon 
the point ftands dius : 

It is inconiiflent vriii\ equity, and with 
God's own declarations, to punifh one man, 
and much moire a whole nation, for the 
faults of another; therefore the hiitory, 
which tells us, that God punifhed the 
children of I/rael with famine, for the 
crime of Saul^ in flaying the Giieonites, is 
incredible: confequently God's fuppofed 
anfwer, upon David*& inquiry concerning 
the caufe of the famine, was a forgery of 
David's. 

I N anfwer to this charge, I own it incon- 
fiftent with equity, and with the divine de- 
clarations, to puniih one man for the crimed 
of another, iq which he had no fhare — * 

J I Sam. XX. 15. -'*— xxiv. ai, 22. Swear new there- 
fore unt0 niiy hy thi LorJy that thou wilt not cut off my 
fiei aAir me \ and that thou wilt not dejiroy mjf name, 
$ut of myfatbir*5 bmfe. 

Jmd David fware unto Saul. 

But 
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But was this the cafe of the Ifraelites^ in 
the point before us? A candid and good 
man would, methinks, be apt to doubt, and 
to hope, (and it may be Mr. Cbubh did fo) 
that it was not. The reader will judge for 
himfelf. 

It is evident from the iipth chapter of 
the boqk pf Jojhua^ that when Jofhua and 
the princes made a leagup with die Gibeof^ 
ites^ the people were greatly offended with 
them*. Whatever the pretences of this 
refentment might be, (nor did they want 
fuch ^ were plaufible enough) the trae 
reafon fcems fufficiently apparent; they 
were, by this league, deprived of the lands 
and fpoils of the Gibeonites. Did thefe rea- 
fons ceafe in the days of Saul ? Or rather 
did they not ftill fubfift; and with more 
force, in proportion as the people oilfrael^ 
and their wants, increafed, in a narrow 
land ? But however this may be^ why did 
Saul flay them now ? The text plainly faith, 
that he did it, in his zeal for the children of 

* Whoever will take the trouble to read this chapter^ 
will plainly fee, that the people would have had this 
league broKen \ which Jojhua and the princes oppofed ; 
pleading the inviolable obligation o£ U^e fol^mn oath 
H^ith which it was ratified* 

Ifrael 
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Ifrael and Judab (2 Sam. xxi. 2.). But the 
queilion ilill returns^ How could the de- 
ftroyifig thefe poor people manifeft bis zeal 
for Ifrael and Judab? There is, to me, bat 
one imaginable way how this could be done. 
The Gibeonites had one city in the tribe of 
yudaby and three in Benjamin: and when 
they were deftroyed out of thefe cities, 
who cwld pretend any right to them, 
but Ifrael (that is, Benjamin) and jfudab i 
So that Saul deilroyed the Gibe$niteSj as the 
kindeft and mofl obliging thing he could do 
for his people. And are we to believe^ that 
they deemed that deftru&ion a kindnefs to 
them, if they were no way benefited by it ? 
Or are we to doubt whether they themfelves 
were the inftruments of this deftru^on ? . 
Was this kindnefs done them againft their 
will ? Or is there the leaft colour to believe, 
that they, in any degree, remonftrated againft, 
or oppofed, this proceeding of their prince? 
as they had a right, nay, were nearly in- 
terefted and obliged to do, as a nation 
bound to make good the public faith they 
had given, and fworn to preferve ; the vio* 
lation of which might juftly draw a curfc 

on them, and their land. And were the peo» 

.pie 
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pleinnocent, either in this agency^ or this 
otoiffion ? And if thqy fuffered a famine for 
the flaughtef of the QibeoniUt^ did they fuf- 
fer only for the fin oi^nkult Or rather, ^^r^ 
they not confenting, aiding and abetting, 
were they not fharers in his guilt ? And is it 
unequitable, that Uiey 0)ould alfo be fu^r- 
crs? Or did they fwffqr beyond th?ir de- 
merit ? ^he divim punijbment of perjury is 
deftruSlion^ fay the Twelve Tables *, I am in 
good hopes, that this^ candid author will, at 
leaft, reverence their decifion 5 and if he 
dotb» I have fome hopes, that we (ball no 
more fee the oracles of God and his holy 
prophet reproached, and their veracity ex- 
ploded> upon fuch ra(h and unfearching fin:- 
mifes. 

But however fome great philofophers 
may allow themfelves in this triumph of 
their reafon, and infult upon facred truths ; 
good Chriftians will (I truft in G o d) con- 
tinue neverthelefs in the humility of believ- 
ing the truth of the facred hiftory ; will 
continue to believe the truly pious and noble 
fpirit of David incapable of fo atheiftical, 
fo murderous, fo perjurous an hypocrify : 

* Perjutii poena dlvina ixitium. 

and 
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and I will yet hope, bad as the world is, that 
there are few fpirits in it fo unbridled and 
uncheck'd in their cenfures and fufpidons, 
as to believe this great man capable of fo 
black, fo deliberate, fo Macbiavilian a vil- 
lainy, 

Besides, if he were that helliih villain, 
which this calm and uncredulous philofo-^ 
pher takes him to be, why did he flop here? 
"why flay only feven of Sauh defcendants ? 
why did he not cut them all oflF from the 
face of the earth ? But above all, why did 
he cut off only collateral branches, and fpare 
all thofe in the dlreA line of fUccefnon to 
the throne ? Why fpared he the heir appa« 
rent to the crown, even when an accufation 
of high treafon was laid againfl h;m ? Why 
fpared he Mepbibojheth the fon of Jonathan^ 
and Micah his fon, and his four fons (whom 
in all probability b^ lived to fee) ? And why 
did he not prevent, perhaps, the mofl nu- 
merous defcent from any one perfon of the 
age he lived in? (See i Cbron. viii. 33. and 
following verfes^) 

But why fliould 5i2«rs defcendants fuf- 
fer for the fins of their fathers ? Is not this 
contrary ta God's own declaration, lE^ek. 

xviii. 
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xvuii ao. Tbt Soul tbatjinnetb it Jhall die^ 
the f on jhall not hear -the iniquity of the 
father yhcQ. 

But what if SauTs family were fharers 
in his guilt, inftrumcnts of his cruelty, and 
receivers of his robberies ? Should they then 
go uhpuniihed ? 

CaMMENT ATORS, who haveconfidcred 
this pafTage, are mightily puzzled to know 
why Sauh pofterity were not rather punifh- 
cd for his cruelty to the priefts of God, than 
to the Giieonites. But the anfwer to this is 
obvious } his family refufed to be the inftru- 
ments of his craelty in that maflacre. This 
appears from i Sam. xxiL 17, 18. compared 
with ver. 7. of tlae fame chapter. From 
the 17th and 1 8th ver, we learn that SauF^ 
fervants refufed to obey him in the flaughter 
of the priefts ^ and that Doeg the Edomite 
(chief of his herd-men) was the executioner. 
And from the 7th verfe we learn, that thefe 
fervants were of his own ftock *, and fuch 
of it too as he feemed moft folicitous to 

* In the Englijb tranilation they are called Ber^a- 
mites^ but in the Hebrew they are called the fons of 
feminiy ¥^ho feems from i Sam. ix. i. to be a more 
Immediate founder of SauPs family, fb that thefe fer- 
vants were not only of his tribe, but of his kindred. 

prefer. 



1 
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prefer, and to provide for. 7J^« Saulfaid 
unto bisfervantSy that flood about bim^ Hear 
nowyye Benjamites : Will the f on of yeffe ghe 
every one of ydu felds and vineyards^ and 
make you captains of tboufandSy and captains 
of hundreds f That is. Will he do for you as 
I liave, and mean to do ? 

His captains, we here fee, were of his 
own Icindred ; and whom can we prefume 
him fo folicitous to exalt to thefe fbations, 
as bis own fons and grandfons ? or whom 
elfe can we prefumb him Co folicitous to 
lupply with iields .and vineyards f : 

Ndw I dedre to know how Saul cottM 
do this ? He could not fo mudi as pttrcfaafe 
the potfeffions o( one tribe, arid transfer them 
to anothtf , mudb lefs could he transfer their 
lai^s by force. We know of tto territories 
wrefted from his enemies, to accommodate 
his Benjamites. It is trae he fmote Ae jfyis^ 
lekites from Havilah to Shur^ (i Sam. xv. 7.) 
but it is no-where faid, that he took poflcf- 
fion of their country, or that he took (0 
much as one city from them ; or if he did, 
the country or city fo taken, muft immedi- 
ately become the property of that tribe, in 
whofe lot that piart of the Amalekite land 

lay; 
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lays which moft certadnly Was not BenJ4i^ 
min. Bat although it Should \a allowed^ thftt 
he took fome cities frohi the j4makkitei^ 
there is good reafon to believe, that he loft 
more to the Philifiines ^, and poflibly fome 
of diem belonging to Benjamin. 

Upon the whole, it is evident to a de^ 
monftration, that Saul had no pofiible way 
of enriching his BenjamiteSy with fields and 
vineyards, but by deftroying and difpofief- 
ihg the Giheonites, Whtti ^refbre we arc 
told frotn lite mouth of God, that the 
league fent upon the peojde was for Saul 
and his Moody houfe^ iecaufi he Jle^ the 
Gibeonites -f*, is it not evident, that it was 
ient for thdr guilt, as well as his ? And can 
we imagine, that this guilt of theirs could 
be any thing lefs, than that of being the 
indruments of his executions? It is plain, 
that they were his captains of hundreds, and 
captains of thoufands; and it is as plain, 

r 

* I Sam. xxxi. 7. And when the men of Ifrael^ that 
were on the other Jide of the valley^ and they that were on 
the other Jide Jordan^ faw that the men of Ifrael fledy 
and that Saul and his fins were dead^ they for fook the 
tities^ and fed \ and the Philijiines came and dwelt in 
fhem* 

f The words which we render, he flew, might as 
properly be rendered, they flew. 

that 
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that as fuch^ they muft be the inftntmenfs 
of his cruelty ; and if they were not, why 
are they called bloody f They refufed^ indeed, 
to ilaughter the priefts, at his command; 
bad as the Benjamites were, they had ndt 
yet forgotten to fear God^ and to reverence 
his priefis. But is there the leaft colour of 
Teafon to believe, that they were (a fcru*- 
pulous with regard to the Gibeonites f And if 
they were not, is there lefs equity in God's 
deftroying their fons, for the fins of tkei): 
Others, which they adopted and fhared in, 
than there was in his deftroying Jeboratn, 
the fon of uihaby for that vineyard, which 
the fadier had cruelly and unjuftly acquired, 
and the ton as unjuftly detained ? And in^- 
deed there feems to be no imaginable reaibn 
why Saul^ when he had deftroyed the priefls 
of Nobj (hould, after that, deftroy the in^ 
habitants of that whole city, but becaufe 
they were moft, if not all of them. Gibe* 
onites^ (who were obliged to attend there 

upon the altar) whofe fpoils might become 
a prey. 

To this may be added, that three of the 
Gibeonite cities lay (as I now obferved) within 

the. 
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ibc lot of Be^jumin * ; and how could Saui 
io conveDieatly enrich his tribe, and hi$ fa«^ 
mily, as by dividing thefe pofilbnions amongi): 
th^B? 

And now, as I humbly lapprebend, was 
fulfilled, more clearly, mpre naturally, and 
more drcumftantiilly than in any or all 
other events, throughout the whole hiftory 
of the Ibriptures, that pnophbcy of theif fa-- 
ther Jacob concerning them, Gen. xlix. 27.. 
Benjamin /hall ravin as a wolf: ' in fke m$rn^ 
ing^ be frail devour the prey^ and in thi 
tveinng, be Jhall divide tbefpih Alid indeed 
whdt <^n be a iltonger or a d^sBrer eml^eiJi 
of a Wolf te^riipg ^nd ra^a^ng an inBocent 
flock pf £hee|>, t^ilui Saul dc^roying a qaiet^ 
fubmitting, uttgfF<;ftding mce of Gibecnites^ 
an4, when h^ l^d done fo, dividing their 
fpoils adfioog his partners m the prey ? It 
muft be own^d, that the pretext for doieg 
fo w«6 not tinplaiiiible, inaimuch as thefe 

i»e«n were fpassed, contrary to the exprefs 

• 

* Seejr<?/5.ix. 17. compared with r ^^^.^ xviii. ver. l$y 
a6. ihelpy. xai.ver. tj. Arid tht children of tfrael j^urwyeds 
<md came unto their cities an the third day : now their 
cities were Gibeoni and Chephirah^ and Beeroth^ andKif- 
jath-jeOfjM. iChaup. «viii. ver. 25. GiUf^fn, artd^R^tmb^ 
and Beerotk. Ver. 26. And Mif^pehy and Ghephirahp and 
Motoah. 

VdL. III. Q^ com- 




226 An Hifiorkal Account of 

command of God. And for whom, do we 
think, Saul was more folicitous to provide, 
out oi thefe fpoils, than his own fons by 
Rizpab his concubine^ and the children of 
his daughter ? And this reafoning is flrength- 
ened by refle&ing, that Nob was in the tribe 
of Benjamin ; and when both the pnefb and 
Cibionites were deftroyed out of this city, 
who then could take poiTeifion of it but 
Benjamin? 

When the Giieonites were taken into 
league, they were left in poileflion of their 
cidi^ : this fufficiently appears from their 
lending to Jo/hua CJojh. X.) to deliver them 
from the Amorite kings, who befieged their 
capital, and had combined to deftroy them : 
and he did as they defired. Their complaint 
againft Saul now is, that he devifed to de^ 
Jlroy them from remaining in any of the 
coajls of Ifrael (2 Sam. xxi/j.)- Can this 
complaint mean lefs, than ihaxSaul had 
taken meafures to ftrip them of all thdr 
poffeffions ? That he ftripp'd them of one city, 
hath fully been ihewn in the preceding part 
• of this hiftory : and their complaint now is, 
that he devifed to ftrip them of all: and. 
s^hy he did fo is, I believe, no longer a que- 
ilion. How 
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How juft arc the judgments of God! 
USaul deflroyed an innocent people to make 
provifion for the offspring cf a concubine^ 
and the offspring of a daughter, which (he 
bare in confequence of his owti faith to 
David violated ^, could any thing be more 
equal, than that this very ifftie, chief agents 
of his cruelty, fhould now be called for^ ^ 
to make atonement for that guilt ! 

Let others find their account, and found 
their fame, in reviling the divine difpen- 
fations recorded in the fcriptures 5 be it ever 

- • • • 

my glory to reverence them ! to reverence 
them in the filence of my clofet, and to 
publifh that reverence to the world, (when 
the jevilings of others provoke me to it) 
without any view to the wages' either of 
vanity or wealth ! 

Give me leave to add, that when I fee 
fome (ietermined philofophers, of the laft 
and prefent age, purfuing the reputation of 
Davidy with as murderous an intent as Saul 

X * 

t 

♦ Merah% the mother of five of thefe vi£tims, was 
promifed to Davidy upon a folemn and public coift- 
paA i the conditions of which were full}r performed on 
his fide, to me great glory and fecurity of the flate i 
and then, in violation of tb^t folemn a^d repeated ^« 
gagement, given to a^t))er, i Sam. ck 3|vii. ch< xviii. 



\ 
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4i4 hii life, I cannot help imagmingi that 
I hear this hero crying out to them, aa he 
4id to Saul^ (i $dm. xxiv. ii, 13.) ^ht 
L(^d judge between me and tbee^ and the 
Lard avenge me of thee -^-^ As faith the pra^ 
vtrk if the antientSy Wkkednefs prpc£edeth 
fnm the ^wicked. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Xy AVID enters into new Wars with 
Philiftia. yi ConjeEiure concgrfUf^, 

. tie Caufe. of them. 7%e firjk- (tni. 
loft Bditiim- of the Eighteenth Pfalm 
(fubUJbed. upon this Occdfm) briefly 
compared, A Digrefftony upon the 
Ufefuhefs of Mujic to form the 
Manners. D a v i d V lafi prophetic . 

. Words. Ajhort ConjeBure concern- 
ing his J^orthies. . 

TH E hiftory of the famine, under the 
reign of Davidj is fucceeded by a 
very ihort account of a war with the Phi" 

lifiinesf 
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tifiinesi or rather of foar focceffivd wiars : 
tirhich feem to hav6 lailed a confideritilar 
time, .inafmuch as they wei:e not enileid 
till after four pitched battles a ^cli of wHidhf 
concluded in Davids favour. . Nor arc. -any 
oth^r particulars related of them ; but &at 
' a man of gigantic ftaturc atid ftrength fdl 
on the ikie of the Philijiines^ in each of 
them ; the laft of whom, hid fix fingers oft 
each hand, and fix toes on each foot * : and 
that in the firfi: of thefe battles, David w^% 
in danger of being flain by IJhbi^benob^ the 
fon of a giant, (whether of Gtf/wi&, orforhc 
other, is not known) had he not been timely 
fuccoured by Abijhai^ the fon of Zeruiah^ 
who fmote and flew him. The account left 
us of this matter by Jo/ephus is to this pur- 
pofc: ThatD^2;wV, having put the enemy 
JO flight, and being fofefnofl:, and carried too 
far in th^ ardour of the p»rfuit, after fome 
♦ime, grew weary, and faint wi<3i the fatigue. 
* . ' ' ' 

* Inftances of gigantic men are familiar enough in 
the colleftions of the commentators, on tlws, and other 
pafl'ages of th6 fame nature : and Dr. Ptf/r/V/f quotes 
Tuverine^s relation of the grand fignior\ Seraglio, 
Page 95. wherein he tells us. That the eldeft fon of 
the emperor of Java^ who reigned in the year 1648, 
when he was in that ifland, had vx fingers on each hand, 
and as ta»ny toes on each foot, all of equal length. 

O 1 Which 
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Which.^fi&^/«ini0^perceiving, and being armed 
with a huge ipear, (as Jofephus relates) and ^ 
^ded with a new fword, (as the text is 
underftood) found that a fit occafion to aiiault 
the king ; and had fucceeded in his purpofe, 
had not Abijhai come feafonably to Daviit^ 
aid, and deftroyed his adverfary. 

The apprehenfion of the king's danger 
ilruck his people with deep concern and 
conflernation ; and they immediately bound 
themfelves by a folemn oath, never more to 
fuffer him to hazard his perfon in battle 1 
adding a reafon, which fufKciently indicates 
their high opinion and efleem of him ; 7%^/ 
tbou quench not the light * of Ifrael^ left 
they (hould be deprived of a prince who was 
at once their guide, and their glory ! 

The caufe or occafion of thefe wars is 
no*where mentioned in the facred hiftory ; 
but' there is a pafilage, zSam.xv. iSy 19* 
Qfc. on which to ground a rational conjeifiture 
concerning the origipi of them : jind all 
his fervants pajffd on befide him ; and all the 
CherethiteSy and all the Pelethites^ and all 
the Gittitesjix hundred men fjphich came after 

* ]xi Hebrew y lamp. 

f)im 
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him from Gatb^ p^JB^d on before the king. 

Tbenfaidtbe king to Ittai the Gittite^ Wbere^ 

fore goeji thou alfo with us ? Return to thy 

place y and abide with the king : for thou art 

a fir anger ^ and alfo an exile whereas 

thou catnefi but yefterday^ &c. jind Ittai the 
Gittite paffed over^^ and all his men. From 
whence it appears, that Ittai ^ an eidite from 
Gat by arrived at yerufalenty with all his 
men, the very eve of David's flight before 
his fon jibfalom. From whence I con^ 
jedure, that the PhiliJlineSy hearing af jib^ 
fahnis rebellion, took that opportunity to 
ihake off the Ifraelite yoke; and to that 
purpofe drove out all the friends and favour- 
ers oi Davids governntent over them i and 
among the reft, Ittai and his followers ; 
who arrived very providentially ztjerufalem^ 
to fupport David in the extremity of his 
diftrefs. And as this revolt of Philijiia was 

fuccecded by a long famine in David's do- 
minions, we could not rcafonably expefit to 
hear of any meafures taken by that prince to 
chaftife tlmt revolt, till after the ceafing of 
this calamity ; and then we immediately 
hear of the wars now recounted. 

0^4 When 
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p^Sages in this Pfalm^ publifhed in David's 
youth^ compared with the corrections of his 
snore advanced years : the iirft, as they arc 
found in the book of P/alms ; and the laft, 
as they are publifhed in the twenty-fecond 
chapter oi^ the fecond book of Samuel. 



PsAIiMS. 

Ver. ?. I will 
love tbee^ Lcfrd^ 
my Strength. 2. The 
Lord is my Rock, and 
my Fortrefs^ and my 
Deliverer ; my Gody 
myStrengtby in whom I 
mil truft^my Buckler y 
and the Horn of my 
falvation ; my high 
Tower. 5, T!he for rows 
of death compajfedme^ 
and the floods of the 
ungodly men made me 
afraid* 



3amuel. 
Ver. 2. Hhejjord 
is my Rocky and my 
Fortrefs, and my De-* 
liverer. 3. The God 
of my rocky in him 
win I trufiy he is my 
Shield^ and the Horn 
of my falvation^ my 
high Tower y and my 
Refuge^ my Saviour*. 
Thou favejl me from 
violence, f. When 
the waves of death 
compafj'ed me ^the floods 
of the ungodly men 
made me afraid. 



* As his deliverances were now multiplied, his gra- 
titude feems, as it were, exaggerated, and makes new 
efforts to exert itfelf, when every ide^, that would exprefs 
it, fe^ms exhaufted. 

Every 



^ 
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E V E R Y eye will difccrn to what infinite 
advantage this cxprcflion, Hie forraws of 
ieatb^ is changed into T!be w<ives of death. 
Nothing can be a finer emblem of an boil 
of men^ in their ieveral ranks, than the 
vrzyes of the fea, fucceeding one another in 
their natural order. And when we confider 
them prefling forward to the deftrudion of 
their advcrfaries, they may very properly be 
termed waves of death. 



Psalms. 
Ver. 7. ^hentbe 
earth Jbook andtrem^ 
bled^ the foundations 
^ tf ^ of the hills moved 
and were fhaken^ be- 
caufe he was wroth. 



Samuel. 
Ve r. 8. Then the 
earth Jhook and trem- 
bled^ the foundations 
of heaven moved and 
fhook^ becaufe be was 
wroth. 



Th e hills, (baking from the foundation 
at the wrath of God, is a noble idea : but 
the foundations of heaven, fhaking at it, is 
a much nobler ! The thought too is flridlly 
juft ; for as the eye of the fpeiftator is toffcd 
to-and-fro, in an earthquake, the heavens 
muft alfo appear to him to be agitated in the 
fame manner. ' . • 
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Although David's main purpofe in 
publUhing thefe divind h3anns, fetting them 
to fuited mafic, and linging them in the 
public worfhip of G o D, was, to publifh to 
the whole world, his endlefs gratitude, for 
the various and wonderful mercies of God, 
bellowed upon him ; yet had he a further, 
and, if poffible, a nobler purpofe, in this 
conduit ; I mean, to difperfe true religion 
throughout every part of his dominions ; to 
infpire the hearts of his people with a true 
and lively fenfe of gratitude to G o d, their 
Benefactor, Protedtor, and Saviour, as well, 
as his. David well knew, that true gra- 
titude to God is the fureft fource of true 
religion, and every duty injoined by it. And 
when it is poured out for public bleffings, in 
which all partake, naturally mixes with every 
focial afFediion, and blends them, as it were, 
into its own being; and by this means, be- 
comes the very beft.bond of Society. And 
therefore David j by perpetually pouring out 
the praifcs of God, in the moft exalted and 
heavenly compofitions, and taking all occa- 
fions to recount his endlefs mercies dnd de« 
liveranccs wrought for his people from the 
beginning, took the moft eiFe<5tual means to 

fill 
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fill their hearts with gratitude to their great 
Benefador } and, in confequenoe of that, to 
render them reiigioufly obfervant of bis laws ; 
to render them humane, friendly, and af^ 
fedionate to one another, and confcientioufly 
£uthfal and dutiful to their fovereign. 

Thb wiieft and moft eminent of fhtf 
antients have Idft many encomiums, both 
upon the feparate and joint power of mufid 
and poetry, towards foftening, civilizingy 
and mending the manners of mankind > and 
the candid reader will, I am fure, pardon, 
if not thank, me for tranfcribing a pailage 
to this purpofe from Mr. RoUin^ one of the 
moft polite and truly valuable authors of this 
or any age ; the greatefl; lover of truth, and 
of naankind ! Vol. ivi of his Antient Hijioryt^ 
p. 3*3, ^z^.Mufic was cultivated mtbn$ 
fefs application and Juccefs. The antients 
ajtribed VH)fiderfut effeBs to it\ Tifey Af- 
lie'Ved it lyry proper to cahn the pa^ni^ 
f of ten the manners ^ and ebeft buinanize pejlh 
pie naturally favage and barbarous. Pdy- 
. hius, agrafe andferious hifiorian^ and 'who 
is tertainfy worthy of belief attributes 
the extreme difference between two peopk 
,.pf Arcadia, the one infinitely beloved and 

efleemed 
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^em?d for ' the elegance ef their mdnmrs, 
tbeir henevoltta tncUndtii&ns^ ^fumanity to 
ft f angers, ■. andpietf -io fke gdJi j f^e other ^ 
am ^ tM eon/i^arj^y - g^eralh ' reproached and 
hated for i^eir malignity y brtttalit^y and 
irreti^ion ;' 'PDlybius, I fiy^ ajcribet ihif 
diffhrence to thejiudy of mujic ^I ihcair, j%^ 
hcy the true and ijoble mufic) cuhivdted nmih 
cart by theone^^.tmd ahJoluitlymegUBed By 
tie other people. . • -^ 

If fuch have been the effefts of the folc 
and feparatc* pthvtr of tioblc lAirfit, whit 
thight not be hoped fronpt iti ^hen k is 
built upon^ and ' fuppocted by, thetadbleft^' 
thc^ fubKmett; the moft heavenly ftrwristif 
dRtine poetry, by^ which the world was ever 
delighted, informed, oramcftddd ! Andfttch,- 
beyond ati cohtroverfy, w pretence of a 
rational doubt^ are the fecred hymns and ' 
pfahns of David. ' . ; ^ 

Pindar places this clogium in the ftont 
of Hieroh charaftcr : That he took a noHe' 
delight in the moftexquifite ftrokes and^per*- 
formanpcs of poetry and iiiuiic. Could he 
have added to this, that he had a maftery 
o%tT all mortals, in the compofition of both, .* 
and crowned jill, by Ae application of both * 
^ ' to 
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to their noblefl: ends and ufes ; the infpiring 
of true piety and virtue into the hearts of 
men^ and celebrating thepraifesof God; 
recounting the works and wonders of his. 
providence, and infinite mercies to mankind; 
how nobly had his diaradter been completed ! 
how had it been, at once, exalted and un- 
rivalled ! The thinking reader will eafiiy 
fatisfyhimfelf, that thisg^ory, which Findar 
could not confer upon HierOy David hath> 
moft unfelfiflily, and without the leaft taint 
or view of vanity, fecured to himfelf. 

After Davids laft revifal and edition 
of the eighteenth P/alm^ now recounted, 
the facred hiflorian gives us to underftand^ 
that the laft words which he fpake, and 
committed to writing, as a prophet, are thefe 
which immediately follow this TPfalm^ io 
the fecond book of Samuel^ chap, xxiii. 
And indeed it is of vaft im|K;>rtance to the 
£uthful, that they are committed to writing ; 
becaufe he there exprcfly declares, l*hat the 
Spirit of Godjpake by him. 

T H E laft words of great men, folemnly 
delivered, arid upon points of great im- 
portance, have always been thought worthy 
€f peculiar regard ; and have accordingly 

bcea 
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been carefully recorded : and therefore thefe 
of ^ great a prince and prophet as Uavid^ 
will not, I prefume, be deemed unwordiy 
the. regard of the moft incarious reader 9 
efpedally as they Will not take up mtich 
more than one minnte of his time. 

Now thefe be the. Iqft w^rJs <&/ David r 
David the fon ^ Ji^e faid^ and the man 
who laas raifed up on high^ the anmriied of 
the Gvd of Jacobs and tke ft»eet ffaimift 1^ 
Ifrael^ /aid ; The Spirit of the LordJ^ake &j 
me^ and his word was in my tongue, if he 
God of Ifraelfaidy the Rock of IJr<aeifpai£ 
unto me^ He that ruleth over men mufi if • 
jufi^ ruling in. the fear of God z andheJbaSi 
be as the light. ^f the mornings njohen tb^fun. 
rifetb^ even a morning mthout clouds 5 as 
the tender grafs fpringing cut of the earthy 
bjf clear Jbining after rain, jlltbough my 
houfe be not fo with God ; yet he hath made 
with me an everlajling covenant y ^ordered ijt 
all things^ and fur e : for this is ail myfal^ 
vation, and all my defre^ although be make 
it not to grow. 

But the fons of Belial Jhall be all of thasi 
as thorns thruft away^ becaufe they cannot be 
taken with hands. But the man that Jhall 

touch 
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touch me^ mu/i befencid with tron^ and the 
ftaff ef a Jpear^ and they Jhail be utterfy 
burnt wtb fire in the fame place. 

How glorious 1 condufion of {6 noble ait 
office is diis! to recolk&'Gob's fignal mer- 
cies and bleffings beftowed upon him ! His 
exaltation to royalty^ from a low diate! 
and his gifts .of prophecy, poetry and hai-^ 
mony 1 Hb fpecial command to him as a 
king, and his eternal covenant with htm and 
his ieed ! The continuance of his temporal 
kingdom, but with no incieaie of grandeur, 
in his pefterity ! Their fure ialvation and pro- 
tedion, whilft they continued in the cove* 
nant, made with their £itber !. and the final 
reprobation, and d^rudbn of die wicked I 
and, above all, that bleflfed and pernianent 
aiTurance to the faithful, That the Spirit rf 
the Lord /pake by bim^ and bis word ieas in- 
bis tongue ! Thus fealing the trudi and cer^ 
talnty of his divine iftfpiration, and in con* 
fequence of that, the facred authority of Ind^ 
writings, to endlefs generations. 

Then follows the noble catalogue of- 
Davids worthies; the nobleft and moft 
truly renowned of all antiquity ; tniEifmuch 

as there is rcafon to believe, that any aft of • 

notorious 

+ 
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hbtoridus guilt excluded from it ; for why, 
btherwife, fo great a captain^ and fo brave a 
man as, Joab^ fhould be left out of that lift, 
WKeh his two brothers, and evett his armour- 
bearer, are included in it, I dwh I cannot 
comprehend* And this fcohjefkure is, I think, 
ilrengthehed, by oWerviiig feveral names in 
the lift of thefe worthies, 2 Sam.^xm. \dt 
tout in the fubfequent lift, i Chroh. xi. and 
a good many other nanies added in this later 
lift. From whence, I conclude, that fome 
tof the worthies in thte firft lift, had their 
hamfes rafed but, on accduilt df fome fub- 
leqiient demerit, after the authors bf the 
Second book of Samuel were dead* 






CHAP. xvir. 

David'j Numbering of the People: 
and the ^iague iffhich enfued* 

H E people of Ifrael were fcafcely 

irecovered frorii the calamity of that 

famihe, which infefted them for three years, 

ivhen th6y were vifited by another chaftife- 

mcnt, ajpparently more fatal^ although of a 

Vol. III. ^ R very 
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very (hort continuance : a peiUlence of three 
days; occafioned by the king's numbering 
of the people. 

Thb moft rational account of the matter 
is this : God had given them a comffland, 
by MofeSyExod. xxT. that when they took 
the fum of the people^ after their number^ 
every man fo numbered, from twenty years 
old and upwards, ihould pay half a ihekel 
to the fanduary^ as a ranfom for his foul 
to^GoDj under the penalty of a ^plague, 
to enfue the negleft of fucb payment : and 
accordingly that payment was made, wheo 
they were numbered, Exod, xxxviii, 24. * 
And furely a moft rational and religious ca- 
pitation this was, indicating, that their lives 
were the forfeit of their fins, to God: who, 
inmercy, accepted a fmall ranfom for them; 

• If it be objeftcd, thit there are two other num- 
berifigs mentioned in the Bib]r» Numb. i. and Numb* 
xxYi. without any mention of any payment to the 
fanduary v I anfwer. That there is indeed no exprefi 
mention made of any fuch payment, but I think it fuf- 
ficiently implied in both places 5 for Numb. i. 54. i| 
is faid, And the children of I/rail did ajccerdwg to all ^ 
the Lord commanded Mofes, And in Numb^ xxvi. 4* 
they arc commanded to take the fum of the people, ai 
the Lord commanded Mofes^ and the children of Ifracly 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt* And we 
know, that the payment of the half-fli^cl made a part 
of that command. 

but 
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^ut an equal one for the lives of the highcft 
and the loweft amongft them, inafmuch as 
they were all of equal value in his fight^ 
with whom there is no acceptance ofperfons. 
David, now (probably from an impulfe 
of vanity) dcfirous to know the ftrength-of 
his kingdom, which he rightly judged to 
Confift more in the numbers of valiant men, 
than in the extent of empire, ordered the 
idm of the people to be taken, from twenty 
years oM and upwards without ordering the 
Mofaic ranfom to be paid : for which rea- 
ion a plague immediately ejtifued, which de- 
ftiipycd feventy thdufand of them, within 
the time determined by the prophet. And 
indeed, as the people were now more fig- 
nally blefTed by G 6 d than at any time, the 
negle£t of paying this tribute to their great 
Sovereign, under whofe proteftion they were 
& wonderfully raifed to wealth, and domi- 
nion over their enemies, became more odi- 
oufly infamous and ungrateful. And it is to 
me unaccountably aftonifhing, how Pavid 
could be brought to fufFer it : but in truth 
be did more; he not only fufFered, but in- 
joined and urgtd it. And, to increafe our 
wonder, David injoined, and Joab remon- 

R 2 ftrated 
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flrated againft it ; remonftrated againft it, 
not only with fine addrcfs, but with a fpi- 
rit of true religion. His addreft is feen 
2 Sam. xxiv. 3. for when Da'vid gave him 
his command, to go through all the tribes of 

Ifraelj and number the people • Joabfaid 

unto the king. Now the Lord thy God add 
unto the people (how manyfoever they be) an 
hundred-foldy and that the eyes of my lord 
the king may fee it : but why doth my lord 
the king delight in this thing ? And the reli- 
gion of this condud: is feen from what is 
added, 1 Chron. xxi. 3. Why doth my lori 
require this thing ? Why will he be a caufe 
. of trefpafs to Ifrael ? But David was fo boot 
Upon the purpofe^ that nothing could dif- 
fuade him from it. And Joaby and the 
captains of the hoft, were immediately dif- 
patched to execute it j and returned not to 
Jerufalem 'till the end of nine months and 
twenty days j and even then returned with* 
out accompliQiing their purpofe ; for Levi 
and Benjamin were not taken in the compu- 
tation : For (fays the text) the king's word 
was abominable unto Joab. fiefides, as Goi> 
had promifed to multiply them as the ftars 
of heaven, and the fands of the fea, they 

thought 
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thought it impious, fo much aar to attempt 
an exat^ computation of alj orders and ages 
amongft them. 

- Theiie arc two returns left us of this 
numbering s (one %. Sam. xxiv- and the other 
I Chron. xxi.) which diiFer confiderably 
from one another 5 cfpecially in relation to 
the men of Ifrael% which in the firft are 
returned but eight hundred thoufand, but in 
the lad eleven hundred thoufand. But I 
think a careful attendance to both the texts, 
and to the nature of the thing,, will eaiily 
reconcile them. The matter appears to me 
thus : Joah^ who refolved, from the begin- 
ning, not to number the whole of the peo-» 
pie, but who, at the fame time, wifhed to 
(hew his own tribe in the . heft light, and 
make their number as coniiderable as he 
could, numbered every man am(»3gfl: them, 
from twenty years old and upwards, and fo 
returned them to be five hundred thoufand j 
but in Ifrail he only made a return of fuch 
men as were exerdfed, and proved in arrtis j 
^d therefore the number of perfons above 
twenty years old, is lefs in his retun 
(;2 iStfssv. xxiv.). . \ 
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The reader will beft judge whether t|)f 
letter of the texts doth not juftify this gg^? 
jedture : that of 2 Sam. xxiv. ftands thus : 
And there nicer e in Ifrael eight hundred thour 
Jand valiant men, that drew the fiioord •—*- 
and the men of Judab (not the men of 
tried valour only, but the whole) noerefive 
hundred tboufand men. Whereas the ac« 
count we have of this matter in i Cbron. 
xxi. ftands thus : And all they of Ifrael were 
a thoufand tboufand y and an hundred tbou- 
fand men^ that drew fword : and Judab four 
hundred threefcore and ten tboufand men 
that drew fword. In a word, va % Sam. 
xxiv. 9. the whole of Judab is returped^ 
and only the men of proved valour in Ifrael. 
In I Cbron. xxi. 5. the whole of Ifrael 1% 
/exprefly returned ; hut the particle all is not 
exprefly prefixed to thofe of Judab ; and 
therefore ppifibly the men of tried valour m, 
that tribe are only included in that return : 
and if fo, the returns muiL of necei&ty be 
very different Indeed it feems to me as if 
all the facred writers were upon their guardj^ 
againft giving an exadt return. 

How unftable are all human parpoifes 
and purfuits! David^ whqfe heart was (o^ 

lately 
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latdly fet upon numbering the people, fees 
his guilt, and repents his purpofe^ the mo* 
ment it was finifhed : that heart which was 
fo lately dilated with vanity *, now {brinks 
into contrition and penitence. 

I T is fomewhere faid of Epaminondas^ 
that, the next day after the battle ofLeuSfra^ 
he was feen remarkably fad and dejeded ; 
and being afked the reafon,anfwercd, I yeftcr- 
day fufFered myfelf to be too much elated 
with vanity, and I am mortifying for it to- 
day. This feems to have been pretty much 
the cafe of David*, whofe vain heart now 
recoils, with dreadful pangs, upon his breaft. 
jind Davi/ds heart /mote bim^ (fays the text) 
after that be bad numbered the people : and 
David faid unto the Lord^ I have finned 
greatly in that I4qve done: and no^v Ibe-- 
feech tbeey O Lord^ take aw^the iniquity tf 
thyfervant ; for I have done very foolijhly . 

I N this iituation of mind, Gady Davii% 
feer, found hkn the next niorning *f-, when 

he 

* And perhaps this maybe the reafon why this adion 
is imputed to the inftigation of Satan^ the father of 
pride. 

t I muft here obferve, an egregious error in our 
Englijh tranflation : which gives us to apprehend, that* 

R 4 Davi(r% 
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he came to denounce the divine vengeance 
upon his guilt : and to fhew him, and the 
"world, that the vengeance he came now tQ 
denounce, could be no cafual calamity^ nor 
the eiFedt of any natural caufe, he gave him 
his choice of thrcp evil? ; ope of which muft 
immediately be inilidpd upon him: Shall 
fev^n years of famine come unto tbfe in thy 
hnd? Or wilt thou fiee three month befy^e, 
thine' enemie^y while they purjue thee ? On 
that there be t^hree day^ pe^il^nc^ in thy lafld% 
Now advife^ and fee what anfwer I Jhall 
return to Hirn thatfent md. To thefe dread- 
ful and diftfading alternapyes, David made 
this truly heroic, and reli^pixs reply : J^d 
David faid untq Gadylam iftagreaij^reigbt z 
let us fall mw intff, (he hand if the Lor d^ (for 
his mercies are great) . and Jet me not fall in-- 
to the hand of man. H^d hp chpfen either 
war or famine, his wealth and his ppwer 
had eafily fccured himfelf and family, from 
apy imminent danger pf qthpr t fcut in this 

_ § 

David's penitence was the efFe£l of Gg£& threat : For, 
(fays the text) when David was up tnrhe morning^ the 
word of the Lord came unto 'the prophet Gady David's 
/^^^5 py^^gi Ga, and fay unto David^ fcfr. Whereas 
the word which is tranflated For^ ihould be tranflated 
Jiidi and it is not a^caufaJ, but a conne6Hve particle, ' 

" con- 
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^onfifted his heroifni, that he chofe that 
evH^ which he himlelf rifqiied, in common 
yrith his meanefl fubje^t; 

The event was iqimediateiy anfwerabl^ 
to the choice \ a plague inftantly enfued, and 
continued to the time appointed ; which de^r 
ftroyed, in that very fliort fpace, feventy 
thouiand men, from Ikin to Beerjheba ; a 
palamity which hath no paraUel^ in Htm 
whole coiiipafs of hiflory. 

David, deeply affliAed and penitent 
under this heavy chaftifement, aflembled the 
elders of Ifr^el^ and dll c^ them, cloathed 
in fack-cloth, humbled themfelves in a meft 
folemn and public manner before God; im- 
ploring his mercy, and deprecating his ven-=^ 
geance. And vtrhilft they were in this con^. 
dition, David J lifting up his eyes to God, 
faw the angel of the Lordfianding between 
the earth and the heaven j having a drawn 
/word in his hand, Jir etched out aver yeru-r 
falem. Upon the fight of which, David^ 
and all his attending elders^ fell upon their 
&ces, to the earth ; and David cried out 
to God, Is it not I that commanded the 
people to be numbered ? Even I it is that haqje 
finned, and done evil indeed. But for thifo 

Jheep^ 
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fieepy vbat have they donet Let thine band^ 
I pray thee^ IjnrdwyGody he on me^ and 
ion wyjather^s houfe ; hut not on thy people^ 
that tbeyjhould be plagued. 

This fuppUcation and httmiliation of 
J)avidy and the elders^ foftened the divine 
wrath, and arrefted the vengeance* jind 
the Lord /aid to the angel y that defiroyed the 
people^ It is enough } fiay now thine hand. 
And the place where the avenging angel 
vras ftaid, was over the threfliing-flow of 
Jraunab the Jebujite. 

T H E N the angel of the Lord commanded 
Goidy inftantly to order David to go, and 
fct up an altar to God in the threfhing* 
floor of Araunah the Jebujite. David im- 
mediately obeyed, and treated with ^^i^^^A 
for the threlhingrfloor ; fignifying to hiih; 
at the fame time, the reafon why he defircd 
to purchafe it. The trath of which jhau^ 
fuib himfelf muft eafily be fatisfied of, in-- 
afmuch as he alfo, with 'his four £bns, had 
fcen the deftroying angel, and hid them- 
fclves in terror of the fight. And therefore 
David had no iboner made the propofal, 
but the generous Araunah replied, with a 
r?ady ofltr of every thing he wanted ; land,; 

oxen 
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fOfKti Cc^ facri^oe, tin4 $brefluog ini^ments 
for fuel, and the wheat &)r the meat offer-' 

« 

ing^ with6ut any price, or pforchafe. Bat this 
David abfototely ric^fufed ; deckriog, that 
\ic would buy ^very thing 9t the full price ; 
^md that he would not iacdfice to Go D of 
that which pafl; him nothing ; and accord- 
ingly he bought thi^ place for fix hundred 
ihekel$ of gold; and the oxen for fifty 
ihekels of filver *. And David built there 
an altqr unta the L&rd^ and offered hurnt^ 
offering^ and peace-offering^^ and called upm 
the Lfird^ and he anjwered him from heaven 
^ fire upon the altar of burnt-offerings and 
the plague nj^% flayed frtfm IfraeL 

» . 

^ MucE dificulty ha,th been raifed upon the articles 
of this fale, in a cafe, to me, fufficiently plain. The 
authors of 2 Sam. x^tv. tell us, that David bwght tb$ 
'iiinjlnt^'fioary bat do not fay for what ; and then iniT 
mediately add, and the oxen for fifty Jhekets of Jiher-^r 
Kow, it bbttt flippc^ng fucb a jt^, placed after the 
i^rord FUov^ as ihews it to be a fentence diftind from 
ivhat follows, or fuppoung thc^ following cl^ufe to be 
{nduded in a parenthefiy (a conftrudion which miift be 
foppofed ia all other writings, in a thouiand inflances) % 
and the matter is clear of all difficulty. And that one or 
IxHb of thefe muft be the caie, is fu Acicntly evident tq 
ine from i Cbrpn. xxi. 25. where the pri^ paid/^ the 
flace is exprefly let down to be fix hundred ihekel^ 
^ %<My without menlioiii|)g s)ny price paid for tho 
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However criminal this numbering wa$ 
in Davidy yet there are three paints of im-- 
portance clear from it. 

The firft is, the fignal completion of 
God's promife to Abraham y of multiplying 
his feed, as the fands of the fea ; inafmucfa 
as the multitudes of men, comprehended 
ivithin the narrow limits of Judaa^ even at' 
this time, appears from this numeration to be 
great beyond all comparifon, although con- 
feffirdly lefs confiderable than under fome 
fucceeding reigns. 

The fecond is, that it appears from the 
accounts left us of this matter, that all the 
cities of the Canaanite coaft, and particu- 
larly Zidon^ and the ftrong hold of Tyre^ 

were under the dominion of David. But 

• 

this I apprehend could only be the antient 
TyrCy or PaUetyrus^ inafmuch as Hyram^ 
who lived in friendship both with iX^wV and 
Solomon^ was king of the other Tyre ; which * 
from a letter of his to Solomon ^ quoted by 
JofepbuSy appears to have been iituate in an 
ifland (./^i^. L viiivC 2.). But this, how^ 
ever, no way infers the king of that Tyre 
not ^ to. have been: tributary bo A ,to Davtd 
and Solomon } as I apprehend he was, from his 
' - ^ calling 



calling both Di^wV/ and Sblomtfn his lord^ 
and himfelf and people SQlomqn's feryants, 
zCbron. ii. 14, if, Or Jf he were not, 
Jpavid's domipion oveif Z;W<?» alone will go 
1^) great way towards accounting for thofe 
^mmenfe treafures, which, he amafled foi? 
building the, temple 3 inafmuch as Zidon is 
allowed to have bfeen^ from the remoteft 
itttiquity^ one \ of the greateft marts of the 
world, which engroffed a [great (hare of its 
Wiealth 5 and into which, and into Tyre^ih^ 

veins of all its richefl mines, then in their 

• ■ • ■ ' 

vigour, were naturally drained. And that 
ZiJan was early renowned for wealth and 
cifagnificence, fufGciently appears from its 
being ftyled, even as early as the days of 
yqfiua^ Zidon the great ^ Jofti. xi. 8. 
- The third is, thaX. David was not the 
cruel conqueror, which fome men fo eagerly 
infer him, from fome parb of his hiftory, 
ill xonddered, and of confequqnce little uh* 
derftood; inafmuch as we learn from this 
tranfadtion, that in the height of his re- 
fitment againft i3[)p.yebujites^ he fpared 
j^rauuah^ a king ; in all probability, prince 
ai^d proprietor of the place ; and fuifered^ 
him to live in peace and plenty. 



1 
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If it be adccd^ why die people welts pci^ 
nUhed fof this guilt of their prince, I an^ 
fwer, (befides the comrnon obTervation ^/V« 
quid delirant reget^ Sec.) in the fentimentft 
of Mri WUjiofC% comment on this part of 
Jofepbu£% hiftory : That neither David"* 
nor the Sanbedrim\ negled of .exa£dng this 
tribute could excufe the people firompaj^k 
h)g it^ when an exprefs lair of G o d in« 
johedit. 

To fpeak freely upon the point, I can 
conceive but one rcafon why David now 
neglcftcd to injoin the payment of this 
tribute : he was the great patron of reli- 
gion, and prote^r of the church of God; 
and (if fuch a fpirit then reigned in his 
natioh, as now reigneth in ours) fuch a ium 
of money, as this tax would have brought 
into the fan^^uary^ could not &il to have 
raifed an high out-cry of bigotry arid pricft- 
craft againft him : and fo he fufiFered the 
people to be plagued, rather than let the 
priefthood be enriched. 

I SHALL oply addi that the ninety-firit 

T faint feems evidently to have been written 

by David y in commemoration of his deli* 

verance from this pubKc calamity. That 

^ ' iignal 
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fignal proteftion of Divine Providence, which 
he had now experienced, naturally prompted 
him to break out into thofe expreflions of 
hope and trail in God, of which it is hard 
to fay whether the piety or the poetry be 
more exalted : He that dwelletb in ihefecret 
place of the Moji High, Jhall abide under the 
Jhadow of the Almighty. Surely he Jhall 
deliver thee from thefnare of the fowler *y and 
from the noifome pefilence. 

Thou fhalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night ; nor for the arrow thatflieth by d4iy. 

Nor for the pejitlence that walketb in 
. darknefs j nor for the dejlru^im that wajietb 
4jtt noon^day. * 

A thoufand Jhall Jail at thy Jide, and ten 
tboufand at thy right-hand j but it JbaU not 
cmf nigh thee. 
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» 

d H A p. xvni, 

David'j Preparations to build thi 
Timple : his private Exhortations to 
Solomon, and the Princes, to cany 
on the Work, 

• 

WHEN David faw, that Bis facrifictf 
was miraculoufly accepted of Al-^ 
mighty G 6 p, by the defcent of fi^fe from 
heaven, which confuiQed it dpoA the altar; 
he immediatdy coticluded^ that this was the 
place which God had chofen, to efkiblifli hii 
worihip there s and therefore he; continued 
to of&p up facrifices upon this altair^ and 
accordingly told his people, that this was tbi 
houfe of the Lord God, and this the altar $f 
the burnt^offering for Ifrael. 

It is true, the tabernacle of the LdRD^ 
which Mofes made ill the wildernefs, and 
the altar for the burnt-ofFering, were^ al 
that feafon, in the high place of Gibeoni 
and thither he fhould ordinarily have refort- 
ed, to facrifice his burnt-offerings : but in* 
afmijch ,as the angel of the Lord had ex- 
prefly commanded him %q ereft an altar in 

the 
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tnc threftiing-floor of Araunah^ and on that 
Very fpot, over which; the avenging angel 
was arrefted, and G o i> appeafed^ he natu« 
rally cdnduded^ that this was the appointed 
jplace of atonement^ fo fbleitanly fet apart 
for iacrifice : and therefore hfe.ffearied to re- 
fort to Gibeon any more, for any purpofe 
bf religion *; And there is no doubt but 
he was tSohfii'med ih his reafoning upon this 
point, by refledtittg, that this was the place 
appointed by GoD himfelf fot the facri- 
ficing of Ifaac ; and where the faith of his 
father Abraham was io amazingly tried, fo 
gloridufly accej)tedj and fo nobly rewarded. 

All thefe concurring circurnftances, and 
fcorifiderations, fufiiciently pointed out this, 
&s the place of that temple^ which was to 
be the glbty bf the whole earth. And 
accordingly David fet himfelf^ from that 
moment^ to prepare materials of all forts for 
it, with all imaginable application and zeal ; 
i& indeed he had done for many years 
before. 

* But David could not go before it (that is» the altar 
at Gibeon) ; for he was afraid befaufe ofthefword of the 
angel of the Lord, i Chron, xxi. 30. 

: Vol. III. S And 
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And iiideed there was no doubt but it 
ivas 9X this time, that God infpired him 
with the plan of the whole work ; with all 
its parts, dimenfions and utenfils : all which 
he himfelf exprdly affures us *, the Lord 
made him imderjiand in writing by bis band 
upon him. 

That the architedurc . of this tepaple 
wa? of divine original, I, for my part, am 
fully fatisficd, from this paflage 1 and I am 
confirmed in this perfuafion by finding frocj 
Viialpandus^ that the Roman^ at leaft the 
Gr^^i architedur^, is derived from this, a$ 
frpm its fountain : and in n^y humble op- 
fiion^ even an infidel may ealily believe thefe 
to be of divine original ; inafmuch as they 
are (at lead the latter^ is) found perfed: m 
thc'earlieft models. Nor hath the utmofl 
reach of human wifdom, inyention, and 
induftry, been ever able (although often en- 
deavouring it) to' improve or alter it, but to 
difadvantage, throughout the cpurfe of i^ 
many ages. 

That David underftood what he was 
about, is evident* from the nature of the 
thing i for if he had not been complete 

* I Chron. xxviii. 19. 

*. . /v mafter 
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ftiaftcr of the whole defign, he could not 
have direfted the hewing of the ftones, nor 
adjufted the exaft weight of afl the uten- 
fils, as he certainly did, with great care, 
1 Chron. xxviii. 12 ^ Gfc. 

I it the firft of thefc wofks he imployed 
2X1 tlx Jlrdngers^ that is, profelytes i?/".//?^^ 
land I who, probably^ were more fkilkd in 
works of that nature : Or, pollibly, he chofe 
not to take his own people from the culture 
of the ground, and the feveral puffuits of 
rural induftry. 

H E prepared iron and brafs in abundance, 
and without wdght, for the joinings (fays 
the text) 5 probably both of the 'ftones and 
timhferj which was all c^dar 5 and fup- 
pliedhmi, in vaft plenty, by the Zidoniam 
and . Tyrpans. He confidered, that the work 
Was tote great arid magnificent, beyond any 
tiling* yet known to the world 5 and there- 
fore the preparations were to be proportion- 
able. This the facr^d hiftorian fully in- 
forms us oi^ in I Chron. xxii. 5. And David 
faid^ Solomon my fon is young and tender ; 
mid' the hoiife that is to be builded to tie 
Lordy muji be exceeding fhfighifical^ -^ffylV'^'^ 
and of glory y throughout dU'countries f I 'Will 
• • ' * S 2 ' there'' 
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therefore now make preparations for it. So 
David prepared abundantly before bis death : 
taking care, at the fame time, to inform 
his fon Solomon fully, of his whole purpofe > 
and exhorting him, who was appointed by 
God to execute it, to purfue and acoomplifh 
it with diligence and vigour; adding, that 
he himfelf once had it fully in his intentions 
to build ahoufe unto the Name of the Lord his 
God ; but was exprefly forbidden to purfue 
his purpofe, becaufe he had been a man of 
war J and bad fhed much blood upon the earth 
but that God had afTured him, at the fame 
time, that he would give him a fon^ who 
ihould be a man of peace, and his name 
Solomon ; and that he fhould build him an 
houfe. And upon this ground, he exhorts 
him to go on with the work : NoWy myfoUj 
the Lord be with tbee^ and profper thee\ 
and build the houfe of the Lord tby God^ as 
he hath faid of thee. He then adds a moft 
earneft exhortation to him, to ferve and to 
fear God, as he hoped for his bleffing upon 
his houfe and nation 5 and concludes with 
an earneft fupplication to God, to infpire 
his heart with wifdom, and a fteady fenfe of 
..^uty to him, and to his people. 

This 
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This done, David next proceeds to tell 
his fon, what preparations he himfelf had 
made for the work : Now^ beholdy in my 
trouble^ I have prepared for the boufe of the 
JLord^ an hundred thoufand talents of gold^ 
and a thoufand thoufand talents of filver j 
and of brafSy and iron, without weight (for 
it is in abundance) ; timber alfo, and ft one ^ 
have I prepared \ and thou may eft add there-^ 
to. Moreover^ there are workmen with thee 
in abundance I hewers^ and workers of /lone 
and timber^ and all manner of cunning men^ 
for every manner of work. Of the goldy the 
fiver, and the brafs, and the iron, there is 
no number.^ -^ifi therefore, and be doing ; 
and the Lord be with thee. 

Davi d's next care was, to engage all the 

great men of the realm to be aiding and 
affifting to his fon, in the carrying on of 
this great work. And to this purpofe he 
laid his particular commands (as I apprehend) 
fingly, and apart'*, upon each of them. 

And 

♦ li not the Lord your God with you ? and hath he not 
given you reft on every Jide ? for he hath given the inha- 
bitants of the land into mine hand^ and the land isfubdued 
before the Lord, and before his people. Now Jet your 
peart y and your foul ^ to feek the Lord your God: arife 

S 3 there* 
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And after this, convening them in one body^ 
he publicly exhorted them all to the fame 
purpofe, in an oration, which (to me) is by 
far the nobleft of the kind, extant in thp 
world. But before I proceed to confider 
that perforaiance, I muft beg the reader's 
attention to fome .points of great importance 
antecedent to it. 



■^F""^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

A Differfation upon the immenfe Trea- 
fures left by David, for building 
the Temple. 

• 

THERE is no one point relating to the 
facred writings, in which I find 
learned men, and critics of all kinds, fo 
greatly and diftantly divided, as this of the 
treafures left by David ^ fqr building the 

terhple ; 

therefore^ and build ye the fan6iuary of the Lard Gody to 
bring the ark of the covenant of the Lordy and the holy 
vejfeh of Gody into the houfe that is to be built to the Name 
of the Lord. 

This, I apprehend, is recorded by the (acred writer, 
as the fubftance of DavuTs private exhortations to cacli 
6f the princes, upon this head. 
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temple ; fome thinking them incredibly 
immenfcj and others doubling them ; fome 
fiifpefting fome numeral errors in the text, 
and others finking the talent almoft to no- 
thing, in order to guard againft the fuppo- 
fition of any fuch errors ; whilft others 
feem to value themfelves upon having dif- 
covered new veins of wealth, from whence 
much greater treafures might have been 
derived. 

In the midft of this uncertainty, there 
are fome points, I think, clear and incon-* 
tcftable. 

The firft is, that there is not the leaft 
ground to believe, that the Hebrews ever 
varied their weights and meafures, at leaft 
before th-c captivity. And therefore David^s 
talent was the fame with that of Mofes. 

The next plain point is, that the Hebrew 
talent was of a confiderable weight. 

What Mofes'% talent was, is known to a 
demonftration, from the account left us of 
the firft capitation in the wildernefs, Kxod. 
xxxviii. 2^,25. in which fix hundred and 
fhree thoufand five hundred and fifty men, 
teing taxed at half a (hekcl a head, raifed a 
fum of an hundred talents of filver, and a 

S 4 thow}. 
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thoufand feven hundred and threefcpre and 
fifteen (hekels. From whence it follows, 
that one talent contained three thoufand 
ihekels ; and that it could not contain lefs, 
in the days of Amaziaby is pretty evident, 
from the account left us in 2 Cbnn. xxv. 6. 
of his having hir(sd an hundred thoufand 
mighty men of valour out of Ifraely for an 
hundred talents of filver. If the talent had 
then contained lefs than three thoufand 
fhekels, what had been the hire of each of 
thefe foldicrs? —And the hx^ovy^oiGehazi^ 
Hezekiahy and many other paflages of the 
Old Tejldmenty plainly prove the talent to 
have been of a confiderablc wcigh^ 

Another plain point is, that Davi4 
mull haye left immenfe treafures for building 
the temple, from thp yaft numJDer of work- 
men imployed and maintained for that 
fervice, for eleven years : four years in pre- 
paring the materials, and {gvcix in putting 
them together. 

Hiram's feryants, hired at the rate of t wen- 
ty thoufand meafures of v^heat, and twenty 
thoufand meafures of barley, and twenty 
thoufand baths of wine, and twepty thoufand 
baths of oil, year by year j; thirty thoufand 

hewers 
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hewjcrs gf wqod^ in Lekajion (ten thoafancl 
of them in cpnftant implpyraent) ; feventy 
thqufand be^ers pf burdens; an4 fpurfcon% 
thpufand hewers of large and coftly ilones 
in the mountains ; ftones pf ten cubits, and 
ftones pf pight cul^its, f4we4 with faws, ajid 
joined with unparalleiled exadnefs; ai>d 
three thoufapd fix hundred pyeffecrs of tjiie 
.work ; that is, overfcers pf thofe who pre- 
pared materials for itj h^^dts Jive hundred 
and fifty y which bare rule over the people 
that wrought in the work (fays the text, 
I Kin^s i^. 23.) ; that is, which ovpr(^^y the 
execution of it j and twenty-four thoufand 
Juevites^ appointed to fet it forward, 1 Cbron. 
^xiii. ^. Add to all thefe, the workers of 
precipus ilpr^es, of ggld, and filver, and 
metals of all kinds. What vaft fuqs pf 
money muft have circulated through Jeru-^ 
falem^ from the wages qf fo many men every 
year ? And how prodigious muft the quan- 
tity pf gQl4 find filver, left by David^ be, 
wheji this tjreafure (fpr this only can account 
for it) enabled Solomon to give gold and filver 
in Jerufalem, as ftones ; as the facred text 
informs us he did (2 Chron. i. 15.) ? Add to 
this, the immcufe quantity of ip|id gold, 

which 
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which covered the intirc infide of the porch, 
the hdy^ and the My of holies^ and the upper 
diambers -f ; the ark, the mercy-feat, the 
cherubims, the altar of incenfe, and ten 
tables of fliewbread ; the ten candlefticks, 
and utenfils of all kinds, for the fervice of 
the temple, fuch as difhes, cups, Gfr. which 
yefephus computes to have been no hfs than 
four hundred and forty thoufand, erf" that 
metal ; befides many utenfils exprefly faid in 
thcfcripturcstobeof gold, fuch asfnuffers, 
lamps, tongs, and Ipoons, which Jofephus 
takes no notice of ; and befides all tbofe of 
filvcr^ which vvrere thirteen hu|idrcd and forty 
thoufand. 

Another plain point is, that the facrecj 
writers were very careful and exaft, in the 
accounts left iis, of the quantities of mqney 
contributed towards this work ; when they 
defcend even to the numb?i' of dfachrns pon-? 
^ributed above the number of talents. Nof 
IS there the leaft ground for fufpefting any 
error to have crept into the te;?f, or altera? 

• t T^/<?**^ tell us, (Jntiq. Kb. viil. cip. 3.) that the 
l^^ifJe haid another building over it, equal to it in itsi 
mealures. And therefore we may fairly conclude, that 
tihe v^er chamheri here- iboken ot Were ^e chambers of 
^t building. 

tion 
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tian to have ever been inacfe m Ac nunjeral 
WOtA^y denoting thj&fe quantities* 

Another plain poiat k^ that tljie ac-»: 
counts left iXs of the earlier ages of the wpf Id^ 
fufSciently evince them to have abowwied 
with gold. 'And hence, a$ fpme If^rned 
nien think^ was derived, the fabk.of the 
golden ag£. Hence the accounts left w of 
Midasy and Cmfus *, whofe treafures d 
gold (to fay nothing of filyer) were infiiiiite.; 
of Saluces ^ad Bfubofes ^^ Icings ^C^khiSy 
who had iatir^ chambers of. gold, heams^ 
and pqfts, and pillars of filwr. Hence the 
antient Arabia x\xok of Arabia Felix *pai>. 
ticujarly, wbofe gold was pureft, and in 
the grea|eft quantities, {2^ ,Diodortts Sictdus: 
jnforrns us, HL 3.) bartered gold fot ironu 
And the Maorobii^ a people of Ethiopia^ 
bound their fl^ves in chains qf gold, Hera^ 
dotuSy Hk J- A^d? above all, hence thafe* 
treafures oi.Sardanapalux J, which, from 
Ctejias\ acownt qf them^^ ^ve almoft i^tttt^ 

* Of whom Pliny fays. That they pofleffed an in- 
finite quantity of it j itf infinitum fojjederunty Kb. xs^iii. 

f Pliny^ ibid. 

j Who is fuppofed by fome learned men, to hare 
IiQcn king<^iVf«^i^, at the time of ?(»tfi&^s pretfcbing. . 

dible. 
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diblc. The mines of the earth ^cre then 
virgin, (as Pliny obferves) and many rivers 
gloried in golden fands, whofe wealth hath 
long fince been exhaufled; and therefore 
we are not to judge of the wealth of thofe 
ages by our own prefent poverty. 

Another point, which muft be con^ 
feffed, is this : that after David had £ni/hed 
his palace, and other buildings in Jerufakm^ 
which was early in his reign, he made no 
confiderable expeqce, that we know of, to 
the end of it ; for as to the maintenance of 
armies, which makes the great expeitce of 
other princes, I think it feems agreed among 
the learnt, that hiacoft him, in the ordinary 
courfe of things, nothing : each of the 
tribes fupplying and fupporting their own 
monthly courfes i a^d in all cafes of extra- 
ordinary levies, each man's portion o? the 
great fpoils taken from the enemy, did more 
than cjompenfatc for their pay. So that if 
David had any fore fources or funds of 

wealth, he had great opportunities of amaff- 
ing, and treafuring it up. 

The next point, then, to bcinq^uired into, 
isj What thofe fources were, from whence it 
w^ pbffible for David to drain fci much 

wealth ? 
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wealth ? And thefe arc confefledly four : 
hufbandry, war, trade, and tribute. 

I T is well known, that the wealth of the 
earlier ages originally confided in the plenty 
and goodnefs of the creatures, and fruits of 
the earth ; from the fale of which arofe^ 
in after-^es, their artificial wealth. Not 
can it be denied^ that David might have 
abounded in this natural wealth, from the 
advantage of a country remarkably fruitful, 
and ble^ed beyond all others, in a rich foil, 
and happy climate; and that he negledted no 
means to improve thefe advantages, may 
fairly, I think, be coUeAed from the account 
left us, (1, Chron. xxvii. 2 f , &c.) of the 
proper and diftindt officers appointed by him, 
over his treafures and ftore-houfes, of all 
forts ; in cities, fields, villages and caftles ; 
over the tillage of the earth, over the culture 
of the vineyards, and over their increafe for 
the wine-cellars ; over the olive-trees, and 
fycamore- trees *, in the lov/ plains; and 
over the cellars of oil ; over the herds that 
fed ia Sharon^ and over the herds in the 

* Or, as the Vulgate interprets the original word, 
ficetfl^ fig-yards» 

valleys ; 
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talleys; oyer the <:amels^ over the affes^ and 
over the flocks. 

From heilce it is natural and obvious to 
infer^ that David had a proper attention to 
all the parts and branches of huibandry. 
And it is eafy to imagine, what an immenf^ 
flow of wealth might be derived from this 
fingk Iburce, in the courfe of thirty or forty 
years; in a rich country, part bordering, 
and part extended, upon a fea coaft^ where 
the trade and weahh of the whole world 
then rentred. 

The neart fource of £)^w/s wealth, was 
war J which fome learned men have ima^ 
gined to be fo rich a one, as were fingly 

fofficient to account for all the wealth David 

* 

left behind him. 

As the eaftem nations abounded ingoldj 
it is fufEciently evident, from tlie earlieft 
accounts left us of thofe nations, that they 
abounded in ornaments at lead of that metal, 
When they went to battle. This is apparent 
from the eighth chapter of "Judges --y from 
whence wc learn, that the Midianites not 
only wore ear^-rings of gold themfelves, but 
like wife adorned,with chainsof gold, the necksl 
of their camels. We learn alfo, from Numbers 

xxxi. 
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xxxi. that when Ifrael firft conquered the 
MidianiteSy the captains of thcmfands, and 
captains of hundreds, brought an oblation 
to God, of the fpoil taken fcom the enemy, 
and fudi as every man amongft them had 
gotten, (ver. fo. and f^.) jewels of gold, 
chains and braicdets, i^ngs^ ear-rings, and 
tablets ; making in the whok fizteen thou« 
fand feven hundred and fifty ibekels* It is 
true, that as they took the fpoil of the whole 
osuntry, cities, caftles/ men. and women, 
but a finali part of this treafure can be placed 
to the fcore of the men flain in battle. Bnt 
it IB as true, that if the Ifraelite men of war, 
who then went to battle^ offered only the 
five hundredth part of their (hare of the gold 
taken from Midian, as they offered only 
the five hundredth part of the beeves, afies, 
and fheep ; the treafure of gold then taken 
in that country amounted, in the whole, to 
a very great fum -, for but half of the whole 
iell to their fliare. And if this one vidory 
brought in fo great a treafure, we may eafily 
imagine, what immenfe wealth muft be 
raifed from David's many vidories over 
nations much richer. 

But 
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But befides the pirfonal ornaments worii 
by thofe who went to battle, it is beyond all 
doubt, that the eaftern nations always adorned 
their weapons, and utenfils of war, with the 
richeft metals. And in thofe nations where 
gold abounded^ andiron was little known, 
there is no queftion but the weapons them* 
felves were of gold : as Plity gives us 
to underftand, that thofe of the antient 
Gauls were. And when we leara from the 
hiftory of David ^ that the Syrians^ whom 
he fubdued, and flew in fuch vaft multitudes, 
wore fhields of gold, can we doubt, whe- 
ther their quivers, handles of their fwords, 
&c. were not of the fame metal ? He was 
vidtorious, in about twenty battles, over the 
rich^ft enemies in the world, from the Red-- 
feay to hejoviA, Mount Libanus i^ zad from 
the Euphrates^ to the Mediterranean fea. 
To what an incredible fum muft the per fonal 
fpoils, the rich arms, the military chefts,> 
and* the gods of gold and filvcr ^, (always 

t 

* Pfal, cxv, 4. Their idols are Jilver and gold. And 
-PfaL cxxxv. 15. jfs for the images of the heathen J they 
are hutftlver and gold. And we karn from the eighth and 
feventeenth chapters of fhe book of Judges, that wheii 
the Ifraelites fell into the hcatheii idoktry, thty alfd 
made them in>^ge5 of gold and filver. 

carried 
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carried to battle with them) of fuch infinite 
multitudes, amount ? And, in all probability, 
the fpoils of their cities and countries,, to a 
much greater. To fay nothing of the fpoils 
taken from the PbiliJiineSy Amakkites^ and 
others, even before he came to the crown. 

The next fource of David's wealth, was 
trade, . - 

Solomon, we know; made no con- 
quers : yet had he two ports upon the Red^ 
fea ; Elotby and Ezion-ge^r^ in the land of 
Edom. David conquered Edomy about the 
time that he fubdued the Syrians^ 2 Sam. 
viii. I4« Confequently, thofe ports, and 
perhaps others, were in his hands. And 
therefore we may eafily credit Eupolemus *, 
when he tells us, that David fent fhips 
with miners to Urpbe^ an ifland in the Red-^ 
feay which had mines of gold : a relation, 
which is fufficiently confirmed, by the ac-^ 
count left us, of David's giving three thou- 
fand talents of gold, his own private pro- 
perty, pure gold of Opbir^ (which doubtlefs 
is the Urpbe of Eupolemus) to the building of 
the temple. Nor. is it any way probable, 

* Eufeb. Praepar. lib. ix. 

Vol. III. T that 
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diat he had no (hare in the trade of the Me» 
diterranean^ when fuch a length of its richeft 
trading coaft was in his own hands. What 
profits he derived from thefe branches of 
trade, is impoflible to fay ; but I think it 
highly probable, from the nature of die 
thing, that they were very confiderable^ and, 
poilibly, immenfe. But whether his trade 
were ib^ or no^ it is undoubtedi that his 
tribute was. 

SoLoMoN had no wars/ made no cen^ 
quefts, or acquifitions oi territory ^ ; except 
that of the fingle city of Gezer^ conquered 
for him, and be^owed upon hkn by Pbaraok 
And therefore Davids tributary revenues 
will befl be eftimated by thofe of Spiomot^ 
And what thofe were, may be e^ftimated 
two vsFays : firft. From the accounts left us 
of the e:^pences he made : And^ fecondly^ 
From the pafrticular mention made cf the 
revenues paid in to him annually. 

As to the firft of thefe : If we fuppafe 
the expences of David's and S&Iomon^s t^ks 

f It is indeed faid, 2 Chron. viii. 3. That he went 
to Hamath-:zohfihj and prruailed agatn/t 'it j but this I 
take to be rather the recovery of a revolted city, than a 
new cohquefti 

to 
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to have been exadtiy the fame, (which moft 
certainly they were not) and eftimate only 
the furplus expences of Solomon y in his build- 
ings, his cities, his houfes, and their furni- 
ture, his women^ his horfes, and chariots, 
(which would require volumes to explain) 
we fball foon he fatisfied, to what an in>. 
menfe fum they muil amount ; and confe-* 
quently , what an incredible fum David mud 
have faved and amafled, by his oeconomy, in 
the courfe of fo many yeare. 

I N • the next place : his tribi>tes may be 
ellimated from the richnefs and extent of the 
dominions fubjedt to him s Edomy all the 
ArabiaSy and Syrias^ both on this, and the 
other fide of Euphrates *, and the Palejiine 
coail. 

The mines of Punon or Phinon^ mEdom^ 
9S thofe of Palejiine^ hinted at by Mofes^ 
f)euf. xxxiii. were famed even to the days 
of the chriftian martyrs, condemned to them. 
The Arabians^ Pliny calls the richeft na- 
tions ^. And we have al/eady feen, from 
'Diodorus Siculus^ that Arabia Felix yielded 
the pureft gold, and in the greateft quantity^ 

♦ 2 Sam. X. i6, 19. 

f Gentes ditijjimay lib, vi. cap., 28. 

T 2 And 
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And as to the Syrias^ their riches will befl 
be eflimated by the golden fhields of Ha-- 
dadezer's army. Here then are funds enough 
of wealth, fufHcient for any demand. And 
yet David certainly had others, as appears 
from the accounts of Solomons annual in- 
come, found in i Kings x. 14, 15. viz. 
Six hundred three/core andjix talents of gold y 
befides that he had of the merchant-men^ and 
of the traffick of the fpice-merchants^ and of 
all the kings of Arabia ^ and of the governors 
of the country. 

That David j then, had fources enough 
for all the treafure he left behind him, is, I 
think, out of all doubt. 

If it be objcfted, That this expence is 
difproportioned to the work ; I anfwer, firft. 
That no man I ever met with, except 
VilalpanduSy (and fuch as think after him) 
hath ever computed the vaftnefs of the work : 
nor will any man, I believe, ever conceive 
a right idea of it, who doth not carefully 
confider what he (and Lamy after •him) hath 
faid upon that fubject. In the mean time, let* 
any man but think of the treafures of fruit, 
wood, incenfe, corn, wine and oil, (to omit a 
thoufand other things) annually depofited in 

the 
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the temple j and the vaft, number of priejisy 
Le^ntes^ guards, porters, attendants, and 
officers of all kinds, lodged in it — r and I 
am fure he will not think all Vilalpandui'% 
cellarages more than fufficiept for the one ; . 
nor all his apartmfents more than neceffary 
for the otlier. 

I N the next place : We are not to imagine, 
that all the flone and wood, hewn for that 
fervice, were expended upon it ; for we are 
pxprefly told, that Solomon made cedars to. 
ke in Jerufakm as the fycamores^ that are 
in the vales ^. for abundance. And we may be 
well aflured, that nonis but the very choice 
of both kinds, were ufed in the temple. 
And di«fe, perhaps, were not more than one 
half of the whole. 

But there are two points of the laft im- 
portance, towards reconciling and determin- 
ing this controverfy , which none of the 
critics, that I have met with,' have ever 
confidered. 

The firft is, that in all jheir compu- 
tations of expence, no allowance hath been 
ipade for the precious ftor\es, with which 
the infide oif the temple was adorned (fuch 
as diamonds, rubies, &c.)*j and which, if 

T 3 they 
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they then bore any proportion to the price 
they bear now, will fufliciently account for 
any expencc that can wdl be imagined. And 
therefore, if we fliould agree with the learned 
Brerewoody that David left treafurc enough 
to build the walk of the body of the temple 
of folid filver, and roof with gold, yet when 
we confider what great portions oi the cmc^ 
and immenfe maflcs of the other, might gd 
to the purchafe of one fingle precious ftone, 
we cannot take upon us to pronounce ai^y 
film more than fufficient for fiich an' ex-* 
pence. 

The f^xt point, of great importance id 
i^econcile this controverfy , is. That, in fad, 
all the trtafure left by David^ was not ex- 
pended upon the building of the temple* 
This appears dearly, from the feventli chap- 
ter of the firft book of Kings ^ verfe 51. 
wher€ it is exprefly faid, S0 wds ended dltb^. 
work that king Sehmon mad$ for theHoupf. 
of the Lord : and Solomon brought in the, 
things which Dai>id his father had dediM/^d; 
eijen the fiver and the gotdy and the veffetsi 
did he put among the treafures of the houje 
of the Lord. 

I THINK 
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I TkiNK it. plain, tl^at vrhtn David h 
faid to have prepared for the houfc of the 
I-rORD an hundred tboufand talents of gold^ 
and a thoufand thoufand talents of filver, &c^ 
the whole of his treafure, whether in coin, 
or otfaerwifc, is there recounted ; and that 
there remained a furpbfage of that provifion^ 
to be depofited in the treafures of the tem- 
ple, after the work was finifhed^ is evident 
from the paflage laft quoted. 



C H A P, XX. 

Adonijali fets up as Heir apparent td 
the Throney and aj[ert$ his Claim to 
it. Upon hearing of whichy D a vin 
^tf^xSolonion to be anointed King. 

* » 

Y^VAVI D was now fer advanced in years, 
JL^ and the infirmities of age were fallen 
heavy upon him« The flreng^h of nature 
was ib far abated in him, that cloaths could 
not keep him warm in his bed. His phyfi- 
Clans thecelore advifed. That a fair and 
youthful vicgln ibould be fought for, who 

T 4, nwght 
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might lie in his bofom, and cherifh his vital 
heat ; the natural warmth of a young, 
healthful, human body, being (as phyficians 
obferve) beft fitted for that end, both in kind 
and degree. 

I F it be afked, How the beauty of the 
perfon to be employed to this purpofe, was 
concerned in Davids health ? I anfwer^That 
the beauty here required is, evidently, beauty 
of complexion : which, as it indicates the 
health and temperament of the. body, might 
be of importance in this cafe, Poffibly too, 
as David was very beautiful himfclf, they 
fought for fome perfon of complexion and 
conftitution likeft to his own ; and of con- 
fequence, beft fuited, and mofl congenial to 
it. And therefore the cavillers at this part 
of David's conduft are as far from being 
able naturaliils in this refpeift, as they are 
cafuifts in -many others. And I will be 
bound to fay, that if David had taken any 
other method of recovering, and keeping up, 
the vital flame ; by wine, for inftance, high 
diets, and cordials, or any other imaginable 
way; they would have found all: thofe me- 
thods at leafl as , exceptionable, as this. 
jibijhqg the Sbunamite was fouijd, an4 

thought 
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thought proper for this purpofe j and was, 
accordingly, admitted into the number of 
Daviifs wives, but not known by him* 

Concubinage was not then deemed 
criminal: and it will, I hope, be thought no 
very wild paradox, to venture to furmife, 
that a modeft man can, with kfs relucSbance, 
fufFer his infirmities to be relieved by a wife, 
than by any other mortal. And therefore I 
greatly fear, that thofe gentlemen who quar^ 
rel with David upon this fcore, are little 
refined, either in that virtue, or the more 
elegant decencies of life. 

Adonijah, Davids cldeft fon, after 
jibfahm^ (but by another wife) beautiful too, 
and popular like him, took advantage of his 
father's infirm ftate j affumed the airs, and 
fet up the equipage, of heir apparent to the 
throne : He prepared chariots and horfemen^ 
and fifty mein to run before him ; and gave 
out openly, 4hat he would be king : although 
he could not but know, that Solomon was 
defigned for that dignity, both by David^ 
and God himfelf. 

David had nobody to blame but him- 
felf, for this mifcondud in his fon : it was 
his own ^xceiTiye indulgence, which infpired 

this 
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this extravagance : foi^.the text tells us, diat 
hUJnfber bad not difplea/kd bim at an^ time^ 
in faying^ Wly bi^ ibou done fif Strange 
lyeaknds in parental and crodtj to their 
dodldren^ tp fufEer tHetn to become incorri^ 
gjiMb in .error, or inveterate io vied, rather 
than i!:eftrain and chdck them, whilft cor^ 
yeiftioii; is kindncfe ! 

Adqnijar had gained two v^ry con^ 
itderaUje men to his party ; Joak^ the cap-* 
tain of the hoft, 2nd.^iafhar the prieft : 
and when things \vere. fufficientljr prepared, 
iummoned his partizaqa to a great entertain-r 
mcnt, (poffibly under the pfetewce.of a fa- 
crifice) near the ftonc Zobeletby by the 
famed fountain of Burrogel^ not far front 
Jerufakm : vrhere^ in the midft of their 
Ceftivity and nurth,, they fctupkd not to 
treat lum as tlieir king. Bat Nathani 
the prophet was ileady to the appointmenbi 
of Providence^pprpiiounced by hisown mouthy 
and accordingly i|iformed j^tf/i&/!&«f^^ of th^ 
defign carried On a^aiofi: her fon s advifingj 
her to lofe no time in acquainting the king 
of it,; in order t{) prevent it j and letting her' 
know, that he himfelf would (|iuckly fe«* 
qptnd aiid fupport he^ upon that, head; 
"' / Batih 
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BatJjflxba obeyed the Uiisd mtinition, waited 
upon the king in the inilant, and pat hiffei 
in mind of his pros^ife rfo her^ confirmed by 
a: fdenm oath^ that Sotofmrij her fbn^ (hoiild 
rd^n after hiiri: whcreajs ih ideality -/4dli»* 
jah then reigned, alUiQo^ his'm^efty know 
HOthii^ of it; and was/ at that tnomentv 
openly entertaining his adhorcoti af a gftat 
£saft, vfith jT^.and Abiniiar at their 
head — - adding^ that the eyes of all Ifrael 
were then upon his ixi^^jy to know whoni 
he woold appdint to fucdeed hml in his 
throne^ Which if he fhould fail to do,. // 
Jhall cme^ to pkfs^ (fays lhe|- .when my lord 
the king jhaU Jleep with bi^ fathers^ that J, 
and myfanSikkmm^Jhalf h counted cffend^rs^ 
Whilft (he fpake, Nathan came in to the 
king \ and doixig obei£mce, asked. If he had 
appointed Admijab his focceflbr, withouff 
accinainting htm with his pbrj^ofe? Apd 
th&n proceeded to inform hank of the ihea* 
(ores taken fay Adonijab^ to raif e himfolf tq 
t;he throne. * 

When Nathan cams into the kiiig'^ pre^ 
{ence, Batijkeia retired : as^ Fliny telk ns^ 
CaciKui Rufus's wife c£d^ upon t&e adixiif^ 
ikon ^ any isuimate friend to berliosband^ 

although 
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although well fitted to (hare in all his 
fecrets. 

A s foon as Nathan had done fpeaking, 
David^ without nnaking him any anfwer, 
immediately ordered Batbjheba to be called 
in to him again. He was impatient to re- 
move her difquiet, and give her intire fatif- 
fs£6on in her complaint ; and therefore^ as 
foon as ever (he appeared, inftantly renewed 
his bath to her, that as he had folemnly 
iwom, that Solomon fhould fit upon his' 
^throne, he would perform his promife to her 
that very day. Upon the hearing of which, 
Batbjheba (faith the facfed writffr) bowed 
ivitb her face to the earthy and did reverence 
to the kingy and f aid ^ Let my lord king Da-^ 
vid live for ever. 

Nathan had now retired from the 
king's prefence, upon Batbjheba'^ approach, 
as fhe had done before, upon his; but was 
quickly called back again, with Zadok the 
prieft, and Benaiab the fon of Jehoiada^ 
captain of the Cberethites and JPeletbites^ 
whom David commanded to take Solomon 
his fon, and fet him upon his own mule, 
and attend him with liis own life*guard, and 
condud him to Gibon-, where ZadoJt the 

priefl:, 
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prieft, and Nathan the J>rophet, (hould 
anoint him king over Ifrael^ and then pro- 
claim him king by found of trumpet : after 
which they were to retiim to yerufakm^ 
and place him upon the throne. 

T o this command ^ Benaiab anfwercd, 
Amen\ and added a prayer. That God would 
ratify his choice, fupport Solomon as he did 
David y and exalt his throne above the 
throne of David. 

Accordingly Solomon was immedi-** 
ately mounted upon jDj'z;/Ws mule, and at- 
tended by Zadok and Nathan^ the Chere^ 
thites and PelefhiteSy and other officers of 
the king, to Gihon ; and there anointed 
king, with the facred oil depofited in the 
tabemaclei And they blew the trumpet; 
and all the people fhouted out, God fave 
king Solomon ! And all the people (fays the 
text) came up after him^ and the people piped 
mtb pipeSy and rejoiced with great joy^ fo 
that the earth rent with the found of them. 

The noife of this rejoicing reached Ado^ 
nijaby and his guefts, towards the clofe of 
their entertainment : and Joaby upon hear- 
ing the found of the trumpet, cried out. 
Wherefore is this noife of the city being in an 

uproar? 
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uproar? And as he asked the queftion^ 

Jonathan die fon of Ahwtbar die prieft 

came, in the inftant^ with the unwelcome 

jicws of Davids having made Solomon king, 

with the circumftaoces ahready related ^ ami 

added/ that he was then asfbiaUy upim the 

thfone, receiving the conipliments and coii« 

gratulations of Ifrael: moreover, that Zfc^ 

vid% Servants haA aifo congratulated him 

upon that occafion; befceching God, Aat 

he would make\he name of Solomon better 

than his name ; and the throne of Solomon^ 

greater than his throne. Upon the hearing 

of which, David bowed himielf upon the 

bed, in prayer and thankfgiving to God, 

who had given him a fbn, to fit upon his 

throne, under the fingiilar iatisfe<aion of 

beii^ himfelf witnefs to the honour and 

bounty beftowed upon him. 

Upon hearing this furprifing relation, 
Jidonijah znd his guefts, ftruck with terror, 
(for nothing is more cowardly or confufedy 
than an anticipated rebel) quickly difperfed. 
jidenijab^ confcious of his crime, lied %o the 
altar, and the reft to their feveral houfes. 

News was quickly brought to S^/iaiww, 
That Adonijah had l^id hold- on the horns of 

the 
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the altar» and would not ftir thence^ 'till 
Sulomon ihoqld fwear to fpare \m life : u|K}fi 
bearing of which> Soimon immediately de^ 
dared, That if hp behaved himfelf^ for th^ 
liiture, ^ a worthy man, a hair of his head 
fhould not be touched; but if wickednefs 
<were fauAd in him> he iboul4 die. 

XJfon ihi^ alTumncQ, Adonijah waited 
Upon the king, and fubmitted himfelf to 
him : and Svitmon fent him to his owa 
faoufe in peace. 



CHAP. XXL 

i/tf fieri IXgrefimy being an Ejft^ 
upon the CharaSier of Bathfheba. 

UPON perafing the hiftory of David's 
fall, I found almofl: every commen* 
tator I met with, fevcre upon the charaAer 
of Batbfi>eba : £bme treating her (at leaft in 
their infinuations) as a light and lewd wo- 
man ; others, a; fwayed by ambition in her 
commerce with David-, and all, as an hy- 
pocrite, in mourning foi: her husband. 

On 
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On the other bmd, I found her, after 
this, the wife of a great and wife king ; the 
mother of a great and wife king ; and re^ 
motely the mother even of the Messiah. 
Upon farther inquiry, I found her honoured 
by that great and wife king, her husband, 
with the fureil marks of true friendfhip and 
efteem, in the decline of life, when paiiion 
tould make no part of their commerce. I 
found her honoured, in a very diftinguilhed 
manner, by that great and wife kmg her 
fon *, when he was in full pofleffion of the 
fupreme power ; and confequently when no 
fufpicion of intereft could abate the merit 
of his -duty -f, I found that father com* 
manding his fon to liften to the wife abd 
falutary monitions of his mother: and I 
found precepts, faid to be of that mother^ 

♦ I Kings ii. 19. And the king rofe up to meet ber^ 
and bowed himfelf unto her^ and fit down w bis tbrone^ 
and caufed a feat to be fetfor tbe king* 5 motber j andjho 
fat on his right-band. 

f If it be urged, that Solomon*^ fubfequent behaviour 
to his mother, in relation to her petition in favouir of 
j/donijaby is not refpeftful j I anfwer, by owning, that 
he there breaks out into a paiiion, which neither be^ 
came him as a king, or as a fon : but it muft at the 
fame time be admitted, that this paiHon was fubfequent 
to a treatment of his mother full of diftinguiflied re- 
fpefl and efteem. 

and 
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and recorded by that fon, perfedlly tallying 
With thofe monitions. And from thence I 
concluded, as all antient critics, and moft 
moderns have done, that the mother of 
Lemuel was ^atbjheba. Is it poffible, I then 
meditated with njyfelf, that fuch a father, 
and fuch a foh, could be deceived in the 
character of that woman, for a courfe of 
years? Or if they were, could the eye of 
Providence miftake her ? 

I THEN revolved her hiftory from the 
beginning, with the utmoft care and exadl- 
nefs I was capable of; and ferioufly acknow- 
ledge, (it may be, to the (hame of my faga- 
city) that I never could find any thing in it, 
on which to ground the Icaft cenfure or 
fufpicion of levity or lewdncfs, of hypocrify 
or ambition. 

It was not her fault, that (he was fair; it 
' was no crime, in a hot clime, and in the 
clofe of the day, to bathe hcrfelf, for cool- 
nefs and cleanlinefs, if not for legal pollutions. 
Suppofe fhe did this in her garden, (which I 
verily believe (he did not) the hiftory of 5^- 
fan nay alady no way blemifhed in her cha- 
ra^er of chaftity, (hews this pradlice not 
uncuftomary in that country, nor any way 

Vol. III. U accounted 
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accounted crimlhal. Doth it appear, that {he 
was reduced by inordinate appetite, or by 
any views of ambition, to violatfe her duty 
to GoD) and her husbknd ? Not in the leau. 
Had thefe been her incitements, quite other 
meaifures had been taken; the intercourfe 
had then been tranfaded in fecrecy, and by 
a (ingle meflcnger. The truth is, David% 
paflions were too unruly to brook delay : 
the text tells us, befent tntjfengers^ and took * 
her (there was ijo time allowed either for 
temptations or terms); and had criminal com- 
merce with her. More than this we know 
not J but that Jhe fanSitfied herfelf from ber 

pollution^ and returned to berhoufe In 

the original it is, And Jhe fanBifying ber-* 
felf &c. And it is remarkable, that this 
adlion is cxprcfled in a form of conjugation, 
which implies diligehce and folicitude. Now^ 
fuppofe this word to (ignify no more than 
her care and anxiety to be purified from 
the legal pollution of her commerce with 
Davidy is there no prefumption of religious 
impreffions, of a fenfe and abhorrence of 

♦ A word that fometimes vxv^it&fircey in the SctI- 
ptures^ and always an incapacity x>f rdiftance in the 
thing taken. 

guilt. 
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guilt, in th^t folicitude? Copfideringit merely 
^s a ceremonial, David was bound to it, as 
welL as flie : Why then are the Scriptures 
filent upon this head, with regard to him? 
Certainly they >yould not, if he had ex- 
preCed the fame foljicitude. The reader will 
make his own inferences. 

I T is evident enough, that David's paf- 
iipn ^a,s not indulged to fatiety, nor fol- 
lowed with averfion ; he forced her not 
fropi hun^ as jimnon did Tamar. Had plea- 
fure or ambition been her purpofe, (he could 
not have wanted prqtencejs, fufficiently plau- 
fible, for continuing it longer; perhaps for 
goin^ no more to her own houfe. 

What followed next? Bathjhe6a found 
herfelf pregnant : Did ihe take that occafion 
to tem|>t David anew, to continue or re-f 
peat the criminal commerce ? (Did ever a 
fairer occafion offer ?) Quite otherwife ; fhe 
feems carefully to have kept out of his 
fight ; and only fent to let him know her 
condition : Could modefty do more ? For my 
own p^rt, I fee not the leaft traces of levity 
or lewdnefs in this conduft : I imagine I fe^ 
in it the fure marks of injured and diflrefiTed 
innocence. . 

U 2 And 
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And here let me be allowed to obferve^ 
that this conduct in David and Batbjheba 
is perhaps as ftrong an inflance of refined 
virtue as ever was known : A man feduced 
by too ftrong a temptation to one adt of 
guilt, and from that moment religioufly abf- 
taining from one repetition of it (the like- 
ing and the defire ftill continuing) ; nay, 
when he knew it could not be aggravated, 
with regard to Uriah ; when he knew, that 
Batbjheba wias with child! Would to God, 
that all or any of thofc, who infult David's 
fall, could glory in any thing like this abfti- 
nence and fclf-denial! For my own part, 
I own, I have no idea of any thing more 
refined in religion, or more heroic in virtue. 
To be above the reach of temptation, is to 
be more than the fons of jidam ; but reli- 
gioufly and fteadily to abftain from every 
occafion of it, is the furefl charader of th^ 
fons of God. 

It mufl be owned, there is fomething 
very furprifing in Uriah's never once feeing 
his wife, when David fent for him to court. 
But as the facred writers fhew this only iii 
'the light of an herbic rcfolution in him, I 
ihall not tak&upoi> me to contemplate upon 

it 
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it in any other but this. That the hand of 
God was evidently in it, in order to bring 
DavWe fecret guilt to public infamy, for 
rcafons beft known to infinite wifdom. All 
that I have more to add, is only to obferve, 
that if Bathjheba was innocent, (as I verily 
believe {he was) the providence of God was 
fingularly gracious to her, in guarding her 
from the diftrefs of fuch an interview. 

I T is, I think, agreed on all hands, that 
Bathjheba had no (hare in her husband's 
murder, nor wa^ in any degree privy to it ; 
ihe probably thought he fell by the com- 
mon fate of war : and therefore, when the 
Scriptures inform me, that fhe mourned for 
him, upon the news of his death, I cannot 
refine fo far, as to pronounce ihe did not do 
fo, fcrioufly and fincerely. Uriah was a 
brave man, and if he behaved himfelf with 
the fame honour and fidelity to his wife, 
as he did to his prince, his country, and 
his religion, (and furely the prefumptiop, 
that he did, is ftrong in his favour) he was 
well intitled to her higheft efieem. To in- 
jure, or jio indignity to, fuch a man, even 
by force, were matter of fufficient concern 
to a generous and an upright fpirit j and to 

U 3 refiea 
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rcflcft upon having done it, unforgiven, the 
greateft aggravation of diftrcfs. 

W H E N the time of her mourning was 
over, David took her to his houfe, and Jhe 
became bis wife : had he deemed her a light, 
or a libertine woman, he would, in all pro* 
bability^ not have placed her in the palace ; 
or placed her there under a lower chara<5ter. 
Nor can I imagine why he ihouW diftin- 
guifli her in this manner, unkfs from a 
principle of repairing, to the otmoft of bis 
power, the injury lie had done her. Afti 
it is remarkable, that there is no menticfti 
made of any other wife taken by David 
after this (except Mijhag^ who was not 
taken to any of the purpofes of marriage) \ 
nor does it at all appear from the Scr^tores, 
that he had any other child, ty any othfer 
' woman, after this ♦. 

T o all this may be added, That whtn 
God fent Nathan to rebuke David for his 
guilt, there was no (hare of the ^goilt chargtd 
upon Bathjheba. Now we learn from the 
hiftory of j45&^^ and Jezebel^ that when two 

♦ tt is indeed faid, i Chron, lii. 5. Yhefi four by 
Bath-jhua^ the daughter of AmmieL Tlien immediately 
fblk>ws., Ihiar alfo^ &c. without mention of any other 
mother. Why then might not thcfe be the fame ? 




pcrfons fliarcd in the fame gjuilt, and God 
feijit his propl^ets to rebuke .it, it was not 
the vray of thofe prophets to reprove one 
priminal, and leave the other uhcenfured^ 
yezebeL who contrived the murder of Na-^ 

^Ot/iy 1^ Wd?^4 ^P 1^9^ ^}$^^^ ^f^ ^^ 

4tbie judgments of Gop denounced againft 
it ; hut ^^^, who concurred * iij it, had 
alfo his (hare to the full. Now Nathan was 
fp ^r from ceiifuring l^^tjjjhfbay thajt he 
|)laccs ^?r rather in a hg}\t|>f innbcence: 
^nd indeed what ^n be an aptcr emblefli of 
innocence, than a littie lamb ? And for my 
own part, I (haU not pretend to fpe morp 
clearly into this affair than J^athan did. 

But wliat coi^ipletes the charaiSer of 
Bath/f)eba^ is her own advice to her fop, and 
his encomium upon her {Prov. jtxxi.) : the 
iirftihews her a wife wonxan ; and the fe- 
cond, an excellent wife, in ^very circurp- 
ftan<:e of that,ch?t»<3^cr +. Solomon tells us, 

in 

-* I Kings xxi* 

f I know fomc modern critics have, ccMitrarjr to the 
vmnimdus judgment and tradition of lall antiquity, 
laifedftMncfcrupIes upon this, head.; as if Lemuel wtrc 
not SaUmoHy but iomt other Jkiqg, iJbey know not who. 
I have examined tfaem> with all the car^ and candour 1 
am capable of, and conclude ^pon the whole, that thf ir 
obJe£i:ions w^re fuch, asmjr readers of b^.undcr(|fi^* 

U4 ing 
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• ■ « 

in the fourth chapter of his Troverbs^ ^% th^ 
third vcrfc, that he was tender and only be- 
loved in the fight of bis mother : and the 
beginning of the lefture \o Lemuel^ in thi^ 
chapter^ {JPro/v^ ?^^l- ^•) where his mother 
breaks out, at once ' into fuch excefs of ten-^ 
dernefs, What^ myfon?--'-' thefon of my idqmbf 

thefon of my vows? — r is, to me, a fine 

comment upon that paflage. 

David had admonifhed his fon CProv, 
vi. 20, Gfc.) * to keep the commandment of 
his father y and not forfake the law of bis 

ing would be little obliged to me, citker foe retailn)| 
or refuting — I fhall bafely mention; that ofgrcatw 
weight : it is thus ; That his mother, thrice in thiis chap- 
ter, when ihe calls hun her fo>n, nlakes ufe of the word 
har^ to expreis it by ; a word no-.where ufed throughoiit 
the whole Old Tcllament, except in the twelfth verfe. 
Thisr tW IS the fttength of dfe objefiidn — That Soltr 
man cannot he.Limuily beca^ie LemuePs ipothec cafls 
him fon, by a word which no facred writer eVer made 
ufe of before, except 5^/wftf«^ fether, updnajike oc- 
cafion. Befides, the very name fuffipicntly fhe^ -tfmiif// 
to be Solomon ; for Lemuel fighifies belonging to God: And 

' io whom can this poifibly be applied fo properly as to 
Solomon^ to whom God exprefly dedared hcf would be 
a father? zSam.yii. 14. • - . f 

* As critics have confidered the firft nine chapters, of 

- the Proverbs yoriy is a pre&ce to what is properly ^1^ 
the book of Proverbs, t3ie attentive reader will £od ^I 
the precepts, from ihe be^nni|ig of the finirth chapter 
to the end of the ninth; to be only recitals of David^s 

inftru£Uons to bis fon Solomon. , ', * 

'< . ...■••.-••' 

mother. 
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mother ^ &c. Fcr (vcr. 13.) the ctmmandment 
^{^ys ht) is a Jamp^aHd tie law is light ^ and 
reproofs of inftruSlion are the ways oj life^ 
fo keep thee frotif the evil woman"-'^ And 
can th^re \>c a greater untformicy than be«^ 
twixt that monition, ^d this ; Give not thy 
Jlrength unto wpmen^ nor thy '{vays to that 
which dejiroyeth ' kings ? And may not the 
irepropfs. that follow, j^Aly be intitled r^? 
proofs of inftrudtion ? 

When thefe reproofs of inftruSlion arte 
recited, then follows a poem in praife of an 
accomplifhed woman : and furely nothing 
can be more natural than the judgments of 
Ithe beft critics upon it ; that Lemuel here 
charaAerizes his mother, in a poem written 
in honour of her : and if this mother be 
JBath/hehay as I think there is little doubt 
but it is, then is her conduct to Uriah fully 
juftified, in thpfe words : ^e heart of her 
husidffd doth fafely truft in her^ fo that he 
Jball have no need of JPqU. This feems to 
me, pcculiairly xq charajflterize the prudent 
and faithful wife pf ^ generous foldier ; the 
husband of fuch ^ wife was under po pe- 
ce0ity of enriching himfelf by the vices of 
bfs profeffipn^ her frugal an4 prudent 

fiianage^ 
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nuw^efncDt . of his afEurs would andqabu 
edl^. 4o it : and wI;io knows but this re^ 
fic&ion might ^ave been added to wipe off* 
tome afperfioq^ ca^ upon Batbfbtba ? efpe^ 
oajlj when we confider the woj^ tlut im? 
laoedi^telx follow, which acj^uft her of fifty 
Ajitre in the gu^lt of his death : She mil 4p 
bim ^ood^ and not evil, all the 4ays qf his 
Mfe. 

If thefe rcafonings be ri^t, (and I aai 
^gFeady deceived, if they be not) then Xdtunk, 
£iir from vilifying the chara&er of Batjbjbelta, 
hot foa may be fairly juflified^ in concludb- 
.ing of her^ as hp does, Vjer. 2p, &c. Ma^ 
4^tlgbter5 have done virtuoufl^, but tbef^ 
'tPf€fU(ft them all. Favour is deceitful^ and 
^iH/^j vain ; but a woman that fear etb the 
Jjor4j fie Jhall be fraifed : give her of the 
fr^t of her handsy and let her own wr^i 
fraife her in the gates. 
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c H A p. xxn. . 

David eailt an AffemMy of bis Pw- 
; fk, inMtb 80I0WKM1V Eie&iort to 

thelthrom h comfii'med, HisSpeBchf 
• and'Tbanl^ivif^ to Qo d, upon that 

"Occafion, His lifft InftrucHom to 

his SonScAomoXL 

■ *■ . . 

WHETHER Dauit^ r^ntmeat at 
Adomjab'^ kte -8titerapl apoa the 
crown, or the Joy ooitoeived bjr hina at 
fcehig his fon Sohtnm ioated upon the 
dirpne^ and G o d's promifes to him^ and 
his own to Bathjheba^ fo happily ftillilled^ 
roufed him from his languor, and gave a 
liew fpriag to his blood; or whether his 
diforder wfts one of thofe loads^ under which 
ianguid Jiature icxxietimes labours, until, 
aided by exterior vital wtarmth^ it is enabled 
'. no throw it ofFj (inflaooes of wihich are ^weli 
^own in tbe world, .and famed in Jbiftory) 
ive caaeinot fsifi ^ >ar^ only informod thus 
fxc i That -he recov^ired his Arength andrfpi- 
dts to fuch a degree, helEoK lie died> 4is to 
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be able to call an aflembly of his people,^ 
and get his ele^on of Solomon to the 
throne confirmed in it. 

This affembly was compofed of ^aH ordc'rt 

and degrees pfmcnof eminence in the nation, 

bpthciril and military: David (faith the text^ 

aJfmBledall the princes of Ifrael^the princes of 

the tribes^ and the captains of the con^anies 

that minijiered to^tbe king iy cdurfe^ and the 

captains over the thoufands^ and the captains 

over the hundreds^ and the Jiewards over all the 

Juhjianee and poffejion of the king, and of t^ 

Jons ^ v)ith thf officers, and with the migf>iymen^ 

and wth all the valiant men^ into Jerufalem. 

Wh e n they were convened, David ad-^ 

drcflcd himfelf to them in a/ fpeech, the 

moft natural and unlaboured of any I have 

ever met with ; but at the fame time, as 

every fentence in it flows clearly from the 

'fulneft of his heart, every thing he' fays 

• affeds and interefts the hekrer, ^and q^rries 

" him diredtly into all the fpcaker's views. 

To do juftice to this oration, I (hould 
trarifcribe it in tire ; but I chofe rather to 
feleCt fome few paflTages fitom it, that fo, by 
raifirig the unfcriptural reader's curiofity; I 
pay fend him with more- cagernefs to Aq 
briginal, I t 
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I T is probable^ that the king had a throne 
eredted in the aiTembly, and that he and his 
fon fat together upon it : although the facred 
hiilorian informs us no further, than that 
^avid the kingjlood up upon his feet^ and 

Jaid Hear me^ my brethren^ and my 

peoph. 

When he had thus engaged their at-^ 
tention, by thefe kind compellations ;* he 
proceeds to teU them, That he had it in his 
heart to build an houfe of reft, for the Ark 
of the covenant of the Lor d, and for a 
foot-ftool for his and their Goo ; and had 
made preparations accordingly; but was ex^^- 
preily prohibited by God to proceed in the 
work, (becaufe he had been a man of war^ 
and had (bed blood) who had chofen his fon 
Solomon to carry it on, and complete it ; 
with folemn affurances of eftablifhing his 
throne, if he continued in his duty and 
obedience. And, forafmuch as the happi** 
nefs of his people was nearly interefted in 
his eftabliihment, he proceeds to apply him- 
felf to them in the following manner : 

Now therefore^ in the fight of all Ifrael^ 

the congregation of the Lordy and in the 

audience of our God^ keep^ andfeekfor^ all 

♦ the 
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the cMulundmrnts tf thi l/ir4 ymr Gtd -, 
that ye may pQjffifs this good A7%A imd kaiie 
it for M inbcritance tvyour ckildren sfttr 
you, for ever. 

Thbk turniog to his fon^ with t noUe 
ipoftjrc^he -*^<*« jind tbou^ Salomen nt/ fon^ 
know thou the God of thy father^ and forvt 
bim mtb aperfod hearty and with a wilting 
mind: for the Xjord foarcheth all heart $^ and 
underfiandetb all the imaginations of tbt 
thoughts: iftboufoekhim, he will 6e found 
of thee I hutiftbouforfoiehim^ hewillcaj 
thee iff for ever. Take heed now i for the 
Lord bath chofen thee to build an boufe Jor 
tbefdnSuary : be ftrong^ ttnd df it. 

How ilrongly doC3 he urge th9 oi^Ug^tiofi^ 
that lay upon him, to proTecute the work 
vrtth all poflible attention ^ix\d application^ 
irora the diftinguUhed honour done hioi by 
Ahni^cy OoDi by his {feaaH defignatio^ 
of him to that noUe office 1 

Then David give Solomon the plan of 
the wh(^ work^ with all its courts, trea^ 
furies, and ^.partments, all which he had 
by the Spirit $ with a complete fcheme of 
the whole teqfiple-ief vice ; courfes of the 
priefb, LeviteSy officers, and attendants of 
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all kibdis, with exad patterns of all inftrtt-^ 
ments, veffels, and utenfils^ for every kind of 
fervice 3 together with fuflicient quantities 
of die feveral metals, of which they were td 
bfe formed 5 gold by weight, for things of 
^old ; and filver, for tlungs of filver. 

This done, i>tfwV again exhorts his foil 
to refolution and vigour, in canying on the 
^oirk ; and aiTures him of the af&ftance both 
oi the people and princes towards it. 

Then turning to his people, he telfe 
tfiem. That Solomon his fon, whom alont 
feob had chofen for this mighty under- 
taking, was young and tender, and the work 
great ; for the palace was not for man, bat 
the Lord God: That, as for himfelf, he 
ha4 made the beft preparations he could 
for it ; gold and filver, brafs and iron, land 
wood, ahd precbus flones of all kinds and 
colours : moreover, becaufe he had fet 
liis afFe(ffcioas upon the houfe of his God, 
lie had, over and above all his other prepa- 
rations, provided of his own proper goods, 
three thoufand talents of pure gold of Opbir^ 
and f even thoufand talents of refnedjihery 
to overlay the walls of the houfes. And 
'when he had faid this, he put the queftion 

direiftly 
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dkc£tly to them» and afWy ^^ ^ongf^ 
them was mlling to con/ecrate bis fervice 
ihsLt Jay unto the Lord ? Upon which, the 
chief men of the aflembly contributed chear- 
fully to the work ; and made, up, amongft 
them, five thoufand talents of gold, and ten 
thoufand drachms ; and of filyer, ten thou- 
fand talents ; and^ of brafs, eighteen thou- 
(and talents ; and one hundred thoufand 
talents of iron : to which were added pre-* 
dous ftones of various lunds, by all fuch as 
had them. T'ben (faith the facred hiilorian) 
tbe people re^joiced ; for they offered willingly 
to the Lord: and David tbe king aljb rejoiced 
with great joy. Wherefore David hkjfed 
the Lord before all tbe congregation : and 
David faid^ Bleffed be tbou^ Lord God of 
Ifrael our father y for ever and ever. 

^ine^ O Lordy is the greatnefs^ and the 
power y and the glory ^ and tbe viStory^ and 
the majefty ! For all that is in the heaven^ 
and in the earthy is thine, ^hine is the 
kingdom y O Lordy and thou art exalted as 
'Head above all. 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and 

thou reignejl over all ^nd in thine hand it 

isy to make great y and to givejlrength unto 
all. ^ . ^ N(rjo 
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iSToto therefore >^ our God^ we thank thee^ 
find praife thy gforious name. 

But who am /, and what is my people^ 
that we Jhould be able to offer fo willingly 
after this fort ? for all things come of thee^ 
land of thine own have we given thee. For 
we are grangers before thee^ and fojmrners^ 
as were all our fathers : our days on the 
earth are as a jhadow^ and there is none 
abiding. 

O Lord our Gody all this Jlore, that we 
have prepared to build thee afi bbufe for 
thine holy name^ cometh of thine own hand, 
and is all thine own. 

Ikn9W alfo^ my God^ that thou trieji tU 
hearty 4ind haft pleafure in uprigbtnefs^ 

As for me^ in the uprightnefs of mine 
hearty I have willingly offered all thefe things : 
and now have I feen with joy thy people^ 
which are prefent here, to offer willingly 
nntQ thee. 

OLord God of Abraham ^Ifaac, and Ifrael^ 
wr fathers^ keep this for ever in the imagin* . 
ation of the thoughts of the heart of thy 
people^ and prepare their heart unto thee^ 

And give unto Solomon my fon a perfeSi 
heart to keep tfy commandments, thy tefti^ 

you III. X monies. 
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wonieSy and thy Jiatutes ; and to do all tbefe 
things ; and to build the palace ^ for the *wbicb 
I have made provijion. 

And David /aid to all the congregation^ 
Now blefs the Lord your God. 

And all the congregation blejfed the Lord 
God of their father s^ and bowed their beadsy 
and worftnpped the Lord and the king. 

And they facrificed facrifces unto the Lord^ 
and offered burnt^offerings unto the Lordy on 
the morrow after that day ; even a thoufand 
bullocksy a thoufand rams^ and a thoufand 
lambs y with their drink-offerings y andfacri- 
fees in abundance for all Ifrael : 

And did eat and drink before the Lord^ on 
that dayy with great gladnefs. And they 
made Solomony the fon of David y kingy the 
fecond time ; and anointed him unto the Lor dl 
to be the chief governor y and Zadok to be 
priefl. 

I CANNOT help adding, that when I 
lift up my eyes to heaven, the true fountain 
of all excellent endowments and difpo- 
iitions ; and contemplate the greatnefs o£ 
Davids foul, the noblenefe of his fenti- 
ments, and the humility of his heart, all 
calculated, confpirlng, and bent upon the 

one 
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bne great purpofe, of promoting the glory 
of Go Dj and, in confeqitenee of that^ per* 
pctuating the felieity of his people ; I can* 
not help looking down upon all th6 othef 
princes of the earth with pky-f-, 

David feems to have furvived but i. 
Very little while, after this gffeat and fignal 
tranfadlion of his reign t but before he ex- 
pired, he fent for Solomon -, told him his' 
condition. That he was going the way of 
all the earth ; and exhorted him to fortitude, 
and man^Iy refolution, in the condu<ft of his 
life ; and well knowing, that true religioii 

was the only folid fupport of true fortitude^ 
folenHiIy charged him, with his dying breathy 
to pay 4 ftfi<5t obedknce to the commands of 
GoT>y and continue fiedfaft in his duty to . 
him > as he hoped for his protedtion and 
favour^ and the Continuance of his pofterity 
upon the throne ; as God had promifed they 
(hould, zf they, tdok heed to their way^ to 
walk before htm in truths with all theif 
hearty and with all their foul. 

t Particularly a late profligate prinee of our Owh j 
who^ inftead of contributing to make 5/^ PauV% church 
what -the architedl had deiigned it, the glory of his 
iiadonr and Capital, pinched forty thoufand pounds 
from the fund affigned for it, to very fhameful pur* 
pofes. 

X 1 He 
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He next reminded him of Joab'^ di(^ 
obedience to his own commands, in relation 
to Mfalom^ together with his repeated mur^ 
ders ; and charged him not to let them go 
unpuni(hed ; a charge as wife, as it was 
juil 1 Nor did he forget^ even in the articlcf 
of death, the gratitude he owed to Bar^ 
zillai the Gileadite j but intreated his fon to 
renew it in his pofterity, with the diftin^ 
guifhed honour of letting them be of thofe 
who eat at his own table : and concluded 
with adviiing him^ in relation to Sbimei ^ 
whom although he himfelf had pardoned, 
his fon fhould not hold him guiltlefs ; but 
(as the text is generally underftood) bring 

bis boar bead to tbe grave with . blood. An 
advice, greatly, but, as I think^ mijuftly, 
cenfured as revengeful and cruel } as ihall be 
ihewn hereafter. 



Grit A P. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

JSome Account of the lemple-Service, 

D A V I dV Death. 

HAVING, in thelaft chapter, men- 
tioned the fcheme of the temple-fer*- 
vicc, delivered by David to Solomon^ toge- 
ther with the plans pf the buildings^ and 
pattern of the utenfils 3 I hope I (hall be 
indulged, in endeavouring to give the com-^ 
mon rcadfer feme idea of that fervice, as hf 
as I can eolleift it from the facred writings s 
referring my readers, of more curiofity, to 
fuch as have written prpfg fledly uoohl that 
fubjedt. 

David had, in the preceding part of his 
reign, fettled the fervice of the tabernacle, 
both at Gibeon ind Jerufalefn 3 but as thofe 
fcenes were fmall, and the neceilary attends 
ants few, another regulation was now necef-? 
fary for the fervice of the temple, which 
was incomparably more magnificent. Ac«^ 
pordingly this regulation was made, ana 
cftablifhed by God himfelf, as we Iparn 
frpm 2 Cbron. xxix. 2 f . where w© are in- 

X 3 formed. 
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formed^ that when Hezekiab rcftored th^ 
fervicc of the temple, befei the Levifes in 
the boufe of the Lordy with cymbals^ with 
pfaherses^ and with harps ^ according to the 
commandment of Havid, and of Gad the 
kings feeVy and Nathan the prophet : for Jo 
y)ds the commandment of the Lard by . bis, 
frophets. 

But we muft take this matter higher, in 
prder to form a clearer conception of it. 

Ley I had three fons, Oerjkon^ Kohath^ 
and Merari. From the fecond of thefe 
^were defcended Mofes and Aaron. Aaron^ 
and his defcendants^ were fet apart and 
poniecrated for the prieflhoad, by the fpecial 
appointment of Almighty G o d *. And the 
reft of their brethren, the other defcendants 
of Levi^ were appointed to, attend them, 
^ad minifter unto them, in things facred. 
And among thefe, were the fons of Mofes ; 
without any diftindtioii or pre-eminence 
above thejr brethren, the pther defcendants 
of Levi: which, moft certainly, was not the 
work either of human ambition, pride, or 
policy, ^ay more ^ yft hmr of no hpnouc 

f Exod. xxriii, 

01 
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or office of dignity, borne by any one of 
' them, for about five hundred years ; until 
David made Sbebuel the fon of Gerjhom^ 
thefon of Afip/f^, ruler of the treafdres ; and 
fet his brethren, by Eliezer^ over the trea- 
fures of the dedicated things (i Chron, xxvi. 
,24, 25, lb.). 

The peculiar office of Aaron^ and his 
defcendants,. is thus explained (\ Chron, 
xxiii, 13.): And Aaron was feparated^ that 
be Jhould fanSiify the mofi holy things^ he 
and his Jons for ever\ to burn incenfe before 
the Lordy to minijier unto him^ and to blefs 
in his name for ever. And we learn, from 
many parts of the Scripture, that a principal 
part of this miniftration was the offering up. 
of facrifices, and blowing with truiripets 
over them, on the days of their gladnefSy 
and hew moons (Numb. x. lo.^. 

The feveral parts and branches of the 
Levitical office are fumn^cd up, i Chron. 
xxiii. at the 28 th and following verfes. 
From whence we learn, that it was their 
bufinefs to wait upori the fohs of Aaron^ for 
the fervice of the houfe of the Lor d, in all 
its parts. To them belonged the care, and 
the cleaniing^ of all its courts, chambers^ and 

X 4 veffels 
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▼eflfels of aU kinds ; the keeping of all it« 
treafures, and the ftandards of all meaforc 
and fize, and all things neceifary for the 
bumt-ofibrings and nAeat-olFerings ; the pro- 

vifion of the fliew-bread, fine flour, un- 
leavened breads incenfe^ &c. It was their 
bufinefs to attend upon the morning and 
evening fervice of the temple, to celebrate 
the praifes of Goo^ and give him thanks : 
fomeL with voices, and fome with mufical 
tnftraments, of variqus kinds. In one word, 
they were the guards, tre^furers, ftewards, 
choir, band of mufic, and chamberlains, 
of this great palace. And the ^etbinims 
miniftered under them, as menial fervants 
in all the meaner oflSices. 

By the appointment of Mofei^ the J^^ 
fuites were numbered from thirty years * old, 

♦ There is a difficulty in this point, which (hould be 
reconciled : By the appointment in the fourth chapter of 
Numhtrs^ vcrfc the fhird, the Ltvites were to enter into 
the fervice of the tabernacle from thirty years and up- 
ward f i^reas^ NuM, viii« '24. they are ordered to 
wait upon the fervice of the tiabemacle, fipm twen^- 
five years old and upward. But this is reconciled by 
MaimcnsdiSy yfbo ikys they were obliged td' Q)end five 
years in learning the duties of their miniftry, before 
they were adoiitted to niinifter in the covrt of the 
wiefc, • ' - .. . • 
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^nd upwards, for the fervice of the tabci^ 
nacie. And according to that regulation, 
their numbers and appointnients ftood thus, 
in the days of David : Their whole num-* 
ber was thirty-eight thoufand ; of which 
twenty-four thoufand were to fet forward 
jhe work of the hoqfe of the, Lord s fix 
thoufand were otKcpfs and judges ; four 
thoufand were to be the guards **of the 
temple; and four thoufand w?re to praifc 
the Lord, with the mufical ipftrumcnts, 
which David had invented for that purpofe : 
but as the feryice of the temple required a 
vaft many more hands, th^n the feryice of 
the tabernacle, by DavisTs laft regulation, 
(doubtlefs authorized by divine appointment) 
the Levites were feparated for the fprvice of 
God, from twenty years old, and upwards 3 
which added confiderably to the numbers 
now mentioned, in their feveral appoint-^ 
ments and provinces. 

David, not long before his death, gather- 
ed together all the princes of Ifraei.with the 
p'ricfts and the Levites j and in their prcr 
fence, divided the priefts into twenty-four 

* So tbe word ihould \>g tranflated, which in our 
JPngliJb vcrfion is interpreted f^ir^. 

courfcSj^ 
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oourfes, by lot, under the principal men of 
Aaroii^ defcendants, to be governors of the 
ianduary, and governors of the honfe of 
G o D ; and had them regiflered according 
to the order in which their lot fell, by iSi&^- 
maiah the fcribe, in the prefence of the 
king and princes, and Zadok the prieft, and 
/Ibimelecb the fon of Jbiathar * 5 each 
(courfe to pay a >ycekly attendance at the 
temple, in their turn. The other Levites 
he divided in the fame manner, under the 
feyeral heads of their families, and according 
to their feveral offices. And then fetting 
^ourfe againft courfe, he made them caft 
lots for the order in which they were to 
pfficiate, without any regard to fcniority or 
jdignity ; and alio to determine what courfe 
pf guards, fingers, Q^c. fliould attend with 
the corrcfpondent cpurfe of priefts* 

Th I $ inftitution carried one great national 
advantage with it (and poffibly many more, 
not now to be recounted or conceived) j in- 
fifmuch as this weekly circulation of priefts 
?ind Levites^ as well as the monthly one of 
the military men, jnlarged acquaintance, 

^ I Chron. atxiv/ 6. 

difFufed 
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difFufed fricndfliip, and circolated the civi- 
lity and politenefs of the court, and arts and 
elegance of the capital, together with religion^ 
throughout the realm. 

The men fkilled in fong, were found to 
foe two hundred eighty-eight:^ and therefore, 
by this regulation, twelve of th^fe were to 
iland with cymbals, pfalteries, and harps^ on 
commpp days, (and the whole number upon 
the great feftivals) every mornings to thank 
findpraife the Jjordy andlikewife at evin * : 
^nd were joined by at leaft one hundred and 
fixty-fix of their brethren, who praifed the 
]Lq RQ uppn inftruments of various forts, on 
common days; and by at leafl: four thoufand, 
upon the great feftivals. 

We learn from the firft chapter of St, 
Jjuke^ that when the prieft went into the 
temple to offer the incenfe, the whole mid? 
titude of the people were at their prayers 
l¥ithoat. And we learn from thia regulation 
pf Dami%^ that when the anthem began^ it 
was performed by twelve voices^ accom^ 
paiiied by at leaft one Iwn^red and fisrty^fix 
inArioxieats. 

f I CJirpfl. ia^. 301 
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It is agreeclt on all hands, that the num- 
ber of ^gers in the temple muft not be 
lefs than twelve $ buv might be increafed as. 
much as was thought proper ; and muft, in 
the ordinary courfe of things, have been 
increafed ; becaufe the children of thefe 
fingers, being bred to the profeflipn of th^ir 
patents, were admitted into the temple with 
them, to make the choras more complete, 

The number of the particul^ li^inds of 
mufical inftruments employed in the teitipk 
fervice, is no- where determined; but the Jews 
arc of opmion *, that the trumpets could 
not be lefs than two, nor more than one 
hundred and twenty : not lefs, becaufe of 
God's command. Numb. x. i. to make two 
trumpets ; nor more than one hundred and 
twenty, becauft no more were made ufe 
of at the dedication of the temple, 2 Cbron. 

V. II. 

This is a (hort, imperfect fketch of the 
diivine wor£hip inftituted by David ; as it 
was celebrated in its ordinary magnificence : 
A magnificence, which, even in this imperfeft 
account of it, the greateft princes of our 

^ See Ligbtfiot de Minift^k Tetnplu 

}Vorl4 
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Ivorld are not now able to equal, upon the 
greateft occafions ! And as to that of the 
great feftivals, not all the princes oi Europe y 
combined, were able to come up to it. 

David well knew of what vaft confe- 
quence the eftablifliment of the public wor- 
ship of G o D^ in true piety and purity, was, 
to the virtue and felicity of a people ; inaf* 
much is all religion depends upon it, and 
would, without it, abfolutely fail, and ceafc 
from amongft men, in the compafs of a few 
years : and therefore wifely judged it ad- 
vifeaUe to allure men to it, by all the ad« 
vantages of a graceful, iblemn, and delight* 
ful magnificence. And to this end, there is 
good ground to believe from the text, that 
the inlargement of the number of men, 
aflignedto the feveral offices of religion, was 
^thelaft public aft of ZX^w'/s life^ j Cbron. 
xxiii. 17*. Blefied conclufion of a life 
glorioufly employed, and ended ! employed 
in chaflizing iniquity, in extirpating inve-» 
terate and incorrigible corruption, in inlarge- 
. ing his dominions to the bounds affigncd them 
by Almighty God, in eftablifhing his people 

♦ Fer by the hft wards of David^ the Levites were 
nufnkjffed^ from twefttyyeari old ami ttbove^ 

in 
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in peace and happmefs, and doing juftice 
and judgpient ; but chiefly employed in pjo^ 
pagating the gbry of God, with ardent 
and inceflant zeal ! And ended in inlarging 
the dignity and magnificence of his worfhip 
with his lafl breath I 

^Tbut^ in the ftyle of the facred writer^ 
I Chron, xxix. 26, 27, 28. David^ fhe/bn of 
jfefcy' reigned over all IfraeL And the timi 
that he reigned over Ifrael^ was forty years j 
feven years reigned he in Hebron^ and thirty 
and three years reigned he in Jerufakm. 

And he died in a good old age ^ full of day t^ 
riches^ and honour : and Solomon his foti 
reigned in hisfead. 

H E died with the fatisfadtion of feeing 
his own fon his fucceflbr, the wifcft, and 
the hopefuUeft prince of the wliole- earth \ 
and with the affurance of God's peculiar 
favour to his pofterity ; from whence he had 
already (in the cleareft light of prophetic 
vifion) feen* the Me SSI AH, thcLoRDof 
Life, to arifc ; of whofe dominion^ and the 
increafe of his government a7id glory ^ he 
well knew (by the Spirit of G o d upon him) 

* This appears manlfeftly^ from many parts of the 
P/i/wj, particularly the feventy- fecond. 

there 
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there Jhall be no end. To Him, with the 
Father, and the Holy Gfioft, be all honour^ 
and power, and praife, for evermore. 



CHAR XXIV. 

DavidV CharaSier difcujfedj with 
^ regard to his Polygamy y and tht 
Murder of Uriah. 

IT is, I hope, by this time, fufficiently 
evident, to the caodid and confidenn^ 
reader, that JD^Wii' was a very extraordinary, 
and even a wonderful man. 

But ftill it may be pbjefted. That how- 
ever David's chara(3:er may be otherwife 
advantageoufly diftinguifhed, he is not how- 
ever acquitted of polygamy, murder, and 
adultery. 

I OWN it ; but what will his ingenious 
Qalumoiators gain by the conceffion ? I know 
no man exempt from error, fuperior to fur- 
prize, or out of the reach of temptation to 
fin. Dawd is himfelf a fignal inftance to 
the contrary. But^ ftiU t cannojt think him 

capable 
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capable of a deliberate, determined, repeated 
violation of the will of G o d^ for a fcries of 
years. .There is nothing fb fatumine, fo 
black, fo helli(h, in his complexion. For 
this reafon, I can by no means bring- myfelf 
to believe, that he would have continued in 
the fin of polygamy, (as he ^id) knowing it 
to be a trangreffion of the law of G o fi. 
Polygamy, 1 humbly apprehend, was more 
the vice of the age, than of David -, and 
therefore all the inference that I fhall make 
from his condudt in that point, is this ; That^ 
ielf^evidtint as the taw of nature may iioW 
ieem^ it was then too dark, even for the 
guidance of a prophet, left in that inflance 
uninfpired. 

And yet, if we were to define and efti- 
mate this pradlicc by the rules of reafon, 
the natural evils^ and ill confequences, which 
do and ever muft await it, in the ordinary 
train of things, fufficiently demonftrate It to 
be dcftrudtivo of the human felicity 5 and 
confequently, vicious and unlawful : nay^ 
one would think, that David himfelf co^ld 
not fail of being fully convinced of this 
truth from his own experience. For what 
was the efied of his polygamy in bis own 

hoiife, 
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houfc, and to himfelf ? Inceft^ murder *, 
rebellion ! The inceft of two fons, the re- 
bellion and death of two fons^ and the mur- 
der of one by the hand of his brother ! And 
yet, fo utterly uninforming is this evidence 
from the nature of thyigs, unenlightened 
and unaided by revelation ; that rebellion^ 
murder, and inceft united; nay, repeated 
rebellion, repeated inceft, created no con* 
viftion in the heart of a David^ or a Solomon^ 
A s to Davids guilt in relation to Uriahs 
I know no one that ever yet fet him up for 
more /than mortal : and is there fuch a thing, 
was there ever fuch a thing, in this world, as 
an unfinning mortal ? our bleftbd Saviour 
Christ Jesus only excepted. And is 
Davids charader to be meanly efteemed of, 
upon this account ? Shew us thofe un finning 
heroes, that arc Jo be preferred to him. 
They are not, I am fure, Cafar^ notjileX'' 
ander^ nor Pompey, not Antony^ nov Sylla^ 
nor Lyfander^ nor even Scipio, however 
illuftrious and celebrated for oiie inftal^ 
of chaftity -f . 

♦ Tamar^ Amnon^ AhfaUm^ Adonijah. 

+ A virtue for w^uch he wa«, otfaerwlfcf, no way 
diflinguiibed. 

Yoj.. III. Y Thesr 
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Tm^se are indeed founding and ^oriotis 
nimes, which take ' early poflciflion of otfr 
-higheft admirati(te land eftdem : thefe hertfies 
iof the Heathen worlil were adors in gteattfr 
and more fhiniog ieenes. Pomp ahd pre- 
judice delude our judgments in their favour, 
and we are apt ^to think a little king of 
3^Wiftj ^cont*taptible, upon the comparifbn; 
•but we forget, that J^ro/Wdid, by his piety^ 
his prowefs, and liis wlfdom^ (aided hy the 
Spirit of God) ere<ft himfelf, from a private 
man, into the gfealeft monarch of the £k^, 
or of his age, I had atmoft iaid, of any age : 
A monardiy, fmidl indeed in esitent, bdt 
^eat in all diatct>llftitutes the; true grandeur 
and ftrength of dates, j meto, virtue, vabnr, 
and wealth ! 

Herodotus obferves of Xerxesy that 
there were in his arlny^ 'voKho) f^iv wB^^ 
iroii ohiyoi S'i avS^^afMch people ^ itit fenv 
men j a great croud, but few ^fdidiers ; 
whereas allXXxw/^army oonfifted of ch&fiai 
warriors : infomuch that the comparative^ 
litde dominion of Judea^ and-its appendages, 
could, upon any exigency, fend more efFedive 
forces into the field, in two days, under 
David ^ than the whole empire of the EiS^ 

' could 
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x^vSA in fb many yeare^ under Darius or 
Xerxes *. 

This important leflbti hath David left 
to princes, in his own example ; as his foa 
hath done in his precepts, (Pro*u. xiv. %%.) 
'In the multitude $f popte is the kings bo* 
nour. The true grandeur of princes confifts 
not in extending their dominions, but in 
multiplying and blefling dieir people ; and 
above all, in living and a^fting in fuch a 
manner, as to difFufe ^nd fix this one pre« 
cept in tl^eir hearts j Pear Gad j and honour 
ibe king. 

In one word, vm {otQtt tkzt David is, 
in his perfonal charadter, vaftly fuperior to 
«ny one hero of all antiquity. It is indeed 

* When David orddred the people to be fiumberedy 
Joab made a return of thirteen hundred thoufand valiant 
Aten that drew the fword in I/riui and Ju^ah : that is, 
there were to many men of, proved experienced courage^ 
but the whole number of trained difciplined men in 
-that little ftate (no mention made of -garifons, and 
two whole tribes excluded] were more than a million 
and a half. 

This accouiit of the matter reconciles, and is the 
matural interpretation of, thofe two parages, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
and 1 Chron. xxi. In the firfl of which it is faid, That 
-there, were, in tfrail^ eight hundred thoufand valiant 
Jtien, that. dreW the fword : and in the fecond it is faid,^ 
That all they of Ifrael were a thoufand thoufand men,' 
:Aat dl-ew fwefd« 

Y a a mixed 
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a mix'd character; and where is the cha* 
radlcr, at leaft, where is the great diarafter^ 
that is not ? You may as well cxpedl to find 
^fun without fpots, as a ^rezx genius. The 
utmoft that can be expe^ed is, that the glory 
(hould be greatly predominant; and in David 
it unqueftionably is fo; is fo to fuch a degree, 
that Cafar^ or jUexander^ in point of per- 
fonal accomplifhments, and true fublinuty of 
foul, are not once to be named with him. 
And however this may at firft fight appear a 
paradox, I (hould be forry to fee even an 
enemy hardy or ignorant enough to give 
them the pre-eminence^ upon due delibe- 
ration. 

It is true, this great man had great 
blemiflies : let the greateft of them be 
calmly and candidly confidered. 

David's commerce with the wife of 
Uriah was, at worft, a fudden and tumultuous 
aft of guilt: his guilt was not, even in theim-* 
peachment of the prophet, an immate, whom 
he was wont to entertain j but a ftranger, a 
traveller, that furprifedhim — He wasafhamed 
of it — He would have concealed it — -He en- 
deavoured He could not hide it He 

could not bear to have it expofcd— It muft be 

hid 
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hid-*— Nothing but murder, could hide it — — 
Uriah miift die, or Batbjheba muft ■ ■ 
Uriah by the hands of Ammon^ or Bathflieba 

by the hands of juftice Diftrefsful and 

diftradling alternative \ -. Honour would 

attend the fate of Uriah ; infamy muft at- 
tend that of Bathjheba. Uriah was a brave 
man, and a faithful foldier : Could David 
ever bear to behold the brave 'man he had 
abufed, made privy to that abufe ? Could 
that brave man bear to furvive that abufe?— - 
Would not murder, in this cafe, be a kind 
mercy ? Whereas, on the other hand, to 
defer t Bathjkeba^ were the height of cruelty 

To abandon the woman he had undone— 

to abandon to infamy, whom he had feduced 

(I had almoft faid, forced) to guilt Could 

the loweft degree of honour allow this ?* 
Could any degree of humanity endure it ? 
Such are the accurfed entanglements of fin 
fuch the workings and gradations of it in the 
diftradted, bewildered breaft that admits it : 
millions have been loft in thefe labyrinths of 
guilt 5 but none fure, in any more intricate 
and perplexing than this ! Are all fuch to be 
given up as abandoned ? Is there no room 
for repentance, for amendment, for reconci- 

y 3 liation, 
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liation, in fuch a cafe ? Goo forbid ! Is it 
fair theiii to confider David only in the 
light of guilt ? Or fhould he, in common 
juftice, be eftinvited, a,a all other m^n are^ 
by the main of his life? - 
. One thing I will venture to advance ; 
That the man who reads Davids works, con^ 
^ders his exploits^ and weighs his character, 
(with all its defeds) and doth not, at the 
fame time, find hinifelf little and contempt!-^ 
ble upon the comparifon, needs no heavier 
imputation of vanity^ ignoranoB, and arro*. 
j^ance. 

I T is hut too eafy to fall into temptation ; 
iuid what is yet worie^ from a bis guilt to 
a[ greater: All vice ftands upm a pr-ecifdee^ 
fay the poets s the deifcent is but, too eafy ^ \, 
the difficulty is to reafcend : millions have 
fkUen, have finned, zs David dh^*^ but who 
ever repented and recovered like him ? Re- 
volve his whole life before th^ evil accident ; 
it is almkoft one train of a wife, a generous, 
ft jHOus, and a valiant condud ! Revolve his^ 

♦ This is finely ifluftratcd in that ejnblcmatical dc- 
|kriptio|i, viz. 

— ,..„M-^ Facilis difctnjus Avifnt : 
Sedrevocari gradum/fnpiraftu€ iv^den a4 auras ^ 
JJ^c lahor^ hn opus ift — : 

whole 
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whole life, from the hour of thi§ guilt, an4 
you will find it littjc cjlfe th«u», one trgin of 
humiliatpn, and. repentance b?fpre GodJ 
tind this top, even after .a0ur&nge of pardon 
from the mouth of Q.qx) himfelf, by hi^ 
prophet : which is in the place of ten thou- 
fand^proofp of » refined piety, and exalted 
virijuc. Oi:, if he varigd his condpfli, it wflus 
only from penance t(?; praife ; to turn all hi$ 
thoughte.aod attenjtipi^, tp emplay h|s whole 
heart a^d fpp}} to, t^e glocyj and in th$ 
jffcrvfce, of G D 5 of than G ojo^ who pa^jxdonti 
all hhfim^ and cPo%9m4 him *ivitb: mercy^ and 
lm)ing kindne/s. And if, ^ftej; all this, th« 
fcriptures are to be reviled, for ftyling this 
noian, in this character, A man after G«A 
OTi^ kearAy Whftt is to bp revericac^d ?> 
, An© afteij aU, What if thw great oma's 
fall {hould be fouiad, upon a fair inquiry^ 
matter of infinite confolation to thofe very 
men that infult it napft I It is to.be prefumed^ 
that their reproach^ upon David ariife from 
their folicitude for the interefts of virtue ; 
and what if tkis; ia%nce» of David's, fall 
{hould be found the trueft fupport of that 
intereft ? Rewards and punishments are al<p 
lowed to be the great engines, by which it 

Y 4 hath 
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hath pleafed Go d to govern the moral world. 
And therefore there is nothing in which the 
intereft and felicity of that world is fo nearly 
concerned, as in the rewards of virtue, and 
chaftifements of vice. And if fo, I chal- 
lenge all mankind to produce any one in- 
fiance, from the foundation of the world, 
wherein virtue was fo fignally rewarded, and 
guilt fo fignally chaftifed *, as in that of 
David \ confequently, in which true reli- 
gion, and true virtue, are fo nearly and inti- 
mately interefted, as in the hiftory of his 
rife, and fall, and recovery ; his advance- 
ment to the divine favour, and every earthly 
honour, by virtue ; his fall from both, by 
fin ; and his recovery, by repentance. It 
will not, I believe, be denied, that if the 
higheft offence againft God made a refto- 
ration to his favour defperate, the caufe of 
virtue were undone, and no man would 
attach himfelf to it, upon fuch terms ; upon 
affurancc of being finally reprobated and re- 
je&ed by G o D, upon the firft fall. Could 
it be once imagined, that mercy made no 
part of the charafter of the Almighty, he 
might indeed, from that moment, be dreaded 

■ * 

♦ See ctep. iii. of this book. 

and 
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and detefted, as a tyrant ; but he could no 
more be loved and revered, as a father. And 
therefore Davidy with as much penetration 
as piety, begs to be pardoned, and reftored 
to the favour of Go ft, from this motive^ 
that if he were fo treated, he (hould teach 
tranfgreffors the ways of Godj and Jinners 
Jhould be converted unto him Pfalm li. 

"ver, 1 3 . Again, Ffal. cxxx.* If thou^ Lord^ 
wilt be extreme to mark what is done amifs\ 
O Lordy who Jhali/iand? But forgivenefs is 
with theey that thou may ft be feared. 

Happy for mankind, that thete Is fuch 
an inftance (an authentic inftance) of falling 
virtue, and recovering guilt ! An inftance 
fo fitted to mortify the vanity of virtue, and 
the merit of exalted piety ; and to raife the 
power and. price of humble penitence ; to 
abate' the pride of felf-fufficiency, and fup- 
port the hope of frailty ! Who can confide 
in his own ftrength, when he fees a David 
fallen ? And who can defpair of divine mercy, 
when he fees him forgjiven ? Sad triumph of 
lin, over all that is great and excellent in 
man ! Glorious triumph of repentance, over 
all that is fhameful and dreadful in fin ! 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Davjd'j^ CharaEier conjidered in 
Friend/hip^ and in Enmity. 

AS DavitTs is a very diftinguKhed cha- 
radlcr, and no one, that I know, hath 
over taken the pains to place it in a true 
li^ht; the reader will, I hope, not think 
me tedious , if I attempt to inlarge a UttJe 
upon fome parts of it i which have, in my 
bumble opinion, been much l^fs. con Hdered 
than they deferve. 

To begin then: David's is, perhaps, the 
pobleil inflance of friendfhip yet known to 
the world (one only excepted) : A friend- 
ihip which could infpire hini with the gencr 
rous confidence of trufting the fe.cret of his 
divine defignation to the kingdom, to that 
very man, who was immediately to be af^ 
fedled by it ! Such a friendfhip irmplies every 
thing, that generofity and magnanimity can 
infpire. And that Jonatban wa!s fully in 
this fecret, appears clearly from i Sam. xx. 
A friendfhip fuperior to the rivalfliip of 
empire, needs no higher praife, and fears no 

rival. 
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rival. It is trae, Jonathan'^ uo^arallelied 
generofity gave him a ooble claim to this 
confidenGe; and^ on the other haod;. the 
unparallellcd generofity of this confidence 
exacted a fijilahife return, and found ilr; and 
was, in trath, ahnoft fufiicieat. to in%ire it 
into a foul lefs iiobk and inlarged, than that 
of Jonathan. But at the iaoie tio^,. it 
nauilr be obferved^ that nothing lefs thasi.a; 
ftfiil conviction of David's divine defignpldoa^ 
to the throne, could make his rival in em>« 
pire become the guardian of his: life : what? 
y/aSy at once, the perfedtiou of piety and 
friendfhip, upon that fuppofition^ had been 
the height of folly and infatuation opofli sny 
other (and jfonathanHs is too great ai charafter 
to be debafed by fuch vile funnifes), I wilt 
not take upon m^ to pronounce which ou^t 
t& be preferred upon the comparifon : D^- 
wV's was, perhaps, the nobler friendiihip5 
and yonatbafCs the more amiable : not that 
Davids was defeftive, even in what may be 
called the foftnefs and infirmity of friend- 
fhip s inafmuch as we are aflured, that, ir^ 
the diftrefs of parting, he exceeded (i Sam. 
XX. 41.). But however that may be cpntefted, 
t^iisj I believe, will cafijy be allowed, that 

4 AQ 
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no other mftance of fricndfliip (except that . 
of Jesus Christ to his difciples) ever 
yet exceeded (I firmly believe, none ever 
equalled) either. 

What is fingular in Davids diarafler 
18, that he knew fo well how to reconpile 
friendfhip and royalty, Ocher princes hjive 
had confidants ; but David had a friend : 
other princes have had partners in their plea- 
fbfes, and fliarers in the fecrets of their, 
guilt ; but Davids was a friendfhip of a very 
different complexion ; a commerce, and a 
communication, of a very different kind. 
The principles upon which his friendfhip 
was founded, and the refined and delicate 
fenfe he had of that noble intercourfe, are 
befl feen in that tender complaint, at the 
fifty •fifth Pfalm — But it was thou^ my cotn^ 
fanioTty my guide^ and mine own familiar 
friend. We tookfweet counfel together^ and 
walked in the boufe of God as friends^ The 
beauty and energy of the original is inex- 
preflible : We^ who fweetened counfely and 
walked in the houfe of God together. 

The man that hath a heart truly turned 
to friendfhip, will feel fomething in thofe 
words, which no other, upon thefubje<a, 

ever 
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ever yet came up to ; the throbbings of his 
own breaf): will be their beft comment. 

And that David was not wanting to his 
fon, upon this fubjed, may very reafonably 
be concluded, from the many excellent pre* 
cepts, and fine reflexions upon friendihip^ 
fcattered through \ii^ Proverbs *. 

In that infinite number of idle objeiftions^ 
ignorantly urged ag^nft the Scriptures, this 
alio hath been one ; That they no- where 
recommend friendihip, or the love of our 
country. To this I fliall only anfwer at 
prefent. That if the faireft and loveliefl: ex- 
amples of any excellence, are the befi: re* 
commendations of it, this, I hope^ will no 
longer be made an objed:ion. 

Bur David's generofity was not confined 
to friendihip i it was no lefs eminent in en« 
mity. There is not perhaps ope inftance of 
fo unjuft, fo ungrateful, and fo inveterate a 
perfecution as he fufiered from Saul: this 
I am fure of, there is no example (but one) 
of fuch a fuperiority over revenge, and fo 
noble a remifiion of injuries, throughout the 
whole compafs of hiftory ! To have his mor- 

* Befides the aiTunmce we have, that he alio had a 
friend, i Kings Iv. 5. 

tal 



tal enemy, twiee, abfolutely in his fX)Wer^ 
and not fo mudi as ibffer him to be ikinl 
Nay, not only lus mortal ^enemy^ bat his 
only obftacle ^6 em{ttre» andyot not^fufifer 
that obfbde to ^be-removed * I 

. Tn^fi'E is^m united gi^andeur-and good- 
nefs in this condudt^ wbi^h innobleth the 
diaradcr of ^avid^ &r beyond the ordi-^ 
tiary idea of hiifiiffii excetteiiGe. And if, m 
this condud, at leaft, David was not ibe 
man dfier Kjihts tfwn hearty who ever was ? 
A common msfti wouM^ nay, a great «iaB 
might, haTt ^lought, that the proVideace 
of God had pat his enemy in his power; 
and therefore ibe ocxafidn was net to be 
loft. Thefe, it is evident, wefe the fenti^i- 
ments of his fbHowers; when SinU was 
found fingle, defencekis^ and, in afi proba-* 
tnlity, afleep in thecafve : (i Stmrnxiv. 4.) 
jtind the men of David /aid unto him^ Bt» 
bold ibe day^ of-nvbicb tbe Lard faid untO 
tbeey Bebofdy I vAll deliver thine enemy int9 
thy 'band \ that tbou mayfl do to him as ^ 
jhall feem goad unto thee. Yet the highcft 
injury all this could tempt him to, was, 

♦ N. B. Jwathtm^ the bcir apparent to the ehronei 
defired only to be fecond to Davidy i Sam. xxiii. 17. 

the 
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the cutting off Snuh fklrt of his robe : and 
we find, that his beart fmote binty even for 
that. 

Not content with this, he foon after raA 
the 'greateft hazatd of his life, to fllew dii*t. 
Other inftance of generofity, yet greater, if 
pofflble ! He ftolc into Sauh camp, in the 
dea4 of the night, ivlth only one compa- 
nion (i Bdm. JCKvi.) ; found 5/^/^/ again afleep, 
ttnd unarmed; his companion b6gg*d only 
'for leave to fmite him, ahd was -refofed ; 
refufed upoh fuch principles as no Heafheh 
liero had an idea of: jds the Lord ^K'vetby 
the Lord Jhall finite Mfn\ or his day fiioU 
come to die j or be Jhall defcend into'battie^ 
andperijh^ t Sam. xxvi. lo. 

Compare this, ye boafters of Heathen 
virtue, with the fabied prowefs of W^is 
and DiomedSy or jilexander's rant * of fcorn- 
ing to flcal a Tidtbry j or what elfe, of whom 
felfc ye pleafe 5 ahd then exult in yoat com- 
patiibn! 

* ICaBthisa rant, 1>etau(e it was not his tme rfea- 
fon for declining to Invade Darius^s camp by night : 
his true reafon, if I rightly remember Arrian*s account 
of it, was, becaufe in the night chance and tumult 
reign j whereas Alexaiider*s dependence for viftory was 
upon the fortitude and military fkill of his army. 

As 
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As I have nothing in view but the ma- 
nifeilation of truth, I will not diiiemble, 
that David's chara&er, as a generous enemy, 
hath been greatly impeached, by his laA 
dying charge to his fon, in relation to yoa6 
and Sbimei ; on both whom he deiired 
vengeance fhould be taken for thofe crimes^ 
which he feemed to have forgiven in the 
one, by ' fuffering them to go fo long un- 
puniihed ; and which he exprefly forgave in 
the other, and confirmed that forgivenefs 
by an oath, that he fhould not die. . 

To the firft of thefe I anfwer. That 
yoab\ murders were crimes, which JDavtd 
never did forgive ; and very probably thought 
he could not, in contradiction to the exprefs 
commands of God: and therefore that guilt, 
which he himfelf wanted power to punifh -f-, 

f 2 Sam. ill. 28, 29. 39. 

28. And afterward whin David beard itj he faid^ I 
and my kingdom are guiltlefs before the Lord for ever^ 
from the blood of Ahner the f on of Ner. 

29. Let it reji on tht hpad of Joab^ and on all his 
father* s houfe j and let there not fail from the houfe of 
Joab one that hath an iffue^ or that u a leper ^ or that 
leaneth on a Jlajf^ or thatfalUth on the fwordy or that 
lacketh bread. . 

39, And I am this day weak^ though anointed king ; 
and — the fons ofZeruiah be too hard for me. 7he Lord 
/ball reward the doer of evil according to his wickednefs/ 

and 
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and which he only forbore to punifli, be- 
caufe he wanted power ; he wifely and reli- 
gioufly recommended to his fon to expiate^ 
by the blood of the offender, that his family, 
and his kingdom, might be clear of it._ 

Th e judicious author of the Apologue de 
David (Journal de Trevoux^ Tom. 3 .) hath 
a conjedlure upon this point, which is at 
once very ingenious, and very probable : he 
imagines, that David propofed the prize of 
the captaia-generalfhip to the firft that 
fliould fcale the walls of Sion^ upon a pro- 
fped:, that fomebody elfe might gain that 
prize, and Joal^'s authority be dimmiflied by 
that means: but his felicity defeated the 
defign. 

H E, after this, took meafures to depofe 
him, in favour of jimafa, but was defeated 
alfo in that defign. 

Jqab was his near kinfman, he was va- 
liant, and in other refpedts faithful to him -, 
and David had no perfonal pique to him 
before the death of jibfalom (and he would 
have put him to death before that, had he 
been able) : What then but duty could fway 
him, in this conduct; againfl; fo many pre- 
judices ? 

Vol, III. Z As 
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As to the riext objeftion, it is evident, 
that if David had been a6ted, in this affair, 
by a fpirit of revenge, he would not have 
fpared Sbimei^ in the very inftant of pailion 
and provocation ; and when he was fo ear- 
neftly importuned for leave to puniih him. 
PlutarcJ:> reports of Pericles^ that when one 
of the Atbeniam had railed at him all day^ 
and purfued him to his houfe, reviling him, 
Pericles only turned about at the door, and 
calling to one of his fervants, ordered him 
to lead that citizen home to his houfe. This 
is allowed an extraordinary inflance of tem- 
per in Pericles 'y but it muft be obferved, 
that his reviler was a fellow-citizen, Davids 
a.fubjedt, and a rebel: Pericles's condud: 
but afierted his fuperiority over an idle in- 
iignificant man; David's proclaimed his 
humiliation to God. 

St. Ambrose tells us of Tbeodofius^ (de 
ubit. Theod.) That he looked upon it as a 
^vour done him, when he was defired to 
forgive. Theodojius forgave, when he was 
petitioned] to pardon ; David^ when he was 
importuned to puniih ; herein imitating the 
mercy of God, vvrho, as Ifaiab exprefles it, 
waitetb tbat be may be gracious. Had Da- 

wd 
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vid copied after any lower pattern, he had 
not fpared Sbimeiy in the very inftant of 
paffion and provocation : nor would he af- 
terwards have forgiven him, in the fulnefs of 
profperity and power. That fulnefs of 
power, which is wont to fwell other breafts 
with rancour, ^t the remembrance of in-* 
juries and infolence in avenging them, did 
but foften and fweeten his. David's pa-^ 
tience under ShimeCs reproaches, is, at once, 
a ftrong inftance of heroic magnanimity, 
and jfignal refignation to the will of God. 
He had before conquered great nat ions, by 
his fortitude and conduct, as a captain ; and 
heroes and leaders by his perfonal prowefs i 
but he was now yet greater, upon Solomons 
principles, in ruling his own fpirit, and 
fubduing his refentiiients to the humiliadon 
which he owed to God. He very well 
knew how nHuch the reniiflion of perfonal 
injuries became the kingly charaiH^r, and 
therefore he gave Shimei his life, and con- 
firmed the grant by an oath. But then it 
muft be remembered, that the obligation of 
this oath was purely perfonal; for fo he 
himfelf explains it, i Kings ii. 8. jind I 
Jware unto bim, by fbe Lord, faying, I will 

Z 2 not 
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mt put thee to death with tiffword. And 
thercforCi although David was bounds Solo^ 
mon was at full liberty to vindicate the ma- 
jefty of kingSy in chaftifing this high infult 
upon his father, after fuch a manner as he 
thought fit : nor was there any danger of 
doing this to excefs, when the chaftifement 
was deferred to the calm and cool feafon of 
difpaflionate juflice; when neither paflion, 
nor perfonal refentment, could inflame the 
vengeance. David well knew how much 
it became the piety of his character, to 
remit himfelf, and his concerns, to the di- 
vine difpofal, throughout the whole courfe 
of his life; but could he, for this reafoo, 
wholly renounce the intereft of juflice ? Or 
if he could, he very well knew how dan- 
gerous an example it might be to his fuc- 
ceffors, to fuffer fuch injuries and infults upon 
majiefty tapafs unpunUhed : and therefore, 
when he had a£ted up to the piety and dig* 
nity of his own charader, he very wifely 
admonilhed his fon, to ad up to the wifdom 
of his. 

And here I muft beg leave to obferve, 
that this reafoning fufficiently juftifies Da-^ 
vid in this pointy even upon fuppofition, 

that 
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that the text is rightly tranflated, which I 
am, in my private judgment, fully convinced 
it is not: for furely the. particle Vau{y) 
ought to be rendered here^ as in ;all fimilar 
cafes, not conneftively, but disjunctively. I 
fhall inftance only in one cafe, I might men- 
tion many. 

Agur* befeechesGoD to keep him from 
the extremes both of poverty and wealth. 
If the particle Vau were to be interpreted 
here coonedtively, the petition would fun 
thus—* Give me not poverty and riches-""-^ 
Every opc fees the abfurdity of this peti- 
tion 5 and therefore the tranflators rightly 
rendered it. Give me neither poverty nor 
riches. In the fame analogy the paflage in 
queftion, rightly tranflated, will ftand thus : 
Now therefore neither hold him guiltkfs^ (for 
thou art a wife man^ and knoweji what thou 
oughteft to do unto him) nor his hoar bead 
bring thou down to the grave with blood. 
This advice, in this fenfe, is full of huma- 
nity, as well ia^ wifdopi $ and Solomon (we 
fee) underftood and obferved it in this fenf?^ 
and in 00 othei*. 



♦ Pr9v* xxx» 8, 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

A Jhort Comparifon of David with 
Alexander, Caefar, ^zWScipio. Hh 
CbaraBer concludes this Work. 

David compared with Alexander. 

MY purpofc, in this fliort cfl&iy, is not 
to debafe the facred charafter of 
David by a minute comparifon with men, 
who (with all their vaunts of valour, and 
military exploits) had little tmly heroic or 
excellent in their compofition ; and that 
little, confined to the fingle charadler of 
Scipio. The other two were, at bcjft, but 
fuccefsful and accomplifhed robbers and 
murderers: riot, and yanity, ambition, ir- 
feligion, and ienfuality, diftinguifh and fum 
op the reft of their chanu^ler. The only 
honour, then, that I mean to David in this 
comparifon, is Wely to flvE^w, how far he 
excelled theni, where they excelled tfaem- 
felves. 

To be^n then, Alexander]^ celebrated 
for a noble inftance of abftinence, recorded 

of 
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of hitn by Curtius * 5 and perhaps the 
nobleft adt of his whole life. 

The king, diftrefled with thirft, meets a 
foldier carrying fome water to the relief of 
his ions, in like diftrefs. The generous 
foldier offers his prince a part of his trea- 
fare ; he received it, and upon learning for 
whom it was intended, returned it untouched : 
It is too little for all^ (fays he) and I can-- 
not bear to be relieved alone i 

The king had juft before been in fomc 
defpondency, on account of the diftrefs his 
army fuffered in a defolate country for want 
of water ; and his friends befought him to 
rjcmember, that his fortitude was the only 
ftay of his fainting forces : and now a noble 
©ccafion offered of animating them to patience 
by his own example, and he employed it 
with becoming magnanimity. 

The reader will recoiled a like inftancc 
of David's abftinence, from the twenty* 
third chapter of the fecond book of Samuel: 
And three of the thirty chiefs went down^ 
and came to David in the barveji-timey unto 
the cave of Adullam. And ihe troop of the 

* Sec Curtius y lib. vii. cap, 5, 

7^ ^ ^m. 
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Pbilijiines pitched in the valley of Rephaim ^ 
and David v^as then in an holdy and the 
garifon of the PhiUpines then in Bethlehem ; 
and David longed^ and faid^ Ob ! that 
one would give me to drink of the water 
ef the well of Bethlehem^ which is by 
the gate ! And the three mighty men brake 
through the hojl of the Philijlines, and drew 
water out of the well of Bethlehem ^ and took 
and brought it to David: never thelefs be 
would not drink thereof^ but poured it out 
ynto the Jjord. Andhe fqid^ Be it far from 
me J O Lord^ that I fhould do this! Is not 
this the blood of the men^ that went in jeopardy 

of their lives ? Therefore be would not drink 
it. 

Alexander abftained in a country 
yrhere he was matter, and under the fecurity 
of being relieved in a few hours. He abf- 
tained for the fupport of an army, which 
in all probability had defponded upon hia 
indulging : nor could he have indulged, 
without forne degree of inhumanity to a 
faithful foldier, an afflifted father, and his 
fainting children. David abftained when 
he w?is in hold, and hemmed in by a mighty 
linny, w the fcorching heat of autupin; 
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and when hb relief would, in all probability, 
have given new life to his companions ! A 
much higher and nobler inftance of abfti- 
nence, founded upon nobler principles, up- 
on the motives of a moft generous huma* 
nity, and moft exalted piety ! What was 
purchafed at the hazard of fuch lives, was 
too precious to be facrificed to private gratis 
fication ; and therefore was poured out in 
a thank-offering to GoD, for their deliver- 
ance. 

If we confider David in the light of his 
perfonal courage, will any hero of antiquity 
exceed him ? Will any equal him ? 

Alexander hath indeed the faireft 
claim of competition with him ; and yet, I 
think, Alexander's own flattering hiftorian 
would be forced to give David the preference 
upon the comparifon. If Alexander flew a 
lion, he flew him, by Curtius"% own account, 
armed *, and at advantage 5 and we know, 
that Lyjimacbus claimed the honour of being 
his afliftant in the combat : not to infift, 
thzt Alexander's combat was wanton, and 
put' of charader, and well defcrved the 
taunt which the Spartan embaflfador threw 

♦ Curtw^ lib. yiii. cap. i. 

upon 
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' opon him, on that occafion. B^vid fub- 
dued his lion (to fay nothing of the bear) 
iingle^ and unarmed, and in the duty of his 
charader ; and when he had done fa, he 
took no pride from the merit of his prow- 
efs ; but gave God the glory of his de- 
liverance. 

Had jilexander cngzged and conquered 
Porus, (which, by the way, he manifeftly 
declined, 'till he found him in flight and 
wounded) as David did Gotiab ; how had 
^e world been ftunned with the vaunts of 
his own vanity, and the echoes of his flat- 
terers ! David is the fame filent unaflliming 
man, after his conqueft, that ^ was before, 
and rather declines than claims the reward of 
his prowefs * ; judging of his real merit, 
and the efleem conceived of it by others, by 
that humble opinion whiph he himfelf enter- 
tained of it. And to fhew how intirely he 

afcribed the fuccefs of his comlmt to the 

» ■ . ■ - " 

good providence and prpte(ftion of the Al- 
mighty, he hung up the fword of Goliab^ 
the trophy of his conquefl, in the tabernacle 
of his Go Q. 

• * I Sam. xviii, iS, ifc* 
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In one I word, David is perhaps the fingle 
inftance of great talents untaintod by pride! 
pr, to fpeak more properly, of great talents, 
iignally adorned and illuflrated by 9 moft 
confpicuous and exemplary humility ! 

I H AV E already mentioned fome inft^ooes 
pf David's magnanimity : give me leave to 
. .add another, not fo interefting and illuftxioat 
at lirft fight, and yet fuch as perhaps will 
be found, upon inquiry, no way inferior to 
the greateft inftances of heroifm, recorded[ 
by antiquity. 

David, perfecutedby*SW, throws h^m-* 
felf under the proteftion of his mortal ene- 
my 5 the protedtion of Jlchijh king of Gatbt 
that king, wl:iofe hero he had llain, an4 
whofe armies he had routed. This was a 
refolution above the conception of a com- 
mon heart ! A refolution which none but a 
confumniate hero was capable of forming ! 
The generofity of his own heart fuggefted 
to him, what reception Achijh was bound 
to giye him, in the chara<5ter of a king. He 
well knew, that the prote<5tion of a bravq 
enemy in diftrefs, was the nobleft enfign of 
royalty i the chatiafter and teft of trqe glory? 
uAcbiJh^ itis true^^ had it oot (kings are not 

always 

44 » '- ,-•• ■ 
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always what they (hould be) : David found 
his error, and changed his condud; and 
immediately put on that charadter, . to which 
it was natural his prefent condition fhould 
reduce him : he appeareth mad ; and it was 
natural to believe, diat the diftrefies he 
endured, might have turned his brain. 
David's chanufter was well known at GatB; 
and perhaps it was an obfervation older than 
SohmMj that OppreJJion maketh a wife man 
mad. The event was anfwerable : Acbijb 
was deluded, and David delivered. 

A THINKING reader will, I am per- 
fuaded, £nd, in this .conduct of David j all 
the magnanimity of Coriolanus, (freed from 
the leven which debafed it) and all the dex-* 

terity of Brutus. 

§ 

-David compared with Caefar^ 

The facred hiftorian obferves of David ^ 
that he was thirty years old when he begai) 
to reign, and he reigned forty years ; feveQ 
years and fix months in Hebron, and thirty- 
three in Jerufalem. 

I T is obvious to obferve from hence, that 
David was not raifed to the throne till the 
levity of youth was ovcrj and with that, 

the 
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the pride and felf-fufEciency which is fo apt 
to overfet it. He was early anointed to the 
regal office, to infpire him with noble pur- 
pofes, and a condud; fuitable to the dignity 
for which he was defigned j but he was long 
cxercifcd in toils and calamities of various 
kinds, before he was put in pofleffion of it : 
that he might difcharge it, under the united 
advantages of more experience, and more 
moderation. And the beft hiftorians have 
obferved, that this hath frequently been the 
condition and charafter of the beft princes. 
An obfervation fufficiently juftified by the 
princes of our own, as well as thofe of other 
nations. 

M Y Lord Bacon obferves of Gse/ar^ that 
he firft encountered a rugged fortune, which 
turned to his advantage : For this (faith that 
noUe writer) curbed bis pride ^ and /purred 
his indujiry. 

As David hzd more native and acquired 
humility than any mere mortal, the pre- 
vention of pride in him, who was to be a 
perpetual reformer of the world, and infpirer 
of virtue, was of vaftly more confequence 
than the repreffing of it in Cte/ary who was 
only a temporary conqueror. 
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CiESAR^ bred up in luxury and cafe, was 
naturally flothful, (as lions, tigers, and 
other beails of prey ^ are, from a noble ap- 
pomtment of Providence, found to be) 
though, occafionally, aftive beyond moft 
others. David's condition of life inured 
him to early vigilance : infomuch that adi- 
vity quickly became in him-a natural habit. 
And the fequel of his life fufficiently (hews, 
of how much confequencc it was to have 
that habit early infpired and impreifed upon 
him ; and long cultivated and continued. 
Cdsfars natural indolence needed all the in« 
citements of ambition, to roufe him to the 
ruin of his country : JDtf'y/^s adtivity called 
only for thofe of duty to infpire him, to re- 
deem his. 

Ci£s AR is celebrated by all hiftorians, for 
his clemency ; becaufe, when poffefled o£ 
the fupreme power, he employed it not in 
the gratification of his revenge j but received 
moft of thofe to mercy, that fued to him for 
}t : that is, Cafar is celebrated, upon this 
account, that when he had deftroyed the 
conftitution of his country, and ufurped upori 
the liberties of his fellow-citizens, he did not, 
with their liberties^ ftrip all that oppofed him 

of 
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of their lives alfo; though many he did. 
David ^ when he had quelled the ihoft un- 
natural and moft unjuft rebellion that ever 
was raifed againft a rightful, a lawful, a juft, 
k wife, and a good king 5 received the whole 
number of his rebellious fubjedts into mercy 
at once, without making one fingle facri- 
fice, either to vengeance, or the terror of 
rebellion. Here then is the difference : Cafar 
is celebrated for not copying the cruelty of 
Marius and Sylla ; David is illuftrious for 
imitating the mercy of God. 

David compar£d with Scipio. 

The early fcenes of Scipio the cider's 
life cannot fail to render liim an objedt of 
the highefl admiration and efleem to all that 
honour true fortitude, and true patriotifm : 
that particularly (after the field of Cannae) 
in which, with a moft glorious refolution, 
and heroic ardour of foul, he arrefted the 
defperate counfels of fome of the young 
Roman pobility, who were deliberating about 
deferting their country; and, with his drawn 
fword at their breafts, forced them into a 
folemn oath to abide by it, and fupport 
it. 

Let 
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Let me but briefly obferve, that the 
perfons thus influenced by Scipio^ were 
young, noble, and fuffidently interefted in 
the well-being of their country. And now 
let the candid reader indulge me in recol- 
ledling a (hort tranfadton, already noticed 
in the life of Davidy wholly referring it to 
his own judgment and ingenuity, to infer 
and apply, as he thinks proper. 

David, driven into exile, by the joint 
ingratitude and injuftice of his country and 
his prince, became the common refuge of 
the diftreflfed, the indebted, the difcon- 
tented : And how did he employ all thefe ? 
Was it in the common way of gratifying 
their vices, and his own revenge ? Quite 
otherwife : his firfl 6ire was,- to place his 
parents, and his brethren, fafe, under the 
protedtion of the king of Moab ; and that 
was fcarce over, when the diilrefles of his 
country called for his aid. Keilah was be- 
fieged by the PbiliflineSy the country was 
ravaged, and the threfliing-floors robbed : 
and Sauly intent upon vengerance *, negleded 

every 

* This eagernefs of Zaul for vengeance upon David^ 
is beautifully exprefled in that attitude in which, he and 
his army are painted in the text, i Sam^ ladu 6. Ndtv 

Saul 
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fcvcry thing but the purfuit of Davidy 
whilft Davidy carelefs of his own fafety^ 
imployed his power no otherwife than in 
influencing all thofe four and exafperated 
Ipirits, who had noT<r tad property, and^ of 
confequence^ no intcreft, in the well-being of 
their country, into one common caite and 
concern for its fafcty j to the double danger 
of their own lives from the Philijiines be- 
fore them, and Saul behind. And there- 
fore^ vfhtviDavid urged them to this glorious 
cnterprize, their anfwer was very natural : 
Behold y nve be afraid here in Judab : how 
much more then^ if we come to keilaif, againji 
the armies of the 'Philijiines f They were 
in fufficient danger from one enecby^ where 
they were; and could it be lefs than defperate 
raflmefs^ to thruft themfelves between two ? 
And yetj notwithftanding this remonftrance, 
JOavids influence prevailed. And certainly 
nothihg but the Highcfl: veneration of the 
fuperior prowels, wifdbni dna magnanimity 
of their leader, could fway therh to fb 
lioble a refolution, agaiiift fudi jiifl fears } 

Saul ahode in GiUahj Hinder a truy in Sarndb^ hafOin§J)if 
ffear in bis hand^ and mU bis/ervants Jlanding abouL 
him. 

Vol. llli A a tac 
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jior was their confidence mifpkced; they' 
fought, they defeated the Pbilijiinei with a. 
great flaughter ; they fpoUed their cnemicsy. 
and they faved their country. 

Had D/jwW been a Heathen hero, with* 
what endlpfs praifes had this unparaUelle(£ 
inflance o£ patriotifm been pealed in our 
ears ! 

Few men have ever won more gtery,. 
By any a£l of heroifm, than Scipio by one 
inftance of temperance, in abftaining (in the: 
prime of youth) from a fair captive of great 
quality, whom the chance ef war had put 
into his power ; and reftoring her, untouched 
and unranfomed, toa prince,, to whom fhe 
was afHanced. It hath hitherta made nO^- 
part of jDavid^s praife, that he treated ^Z- 
gail with an abdinence pf at leafl equal 
virtue, Scipials policy was concerned in his- 
ab{linence> he gained aa alliance of great 
eonfequence by it : D^/v/V confulted no in- 
tereft in his abftinence,.: but that of virtue, 

Scipio abftained, where gratitude muft 
make him a friend : David y where ingra^ 
titude had made him an enemy. Scipm 
fpared the fpoufe of a young prince, that 
loved her to diilra&ion :. in Davids caTe^ 
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it might be infifted, that a brute, and a' 
fool, was incapable -of love, . The fame 
compaffion and humanity that pleaded 
for reftoring his fp^ufe ^o Mucio, might, 
fee pleaded far not reftoring Abigail to 
Nabal. 

In .the laft place, Allucio\ fpoufe might 
be fair, yet not defirable jin tt^ ey?s of 5a- 
fio : the event fufficiently fliews, that ^Abi^ 
^ail was very amiable in theeygs oi David. ; 

In one word, policy, humanity, com-? 
paflion, and, it may be, indifference, pleaded 
for the abftinence of S^ipio ; duty onjy for 
that of David. 

But, after all, it muft be owned, that 
there is one objeftion to David's charaifter, 
tx)th in point of humility and patriotifm ; I 
mean, the calamity derived upon his country^ 
by his vain numbering of the people; 

Ad MIT this the ^fFe^a of a criminal va^ 
ulty, {tho' it might as well have been the 
cffeft of true piety and gratitude to^GoD *) 
yet muft it be allowed, that no vanity could 

be 



* This criminal conduft of David^ will, however, 
Jn my humble opinion, receive fome alleviation from 
(bat declaration of hi$ being moved to it, through God's 

A^ % anger 
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be more natural to the human heart ; no de« 

lufion could be more tempting to a man 

faifed from pbfcurity, than a defirc of know- 

ing the extent of that royal power, tp which 

he was exalted. And (hall one tranfgreflion 

of this kind impeach a charader eftablifhed 

by the tenqr of life? God forbid! But 

however this may be deemed, by fuperficial 

and libertine fpirits^ to affed him in point of 

humility, the praife of his patriotifm i$ 

undoubtedly raifed by it; inafmuch as he 

evidently intended no evil to his people, in 

that account he ordered to be taken of them. 

And when he i^und it c^va^ upon them, 

he, with a generofity far tranfcending that 

cidier of a IXectut^ or a Codrus^ offered not 

only bimfelfy but his whole family alfo, to 

be devoted to deftrudion in their flead 

(2 Sam. xxiv. 17.) : And David /pake unt^ 

the Lordy when he faw the angel that /mote 

the people ; and jaidy Lo^ I have finned^ 

and I havf done wickedly-, but thefe Jheep 

nvhat bavf th^ dpn^ ? J^t 'tb\ne han^y I pray 

anger kindled againft that people, ^Sam. xxiv. i. and 
as their antecedent fins had drawn this judgment upon 
them, their fubfequent negled of the atonement, in 
that cafe* required, was, in all p/obability,* a great 
aggravation of it. Stc Exod. xxx. I2. ana fubfequent 
yerf<js. 

thee^ 
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thee^ be agdinji me^ and againji my father's 
boufe. 

UpdN the'whole, David's is a character 
which (lands iingle, in the accqunts pf the 
world ; equally eminent, and unrivalled. 

For, not to infift upon his great perfonal 
^ccomplifhments, fuch as beauty, flature^ 
ilrength, fwiftnefs, and eloquence ; his 
chara&er is fufficiently diftinguifhed by 
the nobleft qualities^ endQwments^ and 
events. 

E X A L TED from an humble fhepherd' to 
a mighty monarch, without the leaft tin«i 
^re of pride, difdain, or envy ! Quite 
ptherwife, remarkably humble in saltation; 
or rather, humbled by it ! Exalted uut 
envied ! Exalted himfelf, and equally exalt- 
ing the Aate he ruled : raifing it frpm con- 
tempt, poverty, and Qppr?ffipn, tp wealthy 
dignity, and fway ! A man experienced in 
every viciffitude of fortune and life, and 
equal to them all ! Throughly tried in adr 
yerfity, an4 tempted by fuccefs ! yet ftill 
fuperior ! Cruelly and unjuftly pprfecutpd, 
yet not to be provoked even to juft revenge ! 
In the faddeft and fuddcpeft reverfe of for- 
pinff^ depreiTed by nothing but the remem* 

brance 
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|>raace of guUt; and^ io confequence of that^ 
unhumUed to any thing but G o d I 
' T o fum up all; A trae believer^ and jea- 
lous adorer, of Go]>; teacher .of his la# 
and worfliip, and infpiner of his praife \ A 
glorious e3cam{dey a perpetual and iae^faauiti- 
))ie fountain, of trae piety! A confummate 
tad unequaiM hero, a ikilfiil and a fortu* 
IMte captain 1 A ftegdy patriot, a vn{c ruler, 
A £utbful, a generous, and a magnanimous 
friend ! And, wha)( is yet rarer, a no Ids 
generous and ' inaghanimous' enemy ! A true 
penitent, a dittne muiician, a fublime poet, 
and an infpired prophet! By birth a pea<^ 
fant, by merit a prince 1 in youth, a hero ; 
ifi manhood, a'moqarch ; in ^e, a iaint ! 

This is D AV140 : Wha( his revilefs 919, 
^eirown reviiings tell. 



mEND. 
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